
This edition of the Par-

ables Bookshelf News-

letter concludes the book 

Attractive Deception—

The False Hope of the 
Hebrew Roots Move-

ment. 

Christians appear very 

eager to choose style 

over substance. Many 

religious movements 

provide an outward ap-

pearance of spiritual life, 

but in truth they are 

quite dead. 

Christ’s showed men 

“The Way” to life, but 

men reject it because it 

involves dying to the life 

they desire. Men would 

rather cleave to a fac-

simile of life, than to die 

to their own thoughts, 

desires, and ways that 

they might attain divine 

life. 
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Food for Thought 

The best way to show that a stick is crooked is not to argue about it or to 

spend time denouncing it, but to lay a straight stick alongside it. 

D.L. Moody 

A false interpretation of Scripture causes that the gospel of the Lord becomes 

the gospel of man, or, which is worse, of the devil. 

St. Jerome 
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Scripture Memory 

Acts 20:29-30 

I know that after my departure sav-
age wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves men will 
arise, speaking distorted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 



Israel - Holy Nation, or Synagogue of Satan? 

 

Tefillin Barbie 

 

Early on in the process of looking for images to 

illustrate the pages of this book, I came across 

some photos of a Barbie doll that was wearing the 

tallit (Jewish prayer shawl), the tefillin on her arm 

and forehead, and was holding a copy of the Tal-

mud in one hand and a siddur (Jewish prayer book) 

in the other. The Tefillin Barbie was created by Jen 

Taylor Friedman, who is a Soferet (a female Jewish 

scribe). Ms. Friedman decided to dress up a Barbie 

doll to look like her fellow Soferets. She sells the 

dolls for $150 each on her Etsy site. You can learn 

more about the dolls at the following webpage. 

 

http://www.hasoferet.com/tefillin-barbie/ 

 

Interestingly, the Tefillin Barbie is wearing a t-shirt 

with the image of a black cat on it. This is because 

Ms. Friedman purchased the 2006 Halloween Hip 

Barbie due to its modest denim skirt which is a 

dress style common among her friends. The depic-

tion of a black cat on the t-shirt was an uninten-

tional byproduct of purchasing a Halloween Barbie. 

Nevertheless, its presence as a symbol of witch-

craft, being the favored pet of witches, speaks of a 

relationship between rabbinic Judaism and witch-

craft that is very real, seldom recognized, and al-

most never admitted. 

 

The role of a Jewish Scribe, or Sofer, has tradition-

ally been a male occupation. The first female Sofer 

in the modern era was certified in 2003. Her name 

is Aviel Barclay. She created a blog to serve as a 

record of her groundbreaking experiences. At the 

top of the blog she has the following quotation 

posted. 

 

"Let us restore the Divine In-Dwelling to Her 

Place in Zion & infuse Her spirit throughout the 

whole inhabited world." 

[Source: http://soferet.blogspot.com/, Emphasis 

Added] 

 

This is an obvious reference to the “Divine Femi-

nine,” or goddess worship. The practice of modern 

Wicca, or witchcraft, is predominately goddess 

worship. As we observed in the chapter of this writ-

ing titled Sabbath Summoning, the rabbinic Jews 

have incorporated the rites of candle magic and sex 

magick into their Sabbath rituals as they invite the 

Sabbath Queen (Shabbat Hamalka) into their 

homes and souls. It seems fitting, therefore, that 

this “Tefillin Barbie” should come adorned with a 

symbol of witchcraft. As much as rabbinic Judaism 

proclaims that they are children of Abraham and 

the true guardians and purveyors of the Hebrew 

religion entrusted to the patriarchs and prophets of 

the Tanakh, they are in fact apostates who have 

given themselves to the service of Satan. This was 

true 2,000 years ago, and it continues to be true to-

day. Because Yahshua confronted the Jewish reli-

gious leaders and rebuked them for pretending to 

be devoted servants of Yahweh when they were in 

fact full of deceit, Satanic practices, and pride, the 
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orthodox Jews to this day hate and revile the Son of 

God. 

 

What would your opinion have been of the Priests, 

Scribes, and Pharisees if you had encountered them 

2,000 years ago? If you saw them wearing their re-

ligious robes, saying long prayers on the street cor-

ners, attending the synagogues regularly, and pre-

senting their sacrifices at the Temple, would you 

not have concluded that these were the people of 

God, the descendants of Abraham, and the guardi-

ans of the Law entrusted to Moses? This was NOT 

the view of Christ. He told them plainly, “You are 

not of God. You are of your father the devil, and 

you want to do the desires of your father.” 

 

Many Christians would like to believe that they 

would have judged things rightly, having a view 

that was in keeping with the Son of God. Yet the 

experience of this present day reveals that the ma-

jority of Evangelical Christians are failing to judge 

as Christ would judge. Some naively believe the 

Orthodox Jews in Israel continue to practice the 

faith of Abraham and Moses. Nothing could be fur-

ther from the truth. The Orthodox religious system 

in Israel and elsewhere has developed into a syna-

gogue of Satan. In the book of Revelation Yahshua 

spoke the following words to the overcoming saints 

of the churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia. 

 

Revelation 2:9 

“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you 

are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they 

are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Sa-

tan.” 

 

Revelation 3:9 

“Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Sa-

tan, who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie 

- behold, I will make them to come and bow down 

at your feet, and to know that I have loved you.” 

Christ was not declaring that these Jews were ille-

gitimate and not actual descendants of Abraham. 

What He was saying is that, even though they were 

Hebrew men and women, they were acting like the 

children of the devil. 

 

John 8:37-44 

“I know that you are Abraham's offspring; yet you 

seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in 

you. I speak the things which I have seen with My 

Father; therefore you also do the things which you 

heard from your father.” They answered and said to 

Him, “Abraham is our father.” Yahshua said to 

them, “If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds 

of Abraham. But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, 

a man who has told you the truth, which I heard 

from God; this Abraham did not do. “You are do-

ing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, 

“We were not born of fornication; we have one Fa-

ther, even God.” Yahshua said to them, “If God 

were your Father, you would love Me; for I pro-

ceeded forth and have come from God, for I have 

not even come on My own initiative, but He sent 

Me. Why do you not understand what I am saying? 

It is because you cannot hear My word. You are of 

your father the devil, and you want to do the desires 

of your father.” 

 

The Orthodox Jews who follow rabbinic Judaism, 

the legacy of the Pharisees of Yahshua’s day, con-

tinue to bear a malevolent, devilish hatred of the 

Son of God. Rabbinic Judaism is rabidly anti-

Christian, manifesting a greater hatred for “Yeshu” 

and His disciples than for any other people or belief 

system on earth. The Bible reveals the vehement 

hatred of rabbinic Judaism for Christ and His disci-

ples. Before his conversion, the apostle Paul was a 

leader among the rabbinic Jews, being trained as a 

Pharisee in the school of Gamaliel. His violent ha-

tred of Yahshua was exhibited in his actions which 

had the full endorsement of the Orthodox Jewish 

leaders and community. 
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Acts 9:1-2 

But Saul (Paul), still breathing threats and slaughter 

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest, and asked for letters from him to the syna-

gogues of Damascus, that if he found any who were 

of the Way (Christians), whether men or women, 

he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 26:9-11 

“So then, I (Paul) thought to myself that I had to do 

many things hostile to the name of Yahshua of 

Nazareth. And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; 

not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, 

having received authority from the chief priests, but 

also when they were being put to death I cast my 

vote against them. And as I punished them often in 

all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blas-

pheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept 

pursuing them even to foreign cities.” 

 

Few Christians outside of Israel today understand 

the hatred that rabbinic Judaism continues to hold 

toward them and their Messiah. As was mentioned 

in a previous chapter, the Orthodox Jews hold the 

Talmud, which contains the opinions of the Jewish 

rabbis, in higher esteem than the Tanakh (Old Tes-

tament). Passages from the Talmud accuse the Son 

of God of being a sorcerer and of teaching apos-

tasy. They also describe “Yeshu” as suffering end-

less torments of being boiled in human excrement 

because He showed contempt toward the words of 

the rabbis (sages). 

 

Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin - 43a 

 

On the eve of the Passover Yeshu  was hanged. For 

forty days before the execution took place, a herald 

went forth and cried, 'He is going forth to be stoned 

because he has practiced sorcery and enticed Israel 

to apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his 

favor, let him come forward and plead on his be-

half.' But since nothing was brought forward in his 

favor he was hanged on the eve of the Passover!  - 

Ulla retorted: 'Do you suppose that he was one for 

whom a defense could be made? Was he not a Me-

sith [enticer], concerning whom Scripture says, 

Neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal 

him? With Yeshu however it was different, for he 

was connected with the government [or royalty, 

i.e., influential].' 

 

Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Gittin - Folio 57a 

      

He then went and raised by incantations Yeshu. He 

asked him: Who is in repute in the other world? He 

replied: Israel. What about joining them? He re-

plied: Seek their welfare, seek not their harm. Who-

ever touches them touches the apple of his eye. He 

said: What is your punishment? He replied: With 

boiling hot excrement, since a Master has said: 

Whoever mocks at the words of the Sages is pun-

ished with boiling hot excrement.  

 

Orthodox (Talmudic) Judaism is the prevailing be-

lief system of the Jewish people residing in Israel 

today. Even those Jews who do not practice a 

Haredi lifestyle (Haredis are those who reject mod-

ern secular culture), are greatly influenced by rab-

binic Judaism, believing it to be representative of 

the authentic Jewish faith. Consequently, they share 

the view that Yahshua was the bastard son of a 

Jewish woman who grew up to practice sorcery and 

teach heresy, being an enemy of the pure religion 

of the Hebrew people. What does Yahweh say 

about those who hold such a view of the Son of 

God. 

 

I John 4:2-3 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 

that confesses that Yahshua Christ has come in the 

flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not 

confess Yahshua is not from God; and this is the 
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spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard 

that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

 

The Orthodox Jews refer to the Son of God as 

“Yeshu.” This was not the actual name that Christ 

went by when He walked among them. Yeshu is 

actually an acrostic. Each letter of this name begins 

a Hebrew word from a phrase that translates into 

English as “May his name be blotted out.” Sadly, 

some Messianic and Hebrew Roots Christians have 

adopted this name not understanding its derisive 

origin. 

 

The nation of Israel today is dominated by Ortho-

dox Judaism even as it was 2,000 years ago during 

the time of Yahshua’s earthly ministry. This leads 

to the question, “What should Christ’s disciples 

attitude be toward Israel today?” Many Evangelical 

Christians boldly affirm that they are “Pro-Israel.” 

This is especially true among those who are mem-

bers of the Hebrew Roots Movement. Many Chris-

tians blindly support the policies of the Zionist state 

of Israel which is a creation of the Rothschilds and 

other Luciferian men and women. Many Christians 

believe that to support the Israeli people is a com-

mandment of Yahweh, and they make no distinc-

tion between Talmudic Jews, secular Jews, or Mes-

sianic Jews. Is it truly the will of Yahweh that 

Christians throw their political, financial, and 

prayer support behind those who hate His Son, who 

teach that He was a sorcerer who is now suffering 

the torment of being boiled in human excrement? 

What is intended by Yahweh’s following promise 

to Abraham? 

 

Genesis 12:2-3 

I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, 

and make your name great; And so you shall be a 

blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, and 

the one who curses you I will curse. 

 

The prophet Zechariah recorded the following 

words of Yahweh. 

 

Zechariah 2:7-8 

“Ho, Zion! Escape, you who are living with the 

daughter of Babylon.” For thus says Yahweh of 

hosts, “After glory He has sent me against the na-

tions which plunder you, for he who touches you, 

touches the apple of His eye.” 

 

Who is Zion? Is it those who call themselves 

“Zionists”? I recently listened to an excellent, un-

usually insightful, and Biblically sound interview. 

Dr. Michael Bennett, a Christian minister and for-

mer host of the Future Quake internet radio pro-

gram was being interviewed about a major project 

he has been working on for a number of years 

while also serving as pastor of a church in Tennes-

see. Michael Bennett has been laboring on a series 

of books, all of which are to be published simulta-

neously. One of the books focuses on the history of 

Judaism and its “holy wars.” Following are some 

excerpts from this radio interview. I will begin at a 

point where Dr. Michael Bennett is asking why we 

do not hear from American Christian leaders about 

the true character of Judaism in Israel today. 

 

How come we are not hearing it from our Christian 

media figures, our well-funded, large organization 

Christian media figures that are making a windfall 

from tours where these same gentleman (Orthodox 

Jews who practice sorcery) are leading the tours - 

sort of a Disney trip to see an idealized community 

there, when they do not realize that the people who 

lead these tours over there, when we are out of ear-

shot, and in the Hebrew press, excoriate us as 

idolaters and look forward to the day when we will 

be destroyed? The thing that has disturbed me most 

about this writing project, as someone who has 

been a staunch Zionist, and a staunch prophecy 

buff..., and been hardcore in that direction, is when 
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I read the contempt they give for our Lord and Sav-

ior. That is the part in the writing that disturbs me 

the most - the slanderous words that are said 

against the Savior of the universe and you and me. 

 

Mr. Bennett then proceeds to give a quote out of his 

yet unpublished book titled Judaism and Its Holy 

Wars. 

 

Earlier books on mystical Judaism had been in use, 

such as the Sefer Yetzirah, since the second century 

C.E., which according to the Talmud was used by 

pupils of the esteemed nasi Judah, the very wealthy 

leader of the Sanhedrin and compiler of the Mish-

nah, who was well liked by the Roman Emperor, to 

magically create a calf to eat on the Sabbath, as 

well as allegedly being responsible for miracles 

produced by other rabbis of the Tannaitic era. The 

1906 Jewish Encyclopedia notes that the Sefer 

Yetzirah featured magical notions originating from 

the Babylonians and Egyptians, also with an astro-

logical and gnostic emphasis and that “this work 

had a greater influence on the development of the 

Jewish mind than almost any other book after the 

completion of the Talmud,” while noting the docu-

ment’s assertion “that the dragon rules over the 

world,” and “good and evil have no real exis-

tence.” 

 

Mr. Bennett then comments on the Kabbalah, once 

more sharing a quotation from the Jewish Encyclo-

pedia. 

 

“It is necessary to ascertain where and when the 

Jews became intimately acquainted with the Hindu 

philosophy, which more than any other exercised 

an influence on the Zohar (the principle writing of 

Kabbalah).” They note that Jewish groups in Per-

sia were influenced by the Vedanta school of Hindu 

philosophers, abstaining from meat, and develop-

ing a mystical versus literal interpretation of the 

Torah, and developed secret writings which formed 

the basis for the Zohar as a “mystical commentary 

on the Pentateuch as the Upanishads are the mysti-

cal interpretation of the Vedas and other Brahmatic 

scriptures.” They also note that it was so widely 

adopted “that it was to be placed on the same level 

with the Bible,” and that “representatives of Tal-

mudic Judaism began to regard it as a sacred book 

and to invoke its authority in the decision of ritual 

questions.” Highly regarded are “its glorification 

of man, and other principles” which are more in 

keeping with the spirit of Talmudic Judaism. 

 

Dr. Michael Bennett then shares further about the 

transformation of Judaism to the apostate Luci-

ferian system in place today. 

 

A turning point in my book was the appearance of 

rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva took it upon himself to 

save Judaism after the fall of the Temple, and de-

velop, and basically cement what we begin to see 

after the exile and the second Temple with the rise 

of the rabbis supplanting the priests. That was 

really finished once the temple was destroyed. The 

Sadducees, which really represented the priests, 

were wiped out. The Pharisees were the only ones 

within Judaism who survived that era... Judaism 

became synonymous with Pharisaism, and the Tal-

mud was intended to... crystalize this oral law, 

which they said was paramount over the written 

Law that we had in the Pentateuch, and even Moses 

and others were in awe of rabbi Akiva who was a 

more important sage than Moses to Judaism - 

which is admitted by the Jewish Encyclopedia and 

other sources, that Akiva is actually more impor-

tant to Judaism than Moses. 

 

Michael Bennett then switches focus to talk about 

how a much different conception of Judaism today 

is foisted upon non-Jews living outside the borders 

of Israel. 
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I suggest our listeners look up a principle... called 

hasbara. It is a requirement for those who have 

sympathies within Judaism to Zionism, to basically 

control the reality of those of us whose resources 

they would like to use. Hasbara is a requirement to 

control what we’re exposed to, to appeal to our 

emotions, to appeal to our senses, to appeal to our 

pride - I am talking about as Christians, using 

means that would not be what we would consider 

New Testament virtues of the kingdom of heaven... 

With the intention to confuse us, and to invoke us 

into a holy war that has not been ours... I can tell 

you that my hands are filled with trying to struggle 

not against flesh and blood, but against principali-

ties and powers and rulers in high places, which 

was the task the church was called to do. To be 

pulled into lesser wars between men is something 

that I find no Biblical foundation for whatsoever. I 

think we need to do some soul-searching... to start 

with a clean sheet of paper and the Gospel and the 

teachings of the apostles, and start to really work 

out our own salvation with fear and trembling. 

 

Mr. Bennett then talks about the false reality pre-

sented to Christian tourists who visit the land of 

Israel. 

 

You mentioned these tours that you would like to go 

to, and I can understand it. We’ve learned about 

these places in Sunday School. We have this affin-

ity. We picture the people of Israel like King David, 

noble figures that desire to seek God and who are 

surrounded by blood-thirsty beasts. But what really 

happens on these tours is a very careful dog-and-

pony-show to serve nothing more than in most 

cases a political interest. And religious themes will 

be brought up if it serves that political interest. I 

am ready to sign up for another tour if it ends with 

my Christian brothers and sisters preaching the 

Gospel of Christ at the Western Wall, like our 

brothers the apostles in the book of Acts did. And 

you know what happened to them when they did it, 

and you know what would happen to us. 

Christians in Israel today are fire-bombed by Or-

thodox Jews. They are killed on occasion. (They 

are subjected to) extreme vandalism and persecu-

tion. Bibles are collected and burned in front of the 

Knesset and elsewhere in Israel, and you hear 

nothing about this in the Christian press. There was 

a movement a number of years ago, I believe it was 

around 1997, where there was yet another set of 

laws that was proposed that would expand the pen-

alties against sharing one’s faith in the public, or 

proselytizing as they call it, sharing with someone 

to change their faith from Judaism. Originally 

there was a one year sentence for that and they 

were going to expand it to five years, including any 

kind of inducement which would include just giving 

a Bible or a tract to somebody. They basically said, 

“We don’t want you over here talking about Jesus. 

We want your money. We want your political cover, 

but you are banned from this.” 

When this happened, all of these ministries in Israel 

had a choice to make on what they were going to 

do. In response to this threat of this advance law... 

as it turns out, fifty of the major evangelical or-

ganizations that go to Israel signed a pledge that 

they would refuse to allow anybody associated with 

them or their group at any time to proselytize or 

share the gospel with anybody while they’re there. I 

had heard this first mentioned sometime from 

someone that some people might think may be of 

dubious motive and you think, “No, that cannot be 

true.” But, actually I went and did the homework 

through Christian sources and other major news 

wires, and they confirmed all of this. The members 

of Knesset said, “Hey, this is better than a law. 

We’ve got them to capitulate completely. They are 

willing to send money and no strings attached, with 

the restriction of any other type of Christian prac-

tice in the area.” 

 

I too have done my own research and verified the 

profound hatred expressed by Orthodox Jews in 

Israel toward Christ and those who profess to be 

His followers. An article in an Israeli newspaper 
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reported the following: 

 

Ultra-Orthodox (Jewish) young men curse and spit 

at Christian clergymen in the streets of Jerusalem's 

Old City as a matter of routine... 

 

When Narek Garabedian came to Israel to study in 

the Armenian Seminary in Jerusalem half a year 

ago, he did not expect the insults, curses and spit-

ting he would be subjected to daily by ultra-

Orthodox Jews in the streets of the Old City. 

 

"When I see an ultra-Orthodox man coming toward 

me in the street, I always ask myself if he will spit 

at me," says Narek, a Canadian Armenian, this 

week. About a month ago, on his way to buy gro-

ceries in the Old City, two ultra-Orthodox men spat 

at him. The spittle did not fall at his feet but on his 

person... 

 

Other clergymen in the Armenian Church in Jeru-

salem say they are all victims of harassment, from 

the senior cardinals to the priesthood students. 

Mostly they ignore these incidents. When they do 

complain, the police don't usually find the perpetra-

tors... 

 

A few weeks ago four ultra-Orthodox men spat at 

clergymen in the funeral procession of Father Al-

berto of the Armenian Church. "They came in a 

pack, out of nowhere," said Father Goosan. 

[Source: 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/ultra-

orthodox-spitting-attacks-on-old-city-clergymen-

becoming-daily-1.393669] 

 

As I am writing this an article has been posted on 

Haaretz about a Christian cemetery being vandal-

ized in Northern Israel. Below the story is a link to 

an article from a few weeks back regarding  

a Christian center being vandalized and set afire. 

The vandals spray painted phrases denigrating Je-

sus Christ/Yahshua the Messiah. Such actions are 

common. They are a natural byproduct of the teach-

ing of the rabbis whose hatred of Yahshua has been 

preserved for millennia in the Talmud. 

 

If a blind and indiscriminate support of Israel and 

its people is wrong, then what is the proper attitude 

that a Christian should have toward the nation and 

Jews wherever they may be found. The apostles did 

not leave us to wonder. They provided instruction 

on this subject. We can glean much from the writ-

ings of Paul. 

 

Romans 11:11-15, 25-32 

I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did 

they? May it never be! But by their transgression 

salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them 

jealous. Now if their transgression be riches for the 

world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles, 

how much more will their fulfillment be! But I am 

speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as 

I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 

if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow 

countrymen and save some of them. For if their re-

jection be the reconciliation of the world, what will 

their acceptance be but life from the dead? For I do 

not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 

mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, 

that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until 

the fulness of the Gentiles has come in; and thus all 

Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The De-

liverer will come from Zion, He will remove un-

godliness from Jacob.”  “And this is My covenant 

with them, when I take away their sins.” From the 

standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your 

sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they 

are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts 

and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as 

you once were disobedient to God, but now have 
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been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 

so these also now have been disobedient, in order 

that because of the mercy shown to you they also 

may now be shown mercy. For God has shut up all 

in disobedience that He might show mercy to all. 

 

The salvation of the Jewish people will result in 

untold spiritual wealth for the world. We should 

earnestly desire the peace of Jerusalem, understand-

ing that peace will be their portion only when the 

Prince of Peace rules in the hearts of the Jewish 

people. As disciples of Christ we should seek the 

salvation of all men, especially the Jew. Christ 

commanded His disciples to preach the gospel “In 

Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and unto the ut-

termost parts of the earth.” This is the order. Salva-

tion came to the Jews first, for Christ was born of 

Jewish kin. He chose 12 Jewish men to be His dis-

ciples and to lay the foundation for His church. The 

virgin church was born in Jerusalem. The Gentile 

believers should never view the Jewish people with 

scorn, or contempt, yet neither should they adopt a 

false romantic image of the Jews as a holy people. 

 

Let us be wise and not confuse a desire for the sal-

vation of the Jews with a mandate to blindly sup-

port the policies of the Zionist state of Israel, or to 

embrace as brothers those who not only deny 

Yahshua as Lord and Savior, but who have pro-

claimed an undying hatred of Him. Politically, I 

believe the nations (and Christians) should take a 

hands-off approach to Israel. When Laban pursued 

Jacob (whose name was later changed to Israel) 

Yahweh warned this man in a dream about how to 

conduct himself before Jacob. 

 

Genesis 31:29 

It is in my power to do you harm, but the God of 

your father spoke to me last night, saying, “Be 

careful not to speak either good or bad to Jacob.” 

 

The nations who seek Israel’s harm, or the injury of 

the Jewish people, will bring judgment upon them-

selves, for Yahweh has covenanted to be their pro-

tector. Yet, there is also a danger of seeking to do 

good on behalf of Israel when Yahweh has not 

commanded it. Those who seek to be Israel’s pro-

vider, protector, or counselor are usurping the posi-

tion of Yahweh, for Israel alone among the nations 

are Yahweh’s chosen people. It is no small thing 

for a man or a nation to seek to usurp the position 

of God. The prophet Zechariah recorded the follow-

ing words of the Creator. 

 

Zechariah 12:3 

“And it will come about in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who 

lift it will be severely injured.” 

 

A person can lift a stone either for good or for evil. 

It is not for the nations to try to lift Israel. Yahweh 

sent a profound sign in regard to this in the year 

2003. On January 31st, 2003, a Friday, the United 

States attempted to “lift” Israel politically. On this 

date the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, 

spoke before a group of Americans interested in 

U.S. foreign policy. The following AP article pro-

vides the details. 

 

Powell: Bush to be more involved in Israeli-

Palestinian conflict  

By The Associated Press 2/1/03  

  

WASHINGTON - U.S. Secretary of State Colin 

Powell said Friday that President George Bush will 

become more deeply involved in the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict than he was in his first two 

years in the White House.  

 

Powell said that the conflict was the most pressing 

Page 9 

Parables Bookshelf 



problem in the Middle East.  

      

   

Powell also told the Palestinians that "they cannot 

get a state by using violence" and warned that they 

must install a new leadership.  

 

Appearing before a national conference of Ameri-

cans interested in U.S. foreign policy, Powell said 

the administration would resume its pursuit of a 

settlement now that Israel had concluded its elec-

tions.  

 

He said he had talked by telephone to Prime Minis-

ter Ariel Sharon, who won a new term this week, 

and that the Bush administration would use the 

roadmap devised in partnership with the European 

Union, Russia and the United Nations.  

 

It aims to create a Palestinian state by the year 

2005 carved out of land that Israel has held for 

more than 35 years...  

[end excerpt] 

 

The very day this article appeared, which was the 

day after Colin Powell’s declaration that America’s 

leaders would take up the issue of Israel’s peace 

and a Palestinian state, the space shuttle Columbia 

disaster occurred. What many American Christians 

are unaware of is that on that space shuttle mission 

was the first Israeli astronaut to fly on an American 

shuttle mission. In a literal fulfillment of Zecha-

riah’s prophecy, America attempted to “lift” up Is-

rael and she received a severe injury. 

 

Mission Patch for STS 107 Columbia Mission 

 

Note on the lower right side of the patch the name 

“Ramon” next to an image of the Israeli flag. This 

signified that an Israeli astronaut was aboard the 

flight. Observe also the seven stars on the left of the 

patch. These represent the constellation Columba 

(the dove). Following is an excerpt on the design of 

the mission patch from the official NASA website. 

 

The constellation Columba (the dove) was chosen 

to symbolize peace on Earth and the Space Shuttle 

Columbia. The seven stars also represent the mis-

sion crew members and honor the original astro-

nauts who paved the way to make research in space 

possible. The Israeli flag is adjacent to the name of 

the payload specialist who is the first person from 

that country to fly on the Space Shuttle. 

 

America was attempting to bring peace in the Mid-

dle East. The nation’s leaders were stretching out 
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their hand to touch the apple of God’s eye, and to 

usurp His role as the guardian, counselor, and glori-

fier of His people. Even as the American space pro-

gram was lifting an Israeli astronaut into space, 

America’s leaders were proclaiming to Israel that 

they would lift her up, watch over her, and protect 

her, if only they would put their trust in American 

policies. America was promising peace, but she 

was not able to bring peace. 

 

Columba 

 

Jeremiah 8:11 

“They heal the brokenness of the daughter of My 

people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But 

there is no peace.” 

 

Is this not what has been testified in this chapter? 

Israel will not know peace until the Prince of Peace 

rules in her midst. As long as the people of Israel 

reject their Messiah, they will be beset with ene-

mies and undergo many trials and much injury. It is 

a manifestation of great arrogance for any nation to 

promise Israel peace when she has not first made 

peace with her Savior. 

 

The space shuttle Columbia disintegrated as it was 

attempting to re-enter the atmosphere. A piece of 

foam had broken loose from one of the rocket tanks 

during lift off and had struck one of the small heat 

shields on the surface of the shuttle. The dislodged 

heat shield allowed enormous heat to penetrate the 

skin of the shuttle leading to a fire and explosion. It 

was a rebuke to the hubris of man that its greatest 

piece of technology was destroyed by a piece of 

foam. 

 

There was much more to the event, however. The 

space shuttle disintegrated over Palestine, Texas. 

The first piece of debris was found near the town of 

Palestine. Following is an image published by the 

Associated Press on this disaster. 

 

Here is another image. 
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The message from heaven is clear. “Do not touch 

My anointed. Do not usurp My role as the lifter of 

Israel. Israel will not know peace until she knows 

the Prince of Peace. Israel will be as a heavy stone 

to all who attempt to lift her. All who do so will be 

severely injured.” In the Old Testament do we not 

read that Yahweh chastised Israel every time she 

turned to the arm of the flesh for help?  

 

Ezekiel 29:6-7 

“All the inhabitants of Egypt will know that I am 

Yahweh, because they have been a staff of reed to 

the house of Israel. When they took hold of you by 

your hand, you broke, and tore all their shoulders; 

and when they leaned on you, you broke, and para-

lyzed all of their thighs.” 

 

If it is a grievous error for the nations to seek to 

fulfill a role only Yahweh can provide for Israel, is 

it not also error for Christians to stretch out their 

hands for good or for evil toward this nation? If 

Yahweh has not commanded it, it should not be 

done. Should the disciples of Christ support those 

who are anti-Christ, or lend their political support 

to the Zionist nation founded by the Rothschild’s 

and their ilk? Let me put it this way. If a group of 

witches came to your church and asked for your 

financial support and prayers, would you give it to 

them? Would it make a difference if these practitio-

ners of Satanic arts were all Jewish? Would their 

Hebrew heritage make them acceptable in Yah-

weh’s sight? No! You might well pray for their sal-

vation, but it would be great folly to give them your 

money and to endorse their actions. 

 

Barbie Reads the Torah 

 

I am persuaded that it was no accident that this Te-

fillin Barbie created by a Talmudic Jewess is 

adorned with a black cat symbolic of witchcraft. 

Even as we have seen that the Tefillin worn on the 

forehead bears the Hebrew letter Shin, and the knot 

at the back of the head figures the Dalet, spelling 

the Hebrew word for “demon,” so too we are met 

with another testimony of the Satanic influence that 

predominates Orthodox Judaism. 

 

If it is an evil thing for Christians to imitate the 

works of darkness, then it is equally evil for Chris-

tians to support those who perform such works. Let 

us walk wisely in this world. By all means, pray for 

the salvation of the Jewish people. Pray that they 

might recognize their Messiah whom they have 

scorned. But do not buy into the lie that you must 

be Pro-Israel, or must imitate apostate Judaism, to 

find favor with Yahweh. 
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Hebrew Roots Movement - Choosing Style Over 

Substance 

 

One of the attractions of the Hebrew Roots move-

ment is that it provides Christians with a means to 

outwardly demonstrate their devotion to Yahshua 

while avoiding the far more costly price of true dis-

cipleship. It is my belief that many make this trade-

off unconsciously. They do not sit down and reason 

that they will embrace the forms and rites of the 

Hebrew Roots movement as a substitute for taking 

up their cross and following Yahshua. The decision 

is more subtle. Most Christians recoil at the idea of 

suffering for their faith in Christ. Dying to self and 

facing persecution in this world are both ideas 

which cause the flesh of man to recoil in distaste 

and horror. This innate aversion to suffering causes 

many Christians to avoid giving serious thought to 

the idea that the sufferings of Yahshua are ap-

pointed to them as well. 

 

The subject of the cost of Christian discipleship is 

avoided in the churches today. On those rare occa-

sions when some teaching on this subject is offered, 

what is taught often obscures the truth, rather than 

clarifying it. Most believers have been introduced 

to Christianity in apostate denominations and man-

centric congregations which proclaim the benefits 

of faith in Christ while neglecting to reference the 

cost of being a disciple. Yahshua only ever gave 

one form of invitation. He invited men and women 

to “Come, take up YOUR CROSS and FOLLOW 

ME.” He informed those who aspired to become 

His disciples that doing so would cost them EVE-

RYTHING. 

 

Luke 14:25-35 

Now great multitudes were going along with Him; 

and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes 

to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother 

and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 

Whoever does not carry his own cross and come 

after Me cannot be My disciple. For which one of 

you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first 

sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has 

enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid 

a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who ob-

serve it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man 

began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what 

king, when he sets out to meet another king in bat-

tle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether 

he is strong enough with ten thousand men to en-

counter the one coming against him with twenty 

thousand? Or else, while the other is still far away, 

he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace. So 

therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who 

does not give up all his own possessions. There-

fore, salt is good; but if even salt has become taste-

less, with what will it be seasoned? It is useless ei-

ther for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown 

out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 

In these words, Yahshua proclaimed the costliness 

of being His disciple. To be a disciple a man or 

woman must forsake every relationship. No famil-

ial love can hold a higher place in the disciple’s 

heart than their love and devotion to Christ. When 

Christ calls a man or woman to follow Him, they 

must do so irregardless of the protestations of par-

ents, wife, children, brothers, or sisters. They must 

follow Christ to places their own soul despises. 

They must accept whatever life and experiences 

Yahshua chooses for them. It is a requisite of disci-
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pleship that a man or woman die to their own 

dreams, desires, and goals for life. Their sole aim 

must be to follow Christ wherever He leads them 

and to live for His satisfaction and glory. Yahshua 

stated in this passage that the cost of following Him 

includes yielding everything the individual pos-

sesses to be disposed of as He commands. If Christ 

speaks to a person, as He did to the rich young 

ruler, telling them to sell everything and give the 

money to the poor and then come take up the cross 

and follow where He leads, then this is what the 

disciple must do. 

 

It is at this point that a great many men and women 

balk. Like the young ruler, they walk away grieved, 

for they are attached to their many possessions, to 

their comfortable life, to the acceptance they have 

among family and the members of society. To em-

brace a life that will result in reproach, in suffering, 

in separation from the embrace of loved ones, is too 

high a cost for many to pay. 

 

It did not take long for the church to begin omitting 

the preaching of the costliness of Christian disciple-

ship. To become a Christian was redefined as an act 

of belief. A person had to confess their belief in 

certain things relating to the Son of God. If they did 

so, the clergy members assured them they were 

“saved.” Walk the aisle, say the sinner’s prayer, get 

dunked in the church’s baptismal pool, and a per-

son will have their name added to the church rolls 

while receiving assurances that their name is also 

recorded in heaven’s rolls. 

 

Such an experience is very common in the churches 

today. What is presented is an aberration of the 

truth. Significant and vital portions of the gospel 

message are left out. Yahshua said there is a GATE 

that all men must enter, and there is also a WAY 

that all must walk. The churches are in varying de-

grees proclaiming the GATE, but they are omitting 

the WAY. This exclusion will result in the ruin of 

many lives. The churches are filled with blind fol-

lowers of blind leaders. 

 

Matthew 7:13-14 

“Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and 

the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many 

are those who enter by it. For the gate is small, and 

the way is afflicted that leads to life, and few are 

those who find it.” 

 

You likely have had the preceding words of Christ 

misquoted to you. Most popular Bible translations 

state that “the way is narrow that leads to life.” 

Thus the gate is declared to be narrow and the way 

is also declared to be narrow. However, in the 

original Greek the two adjectives describing the 

gate and the way are distinctly different words. The 

gate is described as “stenos,” while the way is de-

fined as “thlibo.” The word “thlibo” does not mean 

narrow. It is translated as narrow nowhere else in 

the New Testament. In every other passage in 

which this word occurs it bears the meaning of af-

fliction and suffering. 

 

II Corinthians 1:6 

Now if we are afflicted (thlibo), it is for your con-

solation and salvation, which is effective for endur-

ing the same sufferings which we also suffer. 

 

II Corinthians 4:8-9 

We are afflicted (thlibo) in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed... 

 

I Thessalonians 3:4 

For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling 

you in advance that we were going to suffer afflic-

tion (thlibo); and so it came to pass, as you know. 
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Hebrews 11:37-38 

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they 

were tempted, they were put to death with the 

sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, 

being destitute, afflicted (thlibo), ill-treated (men of 

whom the world was not worthy)... 

 

Why did the translators of many of the most popu-

lar English Bibles unfaithfully render the words of 

Christ relating to the nature of “the Way” which 

must be walked in order to receive eternal life? It is 

because the churches have rejected the message of 

the high cost of being a disciple of Christ. The King 

James Bible was produced under the auspices of 

the Anglican Church of England. This “high 

church” was big on form and style, but little on 

substance. The clergy dressed in elegant robes and 

held services in elaborate cathedrals. They made a 

very good living, and quite a comfortable one. 

What they did NOT do was yield their lives to go 

wherever Christ directed and to do whatever He 

commanded them. These men were of the same ilk 

as the Scribe who approached Yahshua and said he 

wanted to be His disciple. 

 

Matthew 8:19-20 

And a certain scribe came and said to Him, 

“Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 

And Yahshua said to him, “The foxes have holes, 

and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 

 

Scribes in that day led comfortable lives. They 

were respected and would commonly have homes 

near the local synagogue. This Scribe wanted to be 

Christ’s disciple, but he also wanted to continue to 

live comfortably. He likely thought all he would 

have to do as a disciple of Christ was to alter some 

of his doctrinal positions. He was not prepared to 

surrender everything, abandon the comfortable life 

of a Scribe, and accept afflictions and suffering. 

Yahshua understood this and went straight to the 

point at which the Scribe would stumble. 

 

Observe the deceit that has occurred in the churches 

today. Few ministers are willing to accept the cost 

of being Christ’s disciple. Rather than walking 

away grieved as did the rich young ruler, the 

church leaders have acted unfaithfully. They have 

removed all mention of the cost of discipleship 

from their doctrines. They are proclaiming an apos-

tate gospel devoid of the disciple’s cross. They 

have attempted to make becoming a Christian eas-

ier on the flesh and soul of man. 

 

Most ministers today assure their congregants that 

they are in good standing with the church and with 

God if they confess certain things about Christ, par-

ticipate in church services and put some money in 

the offering plate. Christianity becomes an exercise 

where people meet to discuss doctrines, and to ob-

serve various rites and traditions, but there is no 

requirement of yielding one’s life wholly to the 

Lordship of Christ. Consequently, Christians have 

become as salt that has lost its savor. They are good 

for nothing, not even fit for the manure pile. 

Everywhere one turns today they find substitutes 

for pure Christian discipleship. None of these sub-

stitutes will result in the child of God coming to 

spiritual maturity. This is what Yahshua declared to 

the rich young ruler. 

 

Matthew 19:20-21 

The young man said to him..., “What do I still 

lack?” Yahshua said to him, “If you would be per-

fect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow me.” 
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The Greek word translated as “perfect” is “teleios.” 

This word means “perfect, entire, mature, lacking 

in nothing.” It is the will of Yahweh that He would 

have full stature sons and daughters who are con-

formed to the image and likeness of Yahshua. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

become conformed to the image of His Son, that 

He might be the first-born among many brethren. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as proph-

ets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 

work of service, to the building up of the body of 

Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a ma-

ture man, to the measure of the stature which be-

longs to the fulness of Christ. 

 

If all God wanted to do was bring men and women 

to a confession of belief in His Son as the atoning 

sacrifice for their sins, He could very well rapture 

all people into heaven as soon as they profess faith 

in Christ. He does not do so, however. Yahweh’s 

plan is not merely to bring people to faith in His 

Son, but to transform them from the selfish, sensual 

creatures they have been into selfless, spiritual 

creations who manifest His character in their words 

and actions. This requires a process of transforma-

tion where the old nature is progressively brought 

under subjection to the authority of the indwelling 

Holy Spirit. Yahweh will lead each person down a 

path specifically designed for them with the goal in 

mind that they might eventually come forth in the 

image of His firstborn Son. 

 

The path Yahweh will lead every man and woman 

down is by necessity a path that includes experi-

ences of suffering, along with numerous trials and 

sacrifices. It is as we encounter these experiences, 

responding to them in the power of the Spirit, put-

ting the flesh and its selfish response to death, that 

we are transformed measure by measure into the 

image of Christ. Walking the path Yahweh chooses 

for each person is indispensable for their matura-

tion. We cannot choose our own way and achieve 

the results Yahweh has in mind. We have to yield 

to follow Christ wherever He would lead us. The 

Scriptures reveal that the life of a disciple of Christ 

is synonymous with a Spirit directed life. 

 

Romans 8:14 

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 

these are sons of God. 

 

Galatians 5:25 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. 

 

If you were introduced to Christ through the Chris-

tian religious system predominant in Western na-

tions, you most likely never heard the cost of disci-

pleship accurately proclaimed. Western Christianity 

allows the aspiring disciple to continue to reign as 

lord of their own life. They can choose what job 

they want to work at and where they want to live. 

They remain in charge of how they spend their 

money, with the possible exception of being in-
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structed that ten percent should be given to the 

church. The Western Christian is free to decide 

whether they marry, and whom they marry (as long 

as it is another professing believer). Christianity 

becomes a religious experience which the convert 

adds to their existing life, rather than a radical ex-

change of ownership and authority. 

 

I Corinthians 6:19-20 

Or do you not know... that you are not your own? 

For you have been bought with a price... 

 

I Corinthians 7:22-23 

He who was called while free, is Christ's slave. You 

were bought with a price... 

 

True Christian discipleship is characterized by a 

surrender of one’s will to the leading of the Spirit 

of Christ. Where He says go, we must go. What He 

says do, we must do. Nothing can be held back. 

Yahweh will root out every area of independence. 

He will bring us to consider any instance of reserve 

where we have not accepted the cost of following 

in the footsteps of His Son. 

 

Hebrews 10:36-39 

For you have need of endurance, so that when you 

have done the will of God, you may receive what 

was promised. For yet in a very little while, He 

who is coming will come, and will not delay. But 

My righteous one shall live by faith; And if he 

shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. But 

we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, 

but of those who have faith to the preserving of the 

soul. 

 

Many Christians are unaware that they are shrink-

ing back from a complete abandonment to the will 

of God due to the fact that they have never been 

told that such a surrender is required of them. They 

have ignorantly embraced the status quo; the luke-

warm, insipid, unsavory form of Christianity that is 

common in their culture. Perhaps you have em-

braced the Sunday and Wednesday form of Christi-

anity where you attend a couple weekly meetings at 

the church, listen to some preaching, and are ad-

monished to try to live a good life the rest of the 

week. This is not Christian discipleship. If you are 

involved with a prosperity church that proclaims a 

message that God wants you to be materially suc-

cessful and comfortable in this life, you are most 

assuredly not walking as a disciple of Christ. If you 

are involved with an apostolic or prophetic church 

that focuses on signs and wonders while failing to 

proclaim a complete surrender of your will and life 

to the leading of the Holy Spirit, you are not quali-

fying as a disciple of Yahshua. 

 

The Hebrew Roots churches are merely one more 

iteration of apostate Christianity. They are offering 

up an attractive substitute for the costly discipleship 

which Yahshua called all men unto. There is a spe-
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cial attractiveness in this movement, for many are 

led to falsely equate observance of various Laws of 

the Old Testament with the will of the Father for 

their life. The Law contained no more than a 

shadow of the will of God. Those who embrace the 

Law as their substitute for the voice of the Holy 

Spirit will inevitably find themselves spending their 

lives following ordinances and rules that cannot 

make them perfect. 

 

Hebrews 7:18-19 

For, on the one hand, there is a setting aside of a 

former commandment because of its weakness and 

uselessness (for the Law made nothing perfect), 

and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a bet-

ter hope, through which we draw near to God. 

 

The subject of the Law and its relationship to the 

Christian is a complex topic whose explication is 

beyond the scope of this book. Those who are inter-

ested in a thorough address of this subject are in-

vited to read Laying Down the Law. The apostle 

Paul revealed one of the motives driving some to 

embrace circumcision and an observance of the 

Law as a substitute for a Spirit directed life. 

 

Galatians 6:12 

As many as desire to make a good showing in the 

flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, 

only that they may not suffer persecution for the 

cross of Christ. 

 

Observing the Law, or making a pretense of doing 

so, permits men and women to appear righteous in 

the eyes of others, while enabling them to escape 

persecution. The Law, however, though divinely 

inspired, is not a substitute for a Spirit directed life. 

The Law was given UNTIL Christ should come, 

fulfill all the righteous requirements of the Law, 

offer up His soul as an atoning sacrifice for man, 

rise from the dead and send forth His Spirit to in-

dwell all who believe upon Him. 

 

Galatians 3:19, 23-25 

Why the Law then? It was added because of trans-

gressions, having been ordained through angels by 

the agency of a mediator, until the seed should 

come to whom the promise had been made... But 

before faith came, we were kept in custody under 

the law, being shut up to the faith which was later 

to be revealed. Therefore the Law has become our 

tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified 

by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no 

longer under a tutor. 

 

“Until, “Before,” “Now.” These three words all 

make reference to time. There was a time when 

Yahweh entered into a covenant of Law with man-

kind. It was not an eternal covenant. It was for a 

specific period of time. That time ended with 

Christ. With the introduction of a new covenant, a 

covenant of faith in Christ, the covenant of the Law 

ceased. NOW that faith has come, we are no longer 

under the tutor of the Law. We now have the Spirit 

of God resident within our beings that we might 

freely know the thoughts of Yahweh and always be 

informed of His will for our lives. 

 

I Corinthians 2:11-12 

Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except 

the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might know the things freely given to us by 

God. 

 

Christ said, “My sheep hear My voice.” If we will 

attend to the voice of the Spirit of Christ within us, 

and yield ourselves to go where He leads and ac-

cept the life He chooses for us, Yahshua assures us 

that at the end of the journey we will be mature 

sons who manifest His life and character. There is 

no substitute for a Spirit directed life. Not even a 
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life devoted to the Law and to an embrace of He-

brew roots can serve as a substitute for a Spirit di-

rected life. Indeed, when one embraces the Law as 

their guide, the Law becomes an impediment, hin-

dering the believer from looking to the Spirit of 

Christ as their guide. 

 

The Hebrew Roots movement has an additional at-

tractiveness in that it sets before the Christian vari-

ous symbols, rites, holidays, and items of dress that 

provide them a means to outwardly attest to their 

inner devotion to Christ. Yet, all of these things are 

carnal. They are nothing more than external trap-

pings. The true manifestation of our union with 

Christ is expressed through the spiritual fruit pro-

duced through our oneness with Yahshua. 

 

Matthew 7:16-20 

“You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not 

gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, 

are they? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; 

but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot 

produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 

fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will 

know them by their fruits.” 

 

Christ did not say His disciples would be known by 

their Hanukkah candles, by the Israeli flag flying 

outside their home, or by their usage of the Hebrew 

language interspersed in their daily conversation. 

Christ’s disciples are not recognized by wearing 

kippot, or tallit, or tzitzit. You will recognize the 

true disciples of Christ by their spiritual fruit. 

 

Galatians 5:22-24 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Now those who belong to Christ Yahshua have cru-

cified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

 

Looking Like Christ 

 

In his book Messianic Judaism is Not Christianity, 

Stan Telchin (a Jewish believer in Messiah) ad-

dresses some of the motives that Gentile believers 

become involved in these groups. One of the rea-

sons he has frequently heard cited is that the Gen-

tile believers have a love for the Jewish people and 

wish to gain some acceptance and influence with 

them by adopting Hebrew roots. Stan writes that 

those who embrace Hebrew Roots to be accepted 

by Jewish people are misguided. 

 

Gaining acceptance by the Jewish community 

seems to have become one of [Messianic Juda-

ism’s] primary objectives... As Jews who believe in 

Jesus, Messianic Jews want to be identified with 

and accepted by a Jewry that has largely rejected 

God and His Word. Clearly, this is not a biblical 

objective... 

 

I agree with Arnold Fructenbaum who says, “It is 

self-deceiving to believe that a Jewish lifestyle is 

the means of being accepted by the Jewish commu-

nity or the Jewish leadership.” The traditional Jew-

ish community abhors Messianic Judaism... 
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In order to be a Jew, a person must be born of Jew-

ish parents. It does not matter what his parents be-

lieve or what the person himself or herself believes. 

Many of us are quite comfortable with Jewish Hin-

dus, Jewish Buddhists, atheistic Jews, agnostic 

Jews, Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Jews. 

We even can understand humanistic Judaism. The 

Jewish community does not have any trouble con-

tinuing to call these people Jews. 

 

But when a Jewish person accepts Jesus, the situa-

tion changes. Why? Because so many Jewish peo-

ple have bought into the rabbis’ repeated slogan: 

“You cannot be Jewish and believe in Jesus.” 

When it comes to followers of Jesus, by whatever 

name they choose to identify themselves, the line in 

the sand is drawn. These people are not welcome. 

What that has to tell you is that those in Messianic 

Judaism fool only themselves when they insist that 

they soon will receive approval from the Jewish 

community... 

[Stan Telchin, Messianic Judaism is Not Christian-

ity] 

 

In his book, Stan Telchin provides the testimony of 

a number of people who left Messianic Judaism. 

The reasons they provided for departing from this 

movement are insightful. 

 

“Tell me Charlie, did you stay in the synagogue 

very long?” 

 

“Well, we stayed about a year and a half,” he re-

plied. “But then I began to be troubled by what I 

observed, and Fran was equally troubled.” 

 

“By what?” I asked. 

 

“Well, from a theological point of view, it seemed 

as if they were concentrating on emulating rabbinic 

Judaism with a Christian vocabulary rather than 

focusing on the finished work Jesus did on the 

cross. This thereby encouraged Gentiles to do 

things that Gentiles were never required to do in 

Scripture. We Gentiles never had to wear yarmul-

kes (head coverings) or tallits (prayer shawls) ot 

tsitsit (fringes on our garments). Yet the implication 

was that if we wanted to belong, we had to wear 

them. And there were so many Gentiles in atten-

dance! More than eighty percent of those who came 

each week were not Jewish. Why did they have to 

do these things?... 

 

Then Fran jumped into the conversation. “The 

Gentiles who attended seemed to be worshiping 

symbols of Judaism. Isn’t that idolatry?” she asked. 

“And I know of a Gentile couple who went to an 

Orthodox rabbi and converted to Judaism. The hus-

band was circumcised, and they try to keep a ko-

sher home. And for others, there seemed to be an 

identity crisis. Some of the Gentiles I met began to 

search their family tree in order to find a Jewish 

relative. They wanted to be Jewish, and they tried 

to live by the Law... If you want to know what really 

did it for me and why I insisted that we leave that 

congregation, I’ll tell you. I was filled to overflow-

ing with all the ‘wannabes’ and the ‘Pharisees’!”... 

 

“Jean” is a young Jewish mother of two beautiful 

children. She attended a church before she met her 

future Jewish husband, but when they decided to 

marry, he convinced her to attend his Messianic 

synagogue. She agreed to do so, and for several 

years they rarely missed a service. Then things be-

gan to change. When I asked Jean what it was that 

disturbed them, she said, “I want to be very careful 

about how I answer that question, so let me put my 

thoughts in writing to you.” 

 

A few weeks later, Jean wrote to me: 
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I have been agonizing as I have relived the experi-

ences we had at the Messianic synagogue and why 

we left. Simply stated, I was at once saddened and 

angry by the way many of my Gentile brothers and 

sisters - who made up about 85 percent of the con-

gregation - showed almost a contempt toward God 

by despising what He had made them to be. I felt 

they did this when they dressed as Jews and 

adopted all sorts of religious traditions that they 

convinced themselves they were obligated to prac-

tice. 

 

Week after week I would anguish over the emphasis 

on Jewishness rather than “Jesusness.” Gentiles 

were changing their names to Jewish-sounding 

ones and calling themselves Jews. 

[Ibid] 

 

Brothers and sisters, being “Christ-like” does not 

mean one has to act Jewish. It certainly does not 

require that one embrace rabbinic practices that are 

not found in the Bible. Becoming Christ-like is a 

matter of character, not external custom or religious 

practice. Do not be deceived by those who would 

put style before substance. The kingdom of God 

does not come with outward signs to be observed. 

The kingdom of God is within you. 

 

May you be blessed with peace and understanding 

in these days. 
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Just as I am, though tossed 
about 

With many a conflict, many a 
doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, 
without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, 
blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the 
mind, 

Yea, all I need in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed 
for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come 
to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee whose blood can 
cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

Just as I am, Thy love un-
known 

Hath broken every barrier 
down; 

Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine 
alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

Written by Charlotte Elliott, 
1835 
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