
This issue of Parables 
Bookshelf concludes 
the book Laying Down 
the Law. 

 

When God Changed 
the Menu 

 

The question often 
arises as to whether 
Christians are to ob-
serve the shadows of 
the Old Covenant. 
Should Christians keep 
the feasts of Yahweh? 
Should they rest on the 
Sabbath day? Is it the 
Father’s will for those 
in Christ to eat only 
those foods the Law of 
Moses declared to be 
clean? In this post, I 
want to look specifically 
at the dietary regula-
tions contained in the 
Law of Moses. 

There are entire de-
nominations, such as 
Seventh Day Advent-
ists, and The World-
wide Church of God, 
who proclaim that the 
dietary laws of the Old 
Testament are still in 
effect. Those who are 
Torah Observant make 
the dietary laws a key 
part of their instruc-
tions to the saints. 
What did Christ’s apos-
tles’ teach? Is the body 
of Christ still subject to 
the dietary regulations 
found in the Law? 

 

For those who have 
understood and re-
ceived the things writ-
ten thus far in this se-
ries, the answer should 
be obvious. The Law of 
Moses has no jurisdic-
tion over those who are 

in Christ. By virtue of 
union with Christ, be-
lievers have died to the 
Law that they might be 
joined to another. 
There is a new priest-
hood, a new law, a new 
manner of living in the 
Spirit. “Old things have 
passed away. Behold, 
all things have become 
new.” Shadows have 
given way to substance. 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Therefore no one is 
to act as your judge 
in regard to food or 
drink or in respect to a 
festival or a new moon 
or a Sabbath day - 
things which are a 
shadow of what is 
to come; but the 
substance belongs 
to Christ. 
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“Such as do not grow in grace, decay in grace. There is no standing at a stay 

in religion, either we go forward or backward; if faith does not grow, unbe-

lief will; if heavenly mindedness doth not grow, covetousness will.” 

Thomas Watson 

"The greater perfection a soul aspires after, the more dependent it is upon divine 

grace."  
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Scripture Memory 

Titus 2:11-12 

For the grace of God has ap-
peared, bringing salvation to all 
men, instructing us to deny un-
godliness and worldly desires and 
to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age... 



As we look at the entire counsel of Christ’s apostles, we 
find that observing the shadows relating to food, feast 
days, new moons, and Sabbaths is not required. On the 
other hand, observance of the shadows is not forbidden, 
or condemned. The counsel of the apostles is that every 
man should strive to maintain a pure conscience before 
God. All Christians should seek to follow the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. Christians have varying degrees of 
knowledge of the mind and ways of God. One whose 
knowledge is mature may realize that nothing is unclean 
in itself, and all things can be eaten with thanksgiving. 
One who does not have this knowledge, believes he can 
only eat that which Moses permitted. 

 

There are those who argue that since God is eternal, and 
He changes not, that His laws do not change. On the 
surface, this sounds reasonable. However, it does not 
stand up under scrutiny. The Bible is filled with exam-
ples of the unchanging God changing the manner in 
which He relates to men. Yahweh has frequently altered 
His instructions to mankind. We saw this in a previous 
chapter where we looked at Christ’s oft repeated phrase, 
“You have heard..., but I say...” 

 

The arguments for the continuance of the dietary laws 
appeal to the natural man’s sense of justice, but they are 
not supported by Scriptures. If the argument were true 
that God’s instructions (Torah) to man do not change, 
for He Himself does not change, then we must find cor-
roborating evidence of this declaration in the Bible. 
What then, are we to make of the fact that Yahweh has 
repeatedly changed His instructions to man regarding 
what He can eat, and He is prophesied to do it again 
during the Millennial reign of Christ? 

 

Let us examine the Biblical evidence. When God first 
created Adam and Eve, He gave them only fruits and 
vegetables and the produce of the earth for their food. 

 

Genesis 1:29 

And God said, "See, I have given you every herb that 
yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for 
food.” 

 

Even the animals ate a vegan diet. There were no carni-
vores when the earth was fashioned. 

 

Genesis 1:30 

Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which 
there is life, I have given every green herb for food"; and 
it was so. 

 

Are these instructions Yahweh delivered to the first man 
and woman identical to those given to Moses? Abso-
lutely not! Moses permitted men to eat animal flesh. 
Animal flesh was prohibited to Adam and Eve. We see 
then that God’s Torah (instruction) does change. 

 

The first menu God gave to man lasted for approxi-
mately 1,700 years. From Adam unto Noah man had 
only plants to eat. After the flood Yahweh declared that 
man could eat meat. 

 

Genesis 9:1-5 

 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: 
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth... Every 
moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I 
have given you all things, even as the green 
herbs. But you shall not eat flesh with its life, 
that is, its blood. 

 

We see that Noah and his descendants were permitted 
to eat “every moving thing that lives.” If a pig moved it 
could be eaten. Crabs and shrimp moved, so they could 
be eaten. “Every moving thing...” was the only criteria 
listed in Yahweh’s instruction to Noah. The ONLY prohi-
bition was against eating blood, for the life (literally 
“soul”) of the animal is in the blood.  

 

Noah understood that certain animals were considered 
clean, and some unclean, for he had made a distinction 
among them when bringing them on the ark. Of every 
clean animal, he took them by sevens onto the ark, a 
male with his female. Of every unclean animal he took 
by twos onto the ark. 

 

After the flood subsided, we read that Noah offered to 
Yahweh a sacrifice of every clean animal that had been 
brought onto the ark. However, Yahweh made no dis-
tinction between clean and unclean when telling Noah 
what he could eat. Rather, the instruction is “If it moves, 
it can be eaten.” 
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This dietary instruction was in force from Noah to 
Moses, a span of approximately 800 years. For 430 
years of this span, the descendants of Abraham were 
under the Noahide laws, for the Mosaic Law had not 
been given. Abraham’s descendants were permitted to 
eat pigs, and shellfish, and everything that moved on the 
earth. There was no prohibition given to them regarding 
these things UNTIL the Law was delivered to Moses. 
The Law came 430 years after Yahweh made a covenant 
of promise to Abraham, and 2,500 years after Adam.  

 

Paul declared, “where there is no law there is no trans-
gression.” Seeing that there was no law against eating 
certain types of meat UNTIL the Mosaic Law was given, 
those who ate unclean animals did not transgress. 

 

Those who argue that “God changeth not,” therefore the 
laws He gives to men do not change, are failing to rightly 
divide the word of God. Do you perceive that prior to the 
flood it was a transgression of the will of God for a man 
to eat animal flesh? After the flood he could do so and 
not transgress. From Noah until Moses, man could eat 
anything that moved. A man could eat a hog from hoof 
to snout, including the fat. The only thing forbidden was 
the blood. There was no transgression. 

 

Why is it so incredible then to conceive that the instruc-
tions (Torah) Yahweh gave to Moses were also for a lim-
ited duration? Yahweh intended for the Law of Moses to 
be in force UNTIL the promised Seed should come. 

 

Galatians 3:19 

Why the Law then? It was added because of transgres-
sions, having been ordained through angels by the 
agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to 
whom the promise had been made. 

 

There was a period of 1,500 years from Moses to Christ 
(the Seed of God). During this time the people of God 
had many prohibitions relating to food. No longer could 
God’s people eat anything that moved. Now, they were 
limited to those land creatures that had a split hoof and 
chewed the cud. Pertaining to that which dwelt in the 
sea, the rivers and lakes, it was no longer everything that 
moved, but that which had fins and scales. Even the 
birds and the insects were divided into what could be 
eaten, and what could not. 

 

Beyond these restrictions, there were further limits 
placed on man’s consumption. Under the Mosaic Law 
man could not eat fat, not even fat found on animals 
declared to be clean. The fat and the blood were to be 
offered to Yahweh. It was forbidden to boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk. During the week of Passover, no leaven 
could be used in cooking. 

 

The regulations found in the Law all serve as parables. 
In each one some spiritual truth is being foreshadowed. 
Time does not permit me to write of what these dietary 
regulations signified. I have posted writings on some of 
them. 

 

http://www.heart4god.ws/id592.htm 

http://www.heart4god.ws/id643.htm 

 

When Christ came, the time of mankind’s probation, 
being guarded and ruled by the Law of Moses, ended. 
Consequently, the instruction God gave to mankind re-
garding what was to be eaten changed. 

 

Acts 15:28-29 

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, 
to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things: that you abstain from things 
offered to idols, from blood, from things stran-
gled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep 
yourselves from these, you will do well. 

 

Once more man could eat all that moved, but the ancient 
prohibition against eating blood remained. When an 
animal is strangled, the blood remains in the meat. The 
instruction to abstain “from blood” and “from things 
strangled,” are the only recorded instructions relating to 
food for those who are in Christ. 

 

It did not seem “good to the Holy Spirit” “to lay upon” 
those turning to Christ from among the Gentiles all the 
“burden” of the Law. Of the myriad of dietary regula-
tions in the Law, “it seemed good to the Holy Spirit” to 
burden these new creatures in Christ only with the die-
tary prohibition to abstain from eating blood. The apos-
tles and leaders of the Jewish believers in Messiah, met 
in Jerusalem to consider the specific question of 
whether new Gentile converts should be instructed to 
keep the Law of Moses. Peter summed up the conclusion 
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of the elders with these words: 

 

Acts 15:10 

Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on 
the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor 
we were able to bear? 

 

The yoke Peter spoke of was a yoke of slavery. The Law 
treated men as slaves. God seeing that man was a slave 
to sin, treated him like a slave by placing him under the 
Law. Those who are in Christ are free from bondage to 
sin. Therefore, Yahweh treats them as free men. The 
new creation man is given liberty. 

 

Galatians 5:1-2 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has 
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke 
of bondage. Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become 
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 

 

The elders and apostles carefully considered this matter 
and concluded that, of the 613 laws delivered to Moses, 
only three needed to be passed on to the Gentile Chris-
tians (I am combining the two dealing with blood.) No 
instructions regarding fins and scales, cloven hoofs and 
chewing cuds were placed upon the Gentile’s necks. 
They were taught to walk by the Spirit. An excessive list 
of carnal ordinances would take their eyes away from 
the Spirit of Christ as their guide. 

 

We see then that from Adam to Noah man ate only a 
diet of plant matter. From Noah to Moses, man ate plant 
matter and anything that moved. From Moses to Christ, 
the people of God ate that which the Law declared to be 
clean. From Christ until today, the people of God are 
instructed to not eat blood, but have no other law of pro-
hibition. 

The words of the elders and apostles are not Yahweh’s 
final instruction regarding diet. It will change again. The 
Scriptures declare that during the Millennial reign of 
Christ those animals that are carnivores will become 
herbivores. 

 

Isaiah 11:6-7 

"The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb; the leopard 
shall lie down with the young goat; the calf and the 

young lion and the fatling together; And a little child 
shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; Their 
young ones shall lie down together; And the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. 

 

These words of the prophet Isaiah describe a return to 
the conditions of Eden. In Eden the animals were given 
every green herb for food. Man also was given every 
green herb, and every fruit tree, from which to eat. This 
will be the condition of the earth once more. 

 

Can you imagine the arguments of the Torah devotee 
who makes it into the Millennial period? “What do you 
mean I can’t kill that cow and cook its flesh? Moses said 
I could do so. Why can’t I wring that chicken’s neck? 
Don’t you know the Law doesn’t change.” Although such 
a hypothetical argument appears silly, it demonstrates 
the error of those who suppose that the Law is an eternal 
ordinance. Every work of God has a time and season 
allotted to it. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose 
under heaven… 

 

As we look back at the history of Yahweh’s dealings with 
man, we see that great changes occurred during the life 
of Noah. Further great alterations occurred during the 
life of Moses. Yet, the greatest change of all in the way 
Yahweh relates to man occurred during the earthly life 
of His Son. Seeing that Yahweh’s instructions to man-
kind were altered with Noah and Moses, it is no stretch 
to conceive of them changing once more with Christ. 

 

While I have your attention turned to the Millennial pe-
riod, let me share the following. The saints should not 
suppose that they can hasten on toward a more perfect 
and Edenic state by adopting a vegetarian diet now. 
Christ walked perfectly before the Father while on the 
earth, and He ate meat. Numerous times it is recorded 
that He ate fish, as well as feeding it to His disciples. He 
is even recorded as having eaten fish twice after His 
resurrection. 

 

Those who choose to eat vegetables only are not prohib-
ited from doing so, but their food choices are no more 
righteous than those of the man who chooses to eat 
meat. Christ declared that it is not what enters man’s 
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mouth that defiles him. It is what comes out of man’s 
mouth that defiles. 

 

Mark 7:18-23 

And He said to them, "Are you so lacking in understand-
ing also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into 
the man from outside cannot defile him, because it does 
not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is elimi-
nated?" Thus He declared all foods clean. And He 
was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is 
what defiles the man. "For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, 
as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and 
foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within 
and defile the man." 

 

Yahweh’s focus has always been upon creating a clean 
heart (soul) in man. Foods do not defile the soul of man. 
They affect only the body. The Law’s regulations per-
taining to food were not given with the thought of mak-
ing the man righteous. They were given as types and 
shadows of spiritual truth. Through His Son, God made 
clean that which was formerly unclean. 

 

Acts 10:9-16 

 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew 
near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, 
about the sixth hour. Then he became very hungry and 
wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a 
trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great 
sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and 
let down to the earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed 
animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and 
birds of the air. And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; 
kill and eat." But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have 
never eaten anything unholy or unclean." And a voice 
spoke to him again the second time, "What God has 
cleansed you must not call unholy." This was done 
three times. And the object was taken up into heaven 
again. 

I realize this experience of Peter’s served as a message to 
declare that the Gentiles had been declared clean by 
God. Yet, other Scriptures reveal that foods that were 
unclean under the Law were made clean as well. The 
apostle Paul declares this to be so in several letters to 
different groups of people. 

 

 

I Timothy 4:3-5 

Men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from 
foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in 
by those who believe and know the truth. For every-
thing created by God is good, and nothing is to 
be rejected if it is received with gratitude; for it is 
sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. 

 

Speaking specifically of foods, (see verse 13) Paul de-
clares the following: 

 

Romans 14:14-15 

I know and am convinced by the Lord Yahshua 
that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him 
who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is un-
clean.  

 

I Corinthians 8:8 

But food will not commend us to God; we are 
neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the bet-
ter if we do eat.  

 

In these last words of Paul, we find an echo of the verse 
we looked at in the previous post. “Neither circumcision, 
nor uncircumcision availeth anything, but a new crea-
tion.” We are neither the worse if we do not eat 
(circumcision, keeping the Law), nor the better if we do 
eat (uncircumcision, free from the Law). As Yahshua 
declared, what enters the mouth does not defile the 
man. On the other hand, eating “holy” foods does not 
make the man righteous. 

 

This chapter would not be complete unless I spoke of the 
role of the Spirit as it pertains to diet. If man is freed 
from the Law, but fails to come under the rule of the 
Spirit of Christ, he is lawless. The fact that God has 
given only the prohibition against eating blood to those 
who are in Christ, does not imply that man is to be self-
directed in what he eats. 

 

The very beginning of Christ’s ministry began with His 
Father, through the indwelling Spirit, giving His Son 
instructions relating to food consumption. The Father 
told His Son that He was to fast from all food for forty 
days. If Christ were led of the Law of Moses, He could 
have argued that Moses permitted a man to eat food 
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daily. As long as clean foods were chosen, there was no 
necessity for Him to fast. Christ was not led by the Law, 
but by the Spirit. His Father revealed His will to be that 
Christ fast for forty days, so obedience required submis-
sion to this revelation. 

 

As sons of God, we too will find the Father giving us spe-
cific instructions regarding our diet. Sometimes He will 
lead us to fast. Other times He will direct us to avoid 
certain foods, or add certain foods to our diet. Some 
years ago when I was very much overweight, the Father 
instructed me to cut out the fats and sugars from my 
diet. The Law of Moses says nothing regarding sugar, 
but the Spirit is able to speak to us specifically, guiding 
each individual perfectly. 

 

The Father has disciplined me much in the area of eat-
ing, for I had appetites that were unrestrained most of 
my life. I know that my Father has an interest in what I 
eat. He has an opinion in the matter, and I do well to 
seek to know His thoughts and to abide by them. 

 

Just because the saint has no written code today to in-
struct him in what to eat, does not imply that Yahweh 
has no instruction to give in the matter. Our instruction 
comes from a different channel. We are instructed by 
the Spirit who was given to indwell us. The following 
principle is given to the body of Christ. 

 

I Corinthians 10:31 

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.   

 

That is the conclusion of the matter. 

 

Toward a Perfect Man 

 

Matthew 5:48 

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. 

 

Colossians 1:28 

[Christ] we preach, warning every man and teaching 
every man in all wisdom, that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Yahshua. 

Hebrews 7:18-19 

For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former 
commandment because of its weakness and unprofit-
ableness, for the law made nothing perfect... 

 

Both Christ and His apostles stated that the goal of their 
labor was to present men perfect before Yahweh. The 
time had arrived for man to move past childhood into 
maturity. In pursuit of this goal, a new, far more capa-
ble, instrument needed to be employed. The Law could 
make no man perfect. At its best, it contained only a 
shadow of the righteousness of God and His plan for 
mankind. The Law needed to be replaced by that which 
was perfect, and which had the power to present man 
perfect. 

 

Christ appeared at a time when the people of God had 
experienced only an imperfect revelation of the Father. 
They had never seen God in the flesh. They had only the 
shadow of the Law, and it was subject to misinterpreta-
tion. When Christ appeared, mankind had revealed be-
fore them for the first time a perfect representation of 
God. 

 

Hebrews 1:3 

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact repre-
sentation of His nature, and upholds all things by the 
word of His power. 

 

The Law did not contain “the exact representation of 
[God’s] nature.” Neither did the Law contain the power 
to make men perfect. The Law was weak. It was neces-
sary for Yahweh to replace the Law with that which was 
perfect and powerful, for the time had come for men to 
progress past childhood to perfection. 

 

Romans 7:4 

Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the 
Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be 
joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, 
in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

 

God the Father was looking for the mature fruit of sons 
in His own image and likeness. The Law could not pro-
duce this fruit. Therefore, at the precise moment or-
dained by God, mankind was joined to the One who 
could make men perfect. 
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Christ, in His person, is the perfect image of the Father. 
Because Yahshua is an “an exact representation of 
[God’s] nature,” He is able to show the Father’s nature 
fully, and perfectly to man. When Christ sent forth His 
Spirit to indwell man, the power to become perfect was 
given to men. The Spirit of Christ residing in man pro-
vides the power to accomplish God’s purpose.  

 

Romans 8:11 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Yahshua from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

Yahweh’s purpose is to have mature, perfected sons. His 
instrument to produce these sons is the Spirit of Christ. 
That which was weak and a mere shadow, has been re-
placed by that which is powerful and an exact represen-
tation of God’s nature. 

 

In their infancy, the people of God were given a tutor 
and schoolmaster to guide them. The tutor was not ca-
pable of making men perfect. It could only guard men 
during their infancy until the time came to deliver them 
into the hands of the One who could make them perfect. 

 

Galatians 4:4-5 

But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth 
His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that 
He might redeem those who were under the Law, that 
we might receive the adoption as sons. 

 

“The adoption as sons” is a reference to being judged as 
mature, having the character of the Father formed in the 
child. When the Father’s character is observed to be rep-
licated in the child, the child is adopted. He rises from 
the rank of a child under tutors, to a son who is given 
authority and liberty. 

 

Paul is declaring that “when the fulness of the time 
came,” for mature sons of Yahweh to be manifested, He 
sent forth His Son. Yahshua was “born of a woman, born 
under the Law” which signifies that He is the transi-
tional point. He arose among those who were children, 
but He progressed onto maturity that He might lead 
others to this same maturity. Christ had to learn obedi-
ence and be perfected as a son (Hebrews 5:8). He grew 

up among a people who were disobedient and forever 
stuck in adolescence. Yahshua was the first to receive 
the commendation from Yahweh that He was a well 
pleasing son. 

 

Matthew 3:17 

And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

 

Throughout the course of His ministry on earth Yahshua 
never did any work, or spoke any word, of His own ini-
tiative. He was a perfect Son, with a perfect heart. He 
was always observing the Father and doing precisely 
what He saw the Father doing. 

 

John 5:19-20 

Then Yahshua answered and said to them, "Most assur-
edly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but 
what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the 
Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the 
Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does...” 

 

If mankind is to also walk perfectly before the Father, he 
must have the same guide that Yahshua had. The Law 
cannot reveal to us what the Father’s will is for every 
action and word, but the Spirit can. It was the Spirit of 
God that guided Christ, and all who would be perfect 
must be guided by the same Spirit. 

 

From the moment of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan 
River, we read that He was led of the Spirit. 

 

Luke 4:1 

Then Yahshua, being filled with the Holy Spirit, re-
turned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit... 

 

Luke 4:14 

Then Yahshua returned in the power of the Spirit to 
Galilee... 

 

The Spirit both guided and empowered Christ, and He is 
given to perform the same functions for all those who 
are “in Christ.” 
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John 16:7-13 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage 
that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will 
not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you... 
I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now.  However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 
has come, He will guide you into all truth... 

 

In these words, Yahshua discloses that the Spirit will 
perform the role of communicator and guide. Although 
Christ disclosed many things to His disciples during His 
ministry years, there was much they were not yet pre-
pared to receive. The Spirit to be sent would disclose to 
them every thought of God at the appropriate time. 
Rather than having the Law as their guide, with priests, 
scribes and legions of lawyers as its administrators, 
Christ’s disciples would be taught directly by God 
through the Spirit. 

 

I John 2:27 

But the anointing which you have received from Him 
abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach 
you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning 
all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has 
taught you, you will abide in Him. 

 

In this role of communicator of the mind of God, the 
Spirit and the Law are seen in parallel roles. Indeed, 
what was seen in type and shadow in Moses and the Law 
is fulfilled in antitype and substance in Christ and the 
Spirit. Consider the following parallels. 

 

During the ministry of Moses, when the Israelites 
wanted to know the mind of Yahweh, they would come 
and inquire of Moses. 

 

Exodus 18:15-16 

And Moses said to his father-in-law, "The people come 
to me to inquire of God. When they have a difficulty, 
they come to me, and I judge between one and another; 
and I make known the statutes of God and His laws." 

 

This same Moses, could not remain forever with the 
people in this role. Yahweh had Moses ascend Mount 
Sinai to meet with Him. Moses brought the Law down 
the mountain, leaving it with the people to serve as their 
instructor and guide for the next 1,500 years. 

A parallel fulfillment is observed in the life of Christ. 
When Yahshua walked the earth, His disciples looked to 
Him much as the Israelites looked to Moses. Christ’s 
disciples approached Him that He might declare to them 
the mind of God and serve as their instructor. 

 

Matthew 13:36 

Then Yahshua sent the multitude away and went into 
the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, 
"Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field."  

 

Matthew 15:15 

Then Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this par-
able to us." 

 

Mark 4:10 

But when He was alone, those around Him with the 
twelve asked Him about the parable. 

 

Christ also could not remain with His disciples in this 
role forever. It was better that He go away. So, even as 
Moses ascended the mountain and brought back the 
Law, Christ ascended to the Father and sent back the 
Spirit. 

 

We have already seen the parallels and contrasts be-
tween these two events. When Moses brought back the 
Law 3,000 men died. When the Spirit was received on 
the day of Pentecost, 3,000 men were saved. In every 
way, the Spirit which has been given to indwell man is 
superior to the Law that Moses brought down from the 
mountain. The former work points to the latter which is 
far more substantial, able to make men perfect. 

 

The Spirit of Christ goes far beyond instruction. The 
Spirit does more than serving as the voice of God to the 
saints. He is the source of all power. By virtue of the 
Spirit of Christ residing in man, the power that is 
needed to obey the Father and live a life as a pleasing 
son is finally realized. 

 

Luke 24:49 

Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but 
tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are en-
dued with power from on high." 
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Ephesians 3:20 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us... 

 

People of God, it was necessary that the Law be insti-
tuted for a time until that perfect Tutor and Helper 
should come. We must be released from the former to be 
joined to the latter. The teacher and guide of man’s 
childhood must give way to the One who can present all 
men perfect in Christ. 

 

The Law was given to restrain men who were slaves to 
sin and to point them to their Redeemer and Savior. 
Those who have been born of the Spirit of Christ are no 
longer slaves to sin. They were formerly dead spiritually, 
but in Christ they have been made alive. It is inappropri-
ate for a spiritual man to be ruled by the tutor to the car-
nal man. The spiritual man needs a Helper that can 
bring him to perfection. The Law makes nothing perfect. 

 

Having begun your life as a son of God by the Spirit, it is 
folly to believe that a return to a Law of fleshly ordi-
nances will make one perfect. 

 

Galatians 3:3 

Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you 
now being made perfect by the flesh? 

 

Hebrews 9:9-10 

For the gifts and sacrifices that the priests offer are not 
able to cleanse the consciences of the people who bring 
them. For that old system deals only with food and drink 
and various cleansing ceremonies - physical regulations 
that were in effect only until a better system could be 
established. 

[New Living Translation] 

 

The King James Bible calls the physical regulations of 
the Law “carnal ordinances.” The New King James and 
New American Standard describe them as “fleshly ordi-
nances.” It is these regulations of the Law that Paul is 
referring to when he asks, “Are you so foolish? Having 
begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by 
the flesh?” Paul declares that these fleshly ordinances 
were in effect, only “until a better system could be estab-

lished.” 

The King James speaks of these carnal ordinances being 
in effect until the “time of reformation.” The Darby Bible 
describes this time as “the time of setting things right.” 
The Douay-Rheims Bible similarly describes this occa-
sion as “the time of correction.” 

 

When Christ came, He set things right between God and 
man. He removed the enmity that existed between them, 
“having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of 
decrees against us...,having nailed it to the cross” 
(Colossians 2:14). Christ brought “re-formation” to man 
by giving him a new heart and a new spirit. Men who 
experience the spirit birth truly become “new creatures” 
in Christ. Thus, the period of man’s probation under the 
Law is brought to a close, and a new era of life in the 
Spirit is initiated. 

 

Although every member of Christ’s flock has the ability 
to hear His voice, and John has testified that the anoint-
ing (the Holy Spirit) teaches them all things, Yahshua 
has given ministers to the flock to help shepherd them. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-14 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some proph-
ets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ... 

 

If the ministers are not equipping and edifying the 
saints, leading them “to a perfect man,” then they are 
not fulfilling their calling. Ministers who are leading 
people back to the Law are unwittingly leading them 
away from the Spirit who alone can make them perfect. 
A minister should emphasize the need of every saint to 
hear the voice of God themselves. He must impress 
upon those who are partakers of the Spirit their daily 
need to be surrendered to the direction of the Spirit in 
all their actions and words. 

 

Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God. 
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The tragic effect of embracing the Law as one’s guide 
and instructor to know what the Father would have men 
to do, is that the saints fail to seek the mind of the Spirit. 
Believing the mind of God can be ascertained in the 
Law, they see no need to look for it elsewhere. Those 
who look to the Law as their guide will remain in perpet-
ual childhood. If we would be perfect, we must walk as 
Christ walked. 

 

Matthew 19:21 

Yahshua said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, 
sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 

 

There is no other path to perfection as a son of God than 
to be led and empowered by the Spirit of Christ. The 
saints must accept no substitute for the Spirit led life. 
Moses and the Law could make no man perfect. Being 
led by one’s soul will not lead to the Father’s will. Only a 
Spirit led life can bring the saint to the fulness of the 
stature that belongs to Christ. 

 

All who would be perfect must lay aside the Law and be 
joined to another, even to He who was raised from the 
dead. 

 

Romans 7:6 

But now we have been delivered from the law, having 
died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in 
the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the 
letter. 

 

Understanding Difficult Scriptures 

 

Many saints who have adopted the view that the Law 
continues as the guardian and tutor to the saints today 
arrive at this view due to a misapprehension of various 
Scriptures. Although their conviction may be sincere, 
error will always result in undesirable consequences. 

 

If you have patiently considered all the preceding mate-
rial in this teaching series, you have had presented to 
you the truth that the Law was not made for spiritual 
men and women. The testimony of the apostles of Christ 
found in the Scriptures is that those who are in Christ 
have died to the Law in order to be joined to another. 

The Law with its shadows, its weakness, and its inability 
to make any man perfect, has been replaced by that 
which is substantial, powerful and able to present men 
perfect. 

 

What then, are we to make of various Scriptures that are 
often cited by men to advocate the continuance of the 
Law? Many of these Scriptures come from the life of 
Christ. They are His own words. 

 

It must be understood precisely where the Law was 
ended. The Law still retained its authority when Christ 
was born. 

 

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law... 

 

The covenant of the Law continued throughout the years 
of Christ’s ministry. The Son of God declared that He 
came to fulfill the Law. 

 

Matthew 5:17-20 

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For 
assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law 
till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

 

Many saints do a cursory reading of this passage from 
Matthew’s gospel and conclude that Christ said the Law 
will remain as long as the heavens and earth exist. This 
is not what He said. Yahshua declared that the Law 
would not pass away “till all is fulfilled.” Immediately 
before this He declared that He came to fulfill the Law. 

 

The saint must answer the question, “Did Yahshua ac-
complish what He said He came to do? Did He fulfill the 
Law?” The testimony of the Scriptures is a resounding 
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“Yes!” 

 

Matthew 3:13-15 

 Then Yahshua came from Galilee to John at the Jordan 
to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You com-
ing to me?" But Yahshua answered and said to him, 
"Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. 

 

Luke 24:44 

Then He said to them, "These are the words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms con-
cerning Me." 

The Son of God not only fulfilled every prophecy of the 
Messiah, but He satisfied all the righteous requirements 
of the Law. 

 

Hebrews 4:15 

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. 

 

Yahshua did what the Father sent Him to do. He ful-
filled the Law. The Law could not pass away until all was 
fulfilled. The Law ended as the Son of God hung on the 
cross. It ended much as it began, with darkness, and 
terror, and the rocks being split. 

 

Exodus 19:16-19 

Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, 
that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet 
was very loud, so that all the people who were in the 
camp trembled. And Moses brought the people out of 
the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of 
the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in 
smoke, because Yahweh descended upon it in fire. Its 
smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the 
whole mountain quaked greatly. 

 

Matthew 27:50-54 

And Yahshua cried out again with a loud voice, and 

yielded up His spirit.  Then, behold, the veil of the tem-
ple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split..., So when the centu-
rion and those with him, who were guarding Yahshua, 
saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, 
they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of 
God!" 

 

The ministry of the Law was terrifying to the soul of man 
from its beginning until the very end. The Law was a 
minister of condemnation and death. Its beginning ter-
rified all who observed it, as did its ending. 

 

Who could observe the judgment of the Law upon the 
Son of God and not be shaken to their depths? The Law 
did not slay Christ for His sins, but for the sins of man-
kind. Those who observed the crucifixion witnessed the 
Law’s righteous judgment on man. We should all stand 
with trembling to understand that it should have been 
us on the cross. Yahshua accepted the full judgment of 
the Law on our behalf, and with this judgment the Law 
ended. 

 

Galatians 2:19-20 

For I through the law died to the law that I might live to 
God. I have been crucified with Christ... 

 

As long as the Adamic man lived, the Law had jurisdic-
tion over him. The covenant could only be ended by 
death. Those who are in Christ have died. When He was 
crucified, they were crucified. When Yahshua died, they 
died. When the Messiah rose again to newness of life, so 
too did all who are partakers of His life. 

 

Romans 6:3-8 

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Yahshua were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been united together in 
the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in 
the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our 
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from 
sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with Him... 
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For Christ, the Law ended when He died. For the Chris-
tian, the Law ends the moment they become a partaker 
of the life of Christ. It is with this understanding that all 
the words of Christ must be discerned. The Son of God’s 
life serves as the transition point from Law to Grace; 
from legal prohibition to liberty; from a written code to 
life in the Spirit. On the cross the Law’s claim over man-
kind was satisfied. 

 

Colossians 2:13-14 

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped 
out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, 
which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross. 

 

Before the eyes of the Father stand the charges of the 
Law. With the blood of His Son it is stamped “Paid in 
Full.” The Law condemned man and caused enmity to 
exist between God and man. Christ removed the enmity, 
thereby opening the door for man to become a partaker 
of the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit of Christ residing in 
man that makes known the will of Christ in the heart of 
the believer. Those who are Christ’s are called to heed 
every instruction Christ discloses to them. 

 

John 14:21-24 

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it 
is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved 
by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to 
him." Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it 
that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the 
world?" Yahshua answered and said to him, "If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with 
him. He who does not love Me does not keep My 
words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but 
the Father's who sent Me.” 

 

John 15:10-12 

If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments 
and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be 
full. This is My 

 

Some have erred in correlating Christ’s commandments 

with the commands of Moses. Similarly, some have mis-
construed John’s words, believing him to be speaking of 
the Law of Moses in the following passage: 

 

I John 5:2-3 

By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and keep His commandments. For this is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And 
His commandments are not burdensome. 

 

John has elsewhere spoken of Christ’s commandments. 

 

I John 2:3-5 

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He who says, "I know Him," and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love 
of God is perfected in him. 

 

The commands of Christ that John refers to are the 
same as the commands of God mentioned later on in the 
same epistle. Christ also testified that His commands 
are one and the same with the Father’s commands. 

 

John 14:24 

He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and 
the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's 
who sent Me. 

 

What are the words and commandments of Christ? 

 

John 13:34-35 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one an-
other. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 

 

Christ delivered to His disciples the perfect law of lib-
erty, the law of love. Against such things there is no Law. 
Furthermore, Christ reveals His desire for His disciples 
through the Spirit who was sent to indwell them. What-
ever the Spirit reveals to be the will of Christ for our 
lives becomes the commandment of Yahshua to us. As 
the saints of God walk in the Spirit they will find them-
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selves keeping the commandments of Christ. 

 

Remember what we have previously learned. When 
Christ appeared as the High Priest of a new covenant, 
there was necessarily a change of the Law (Hebrews 
7:12). Yahshua’s commandments are not the command-
ments of Moses. Yahshua has delivered a new com-
mandment. For the saints in Christ, the will of God is 
revealed through a new and living way.  

 

I Corinthians 2:12 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the 
things freely given to us by God... 

 

John 16:14 

He (the Holy Spirit) will glorify Me, for He will take of 
what is Mine and declare it to you. 

 

 

I John 4:13 

By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit. 

 

By sending forth the Spirit of His Father to dwell in the 
hearts of man, Christ irrevocably changed the manner in 
which men would relate to God. 

 

Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God.  

 

Galatians 5:16 

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh.  

 

Galatians 5:25 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

People of God, although these Scriptures are familiar to 
the saints, few comprehend what a radical change they 
imply. Man had never been a dwelling place for the 

Spirit of God until Christ sent forth His Spirit. Begin-
ning at the first Pentecost of the body of Christ, the 
saints have had the Word of God abiding within them. 

 

Seeing that the Spirit was sent to displace the Law in its 
role of making known the will of the Father, what did 
Paul mean when he wrote the following: 

 

Romans 3:31 

Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly 
not! On the contrary, we establish the law. 

 

This is a passage that many cite when they advocate a 
continuance of the Law. In this book we have looked at 
dozens of statements from the apostle Paul. These decla-
rations plainly proclaim that the Law has no jurisdiction 
over those who are in Christ that we have died to the 
Law, that the Law was “until Christ.” Therefore, Paul’s 
words here cannot be interpreted to mean just the oppo-
site. Yahweh is not a God of confusion. 

 

Paul declares that the Law is not made void by faith. 
Christ said He did not come to abolish the Law, but to 
fulfill it. Faith recognizes that the Law had to be fulfilled. 
Faith declares that it was fulfilled in Christ. Faith fur-
thermore instructs us that we were in Christ, and 
through our union with Him we have also fulfilled the 
righteous requirements of the Law. Finally, faith tells us 
that when Christ died, we died, setting us free from the 
Law that we might walk in newness of the Spirit. 

 

Paul did not invalidate the Law. He did, however, reveal 
its proper place and application. 

 

I Timothy 1:8-9 

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 
knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous 
person, but for the lawless... 

 

Praise God, our faith informs us that we are righteous. 

 

II Corinthians 5:21 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
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Philippians 3:8-9 

That I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having 
my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
is from God by faith... 

 

Believing these things to be true, those who perceive 
themselves to be righteous before God are not under the 
Law. These ones are empowered and directed by the 
Spirit. It truly is a new day for those who are a new crea-
tion in Christ. 

 

Walk By the Spirit 

 

Over the course of many years, as I have taught 
on this subject, one common concern I have 
heard expressed is that if Christians are not 
taught to keep the Law they will end up justify-
ing unrighteous and selfish actions while say-
ing the Spirit of Christ is the source of their di-
rection. There is good reason to be concerned. 
Indeed, I have heard saints justify all manner 
of selfish desires, including adultery, as they 
proclaimed the Holy Spirit was guiding them. 

 

Such failures are serious, however, the Law of-
fers no more of a safeguard against spiritual 
deception and willful sin than does the voice of 
the Spirit. When Christ came to this earth to 
fulfill His ministry, the people of God were in-
tently focused upon the Law. The entire society 
centered around the teaching of the Law of 
Moses. The High Priest, the Levites, the 
Scribes and Pharisees, and legions of Lawyers 
were all engaged in making the requirements 
of the Law known to the people. 

 

We know the hypocrisy of those who professed 
devotion to Yahweh and allegiance to the Law 
of Moses. Christ stated: 

 

 

Matthew 23:27-28 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you are like whitewashed tombs which in-
deed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside 
are full of dead men's bones and all unclean-
ness. Even so you also outwardly appear right-
eous to men, but inside you are full of hy-
pocrisy and LAWLESSNESS.” 

 

There has rarely been a people with a greater 
focus upon the Law than the generation to 
which Christ appeared. Yet Christ judged them 
to be lawless. Rather than fulfilling the law of 
love by taking care of the weak and needy, they 
were robbing widows and neglecting orphans. 
Through their traditions and interpretations of 
the Law they made the neglect of aging parents 
seem like a righteous act. Christ condemned 
them for justifying divorce through the decree 
of Moses when a wife had not committed adul-
tery. 

 

Such unrighteous actions are a manifestation 
of lawlessness. When men and women violate 
the will of God while defending their actions 
with the Law of God, they are lawless. In the 
same way, when men and women violate the 
will of God while claiming to have the approval 
and leading of the Holy Spirit, they too are 
lawless and will receive the penalty of their er-
ror. 

 

For Christians who commit such deceptive or 
disobedient actions, the problem is not that the 
Spirit is unreliable, or inadequate, as a guide to 
know the will of the Father. There is no need to 
abandon a Spirit-led life, nor cause to return to 
the Law. Those whose hearts are set on obtain-
ing their own desire will justify their actions in 
either case. Some do so willfully, others out of 
a lack of carefulness, or through ignorance. 
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In the latter case, the point of failure is in not 
rightly dividing between soul and spirit. Most 
Christians have not exercised themselves to 
develop the ability to divide between soul and 
spirit. The reasons for this neglect are two-
fold. On the one hand, a great many Christians 
have never been taught that resident within 
their being is a voice that renders judgments 
regarding good and evil. This voice does not 
originate with Yahweh. It is the byproduct of 
Adam eating the fruit of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil. When faced with a deci-
sion, multitudes of Christians look inside 
themselves to discern what is the good path, 
and what is the evil path. They believe they 
have heard from God, not realizing that they 
have only consulted with their soul. 

 

(What occurred when man ate the forbidden 
fruit in the Garden of Eden is discussed in de-
tail in the book Sabbath. For a more thorough 
explanation of this matter, and how man 
gained an independent ability to determine 
right and wrong, I recommend this book. 
http://www.heart4god.ws/id214.htm) 

 

Secondly, the natural, soulish man desires to 
be in charge of his own life. Being led of the 
Spirit will always lead to a crucifixion of the 
flesh, and a death to the soul’s desires. Many 
avoid inquiring of the Spirit to know the Fa-
ther’s will, for they do not want to die to self, or 
experience suffering. 

 

Nevertheless, there is a small number, a mere 
remnant among the body of Christ, who are 
desirous of being found pleasing to the Father 
despite the cost to self. The path the Father 
presents to them that they might become per-
fect is to take up their cross daily and follow 
Christ. They can only follow Christ by emulat-
ing His own manner of Spirit-directed living. 

Step by step the Father has been bringing forth 
His desire to have sons in His image and like-
ness. At the appointed time He sent forth His 
firstborn Son, born of a virgin, that He might 
disclose to the world that which is well pleas-
ing in His sight. Immediately after Yahshua 
was baptized by John at the Jordan River, a 
voice from heaven was heard declaring, “This 
is My beloved Son in Whom I am well 
pleased.” From that moment forward, anyone 
who wanted to know what was pleasing to the 
Father needed only to observe the Son. 

 

Yahweh is not satisfied to have only one pleas-
ing Son. He desires to have myriads of them. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many breth-
ren. 

 

It stands to reason that these sons must be 
Spirit led, for this was always the example of 
Christ. 

 

Luke 4:1 

Then Yahshua, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 
by the Spirit... 

 

We observe in this the natural pattern of the 
Spirit descending upon Christ, and His subse-
quently being led about by the same Spirit. 
This pattern is duplicated in the life of the 
Christian. Those who have received the Spirit 
are to be led by the Spirit. 
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Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons of God. 

 

As noted previously, those who received the 
Law through Moses were referred to as “the 
children of Israel.” As children, they were 
placed under a schoolmaster, a tutor, and a 
guardian until the time appointed by the Fa-
ther. That time arrived 2,000 years ago when 
Yahshua was “born of a woman, born under 
the Law.” He came to lead men and women out 
of the immaturity of childhood into the matur-
ity of sons. To accomplish this Yahshua sent 
forth His Spirit to indwell His disciples. 

 

Those who have experienced Spirit birth are 
truly new creatures in Christ. They have passed 
beyond being “living souls” to become spiritual 
men and women. Spiritual men and women 
have capabilities that are absent in those who 
have not been born again. They have been 
granted spiritual sight and hearing. 

 

John 3:3 

Yahshua answered and said to him, "Most as-
suredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

 

Christ is a spiritual man. Paul testified that as 
the “last Adam” Christ was “a life-giving 
spirit.” Yahshua could see the kingdom of His 
Father. He was able to observe what His Fa-
ther was doing, and so too can all those who 
are born of the Spirit. 

 

John 5:20 

"For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him 
all things that He Himself is doing...” 

John 16:13 

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak 
on his own initiative; he will speak only what 
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come.” 

 

What a vast improvement from the former 
method in which God guided His people! 
Rather than having a shadow of His will re-
vealed through commandments written on 
stone, the sons of God have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in them. 

 

II Corinthians 4:7 

We have this treasure in earthen vessels... 

 

Yahweh is now able to speak freely to man-
kind, and man can clearly discern the 
thoughts, will, and desire of their Creator and 
Father. 

 

I Corinthians 2:12 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might know the things that have been freely 
given to us by God. 

 

The overall effect of a Spirit-led life is that it 
causes a man or woman to focus upon the 
Spirit of Christ within them. They are made 
aware of their union with God through Christ. 
They are encouraged to abide in Christ, draw-
ing freely from the life of the vine into which 
they have been grafted. No longer do they need 
to ascend to heaven to find God, or descend 
into the abyss to find the Word of God. God, 
and His Word, are in their very hearts, and in 
their mouths. 

Page 16 

Laying Down the Law 

PA RA B LES  NEWS LE TT ER  



S ERI ES 1.1 3.5  

Romans 10:6-8 

Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?' (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) or, 'Who will descend into the abyss?' 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But 
what does it say? ‘The Word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart.’ 

 

Christ, the Living Word of God now dwells in 
the hearts of His saints. Men no longer need to 
look to tablets of stone to find the word of God. 
A far greater revelation of the Word of God 
now resides in their hearts. Do you believe this 
to be true? Do you perceive these things in 
your own life? If you are unsure, then you 
should test yourself, to see if you have become 
a partaker of the life of Christ. 

 

II Corinthians 13:5 

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 
this about yourselves, that Yahshua Christ is in 
you - unless indeed you fail the test? 

 

Those who have been born again will receive 
the witness within that they are sons of God, 
and He is their Father. 

 

Romans 8:15-16 

You received the Spirit of adoption by whom 
we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God... 

 

Do you have this witness? Do you know God as 
your Father? Do you perceive the Spirit of 
Christ dwelling in your heart? Are you hearing 
His voice and being led by His Spirit? Being 
led of the Spirit is the normal and expected ex-
perience of all those who have been born spiri-

tually. 

 

Confession of a set of beliefs, or doctrines, does 
not make one a Christian. A man must be born 
again. They must become a partaker of the life 
of Christ. 

 

Romans 8:9 

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is 
not His. 

 

It is necessary for every man and woman to 
settle this matter for themselves. Perhaps you 
were baptized in a church and declared to be a 
Christian by virtue of this act. Maybe you said 
a sinner’s prayer, and a minister assured you 
that you were now “saved.” Do not permit an-
other to be the judge of whether you are a par-
taker of the life of Christ. If you are, you will 
know it. The Spirit inside will bear witness to 
the fact. 

 

What should you do if you perceive that you do 
not have the Spirit? Ask for it, believing that 
God will grant it to you. God knows that it is 
impossible for any man to live a single day 
pleasing to Him apart from receiving His 
Spirit. He will not withhold that which a man 
must have, if it is sought with determination 
and faith. 

 

Luke 11:9-13 

"So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you. For everyone who asks, re-
ceives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him 
who knocks, it will be opened. Now suppose 
one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; 
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he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, 
will he? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not 
give him a scorpion, will he? If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your heav-
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him?" 

 

The words rendered as “ask,” “seek,” and 
“knock” in this passage are written in a verb 
tense that indicates ongoing, persistent action. 
It is aptly expressed as “keep on asking,” “keep 
on seeking,” “keep on knocking.” If you were 
famished, would you cease asking for some-
thing to eat before you received what you 
needed? Those who come to God must believe 
He will give them what they need, and they 
must persist in asking until they receive it. 

 

Some want some proof that they have been 
born again. The most common evidence that 
the Church focuses upon today is whether a 
person is able to speak in tongues. The apostle 
Paul never had such evidence in mind when he 
said, “test yourself to see whether you are in 
the faith.” Satan can mimic the gifts of the 
Spirit. There are such things as “lying signs 
and wonders” (II Thessalonians 2:9). 

 

If you have been born of the Spirit, the Spirit 
within will bear witness of the fact. You will 
know that God is your Father. You will have 
your eyes and ears opened to perceive the 
kingdom of God. 

 

It is not a bad thing to wrestle with this issue 
until it is settled. Even as a butterfly must 
struggle to emerge from the cocoon, and a 
chick must struggle to break free of its shell, a 
man or woman may find themselves struggling 
as they transition from carnal beings to spiri-
tual. Those who have not settled the issue of 

whether they truly are partakers of the Spirit of 
Christ will either walk in deception, thinking 
they are spiritual men and women when they 
are not, or they will lack the confidence needed 
to walk by the Spirit. 

 

Once this issue is resolved, and a man per-
ceives the Spirit of Christ within his being, he 
has gained entrance into a Spirit-led life. Satan 
has cheated multitudes out of their spiritual 
heritage. He comes to kill, steal and destroy. 
Through lies and deception, Satan has robbed 
many Christians, persuading them that they 
must continue to remain under the custodian 
of the Law. He would direct their attention 
outward to know the will of God, that he might 
divert their attention away from the riches of 
the life of Christ inside their members. 

 

If you are a partaker of the Spirit of Christ, 
WALK BY THE SPIRIT. Settle for nothing less. 

 

Closure 

 

It is not possible in a single book to answer 
every question, or objection, raised by those 
who have adopted the belief that the Law con-
tinues in its authority over the lives of those 
who are Christians. If I included the proofs I 
have presented to the saints from  every corre-
spondence I have had on this topic over the 
years, this book would run to hundreds of 
pages. My intent has not been to answer every 
spurious argument, no matter how sincere, but 
rather to lay a foundation for understanding 
the purpose and limitations of the Law.  

 

I find the testimony of the Bible to be consis-
tent. The Law was given for a determined pe-
riod of time until Christ should come. It was 
not made for the righteous, but rather for men 
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who were slaves to sin. It contained only a 
shadow of the righteousness of God, pointing 
forward to the substance which would be real-
ized in His Son. The saints in Christ have died 
to the Law that they might be joined to An-
other. The Law’s role as guide to men has given 
way to a much fuller revelation of the will of 
God as men and women are directed by the in-
dwelling Spirit of Christ. 

 

Despite, having declared these things with pa-
tience and clarity, utilizing a vast array of 
Scriptures as evidence, there will no doubt re-
main some questions. It is difficult for the 
mind of man to adjust itself to a new para-
digm. Moving from a life ruled by the Law to 
life in the Spirit constitutes a profound altera-
tion of a person’s life. Even those who are able 
to embrace the truth may find it difficult to 
break free of the habits formed while under the 
rule of the Law. 

 

I am reminded of a brother in Christ many 
years ago who gave up smoking after becoming 
a believer. He testified that he would find his 
body acting as if it still smoked for a significant 
time after he had quit. He shared that after 
eating a meal, or when fishing, he would at 
times find his hand fumbling in his pocket as if 
to retrieve a cigarette, though the cigarettes 
were no longer there. 

 

A sister in Christ wrote to me yesterday after 
having read this teaching series. She expressed 
difficulty adjusting to the truth that those who 
walk by the  Spirit are no longer bound to keep 
the shadows of the Law of Moses. Although, as 
previously shared, the majority of command-
ments cannot be fulfilled today, for they were 
written for a specific people with a unique 
form of government, some still have difficulty 
grasping that the Law’s jurisdiction ends at 
Christ. 

Are you, as a saint in Christ, bound to keep the 
dietary laws set forth by Moses? No you are 
not. You are, however, to be led of the Spirit in 
knowing what to eat. Are you bound to observe 
the weekly Sabbath, or the feast days? No, you 
are not. They were given as shadows to teach 
spiritual truth. 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Therefore no one is to act as your judge in re-
gard to food or drink or in respect to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath day - things which 
are a shadow of what is to come; but the sub-
stance belongs to Christ. 

 

No doubt, many who are perceiving the truth 
shared in this book, will find it difficult to be-
gin walking in that truth. If laying down ciga-
rettes is difficult, laying down the Law is far 
more so. I listened to a man testify of having 
been raised in a denomination that forbid the 
use of musical instruments during worship. 
Years later, having left that church and recog-
nizing their position on musical instruments to 
be error, he still felt uneasy whenever he ex-
perienced a time of worship and musical in-
struments were used. 

 

This reaction is similar to a person who has 
burned their hand repeatedly on a hot stove. 
Even when they are given proofs that the stove 
is no longer hot, they still will only with the 
greatest caution reach out their hand to touch 
it. 

 

The body of Christ in its early days was made 
up of many who had been raised in Judaism. 
The Law was deeply ingrained in them. It was 
a wrenching thing to adjust to life without it. 
Although the Spirit was far more capable in 
revealing the will of God, and empowering  
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people to live righteously, it was very difficult 
for many to let go of the old schoolmaster. 
Some never did. 

 

Although the apostles taught that Christians 
are free from the Law, they also cautioned men 
and women to not violate their conscience. If a 
man felt condemned in eating, or was con-
victed that he should observe a specific day, 
then he should follow his conscience. What-
ever could not be done in faith, was to that 
man sin. 

 

Romans 14:1-5, 14-23 

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to 
disputes over doubtful things. For one believes 
he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise 
him who does not eat, and let not him who 
does not eat judge him who eats; for God has 
received him. Who are you to judge another's 
servant? To his own master he stands or falls. 
Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is 
able to make him stand. One person esteems 
one day above another; another esteems every 
day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his 
own mind... I know and am convinced by the 
Lord Yahshua that there is nothing unclean of 
itself; but to him who considers anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean... All things in-
deed are pure, but it is evil for the man who 
eats with offense... Do you have faith? Have it 
to yourself before God. Happy is he who does 
not condemn himself in what he approves. But 
he who doubts is condemned if he eats, be-
cause he does not eat from faith; for whatever 
is not from faith is sin. 

 

To those whose conscience is troubled at eat-
ing things the Law declared to be unclean, I 
say “Do not eat such things.” At the same time, 
do not condemn your brothers and sisters who 

have freedom. You who have the liberty in 
Christ to eat all things, do not despise the one 
whose conscience will not permit him to do so. 
Let love be the motive behind our words and 
actions. 

 

If you are led to observe the weekly Sabbath as 
a day of rest, I do not condemn you. At the 
same time, I urge you to not confuse the obser-
vance of the shadow with the fulfillment of its 
substance. As one born of God you are called to 
cease from your own labors seven days a week. 
Additionally, you should not condemn those 
who do not observe the weekly Sabbath. Paul 
says to the saints, “Let no one judge you” in 
these things. 

 

The goal of this writing is not to promote law-
lessness. No Christian is given carte blanche to 
do whatever his soul desires. All are to be led 
of the Spirit. It has been my purpose to lead 
the saints to a Spirit-led life. Christ declared 
that we are to be perfect. The Law makes noth-
ing perfect. Only the Spirit of God has this 
power. 

 

Jude 24 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to present you perfect before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy... 

 

If you have been born again of the Spirit of 
Christ, you have received an exceedingly pre-
cious treasure. The Spirit within you has the 
capacity to transform the most wicked and vile 
into spiritual men and women who walk in 
righteousness. Every dark area of your life can 
be made light. Every enemy in the land of your 
flesh can be subdued. Every stronghold can be 
pulled down. Every giant in your life can be 
slain. 
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Moses’ ministry ended in the wilderness. He 
was not permitted to cross the Jordan. It was 
Joshua (Yahshua) who led the people into their 
inheritance. We must leave Moses behind that 
we might follow our Savior in to take posses-
sion of the land. The kingdom of God is within 
you. Though you come to Christ when sin has 
reached its fulness in your life (as it had in the 
land of Canaan), Christ is able to subdue every 
enemy and transform your body into a land of 
righteousness and peace. 

 

Let as many as would be perfect lay aside the 
shadows and begin to follow the Spirit of 
Christ who goes before them. He will lead you 
into battle. If you will walk in faith and obedi-
ence, He has promised you the victory. No en-
emy in your land will be able to stand before 
you all the days of your life. 

 

Moses was not permitted to lead the people of 
God into battle with their enemies. Even when 
battle was engaged with Amalek prior to cross-
ing the Jordan, it was Joshua who led the peo-
ple in battle. The Law has no power to subdue 
the sin in man’s flesh. Christ Yahshua has con-
quered both sin and death. If you will follow 
Him, He will lead you to victory over all the 
enemies in your flesh. 

 

In this book, I have laid a foundation for dis-
cerning the role of the Law. If you have further 
questions, I encourage you to seek the One 
who has all wisdom. You have no need for any 
man to teach you. The anointing teaches you 
all things. If you lack wisdom, ask of God. Be-
lieve He will give you the wisdom and under-
standing you seek and it will be given to you. 

 

Test all things. Examine all things carefully. It 
is needful that the saints become proficient at 
rightly dividing the word of God for them-
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selves. The children of Israel begged Moses to 
speak to God for them. They wanted someone 
else to tell them what God was speaking. It is 
not to be the same for those in Christ. The 
sons of God have access directly to the Father. 
They need not even petition Christ to disclose 
the Father’s will to them. 

 

John 16:23-28 

"And in that day you will ask Me nothing. 
Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask 
the Father in My name He will give you... In 
that day you will ask in My name, and I do not 
say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; 
for the Father Himself loves you, because you 
have loved Me, and have believed that I came 
forth from God. 

 

You are able to go boldly before the throne of 
grace. Entrance to the presence of the Father 
has been gained for all who are in Christ. Take 
advantage of this entrance. Seek Him. Walk 
by the Spirit. Those who do so are well pleas-
ing in His sight. 

 

May you be blessed with peace and under-
standing in these days. 



I Timothy 6:10 

For the love of money is the root 
of all evil. 

KJV 

 

There is a big difference between 
saying money is the root of all evil, 
and the love of money is the root of 
all evil. Yet, if we dig a bit deeper, 
we find that the actual words of the 
apostle Paul had even a further 
shade of difference. 

 

The scripture cited above is from 
the King James Translation of the 
Bible. A more literal, but more 
awkward, translation of the Bible is 
Young’s Literal Translation. Here 
is how these words are expressed 
in it. 

 

“Money is the root of all evil.” 

 

The above phrase is one of the 
most popular misquotations of the 
Bible today. People say this all the 
time, believing it is stated in Scrip-
ture. The Bible contains an expres-
sion that is similar to this, but it 
varies in significant ways. 

 

I Timothy 6:10 

For a root of all the evils is the 
love of money 

YLT 

 

So we see that the love of money is 
not the root of all evil, but merely 
a root. This makes sense if you 
think about it. A man’s lustful 
thoughts toward an attractive girl 
have nothing to do with the love of 
money. There are evils in the world 
that spring from other motives. 
Anger is another one of the roots of 
evil, as are hatred, unforgiveness, 
pride, jealousy, and selfish ambi-
tion. 

 

The love of money does lead to 
much evil, but it is not the only 
source of evil. 
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