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Psalms 78

I will open my mouth in a parable, I will utter dark sayings of old... We will not conceal them.

Parables Bookshelf - Series 1.12.2

This issue of PARABLES
BOOKSHELF continues
the series Living Epistles.

A vital, daily faith in
God is founded upon a
true belief in the charac-
ter and nature of God.
What you believe about
God is revealed in your
actions.

Do you see God as your
Father? Do you believe
He loves you? Do you
believe He has all power,
and nothing escapes His
notice? Do you believe
that your all-wise, all-
powerful Father would
ever allow anything to
occur in your life which
was not intended for
your ultimate good?

At times we don’t know
our own hearts, but our
actions reveal what we

truly believe. Here is one
way to do a “faith check-

up.”

One of the surest signs
of a deficient faith is a
habit of complaint. Do
you say that life is too
hard? Do you grumble
about your circum-
stances? Do you murmur
against your lot in life?

Think about what such
complaints reveal. Such
complaints reveal either
that you doubt God’s
presence in your life, and
His control of your cir-
cumstances, or you are
finding fault with His
ordering of your life.

If we find fault with the
way God orders our life,
then we must either be-

lieve that He is deficient
in His love for us, or

Food for Thought

deficient in His wisdom.

Faith produces rest. Faith
leads to contentment,
even in the midst of suf-
fering. One who truly
sees God as He is will
confess as did Job, “Yea,
though He slay me, yet
will I trust in Him.”

Faith in God leads to a
response of trust. It al-
ways leads away from
complaint. If we com-
plain then there is some-
thing lacking in our
faith, and “without faith
it is impossible to please
God.”

Murmuring maybe a sign
of another problem,
however. If we have
faith in God but still
complain, we may sim-
ply be stubborn and re-
bellious.

“We often think of great faith as something that happens spontaneously so that
we can be used for a miracle or healing. However, the greatest faith of all, and
the most effective, is to live day by day trusting Him. It is trusting Him so much
that we look at every problem as an opportunity to see His work in our life. It is
not worrying, but rather trusting and abiding in the peace of God that will

crush anything that Satan tries to do to us. If the Lord created the world out of

chaos, He can easily deal with any problem that we have.’

Rick Joyner

Scripture Memory

>

Matthew 8:26

And He said to them, "Why are
you timid, you men of little
faith?" Then He arose, and re-
buked the winds and the sea; and
it became perfectly calm.
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Living Epistles

Living Epistles - Part Four

Rees Howells in Later Years

The following testimony comes from the book Rees
Howells - Intercessor, by Norman Grubb. I value
the testimony of this book greatly, for it brings out
the understanding that the power of the Holy Spirit
is released when He finds a man or woman who
will surrender everything to God. This, of course,
was the testimony of Christ, but it is rarely taught
in the church today.

Luke 14:33

So then, any of you who does not forsake
(renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-
bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple.

[Amplified Bible]

Yahshua then proceeds to declare that those who
have not given themselves and all they possess to
Him have become as salt that has lost its savor.
Such salt is good for nothing, and the implication is
that so too are those who confess His name but do
not accept the full cost of discipleship.

Early in his Christian walk the Lord sent Rees

Howells to a small town that was full of drunkards
and had no church or witness for Christ. He made
it plain to Rees how He would reach out to these
people and show them the life of Christ by his ex-
ample. Following is an excerpt from the book.

A Village Untouched by the Revival

The Spirit made it plain to Mr. Howells that he was
to “live out the Bible” to the people. As their clothes
were different from his, he was to dress more
plainly so as to attract no attention to himself...

“If you are the first sufferer, don’t have a thing
these people can’t have,” the Lord said to him.
Nearly everyone in the village was in need, and the
Spirit reminded him of the Sermon on the Mount:
“Give to him that asketh thee.” “Whoever is in need
has a claim on you,” He said. “You have given Me
all you have, and I tell you that it is all for the peo-
ple, and they have as much right to it as you have.”

The greatest break came when the Lord laid hold of
the ringleader among the drunkards. For a long
time Mr. Howells prayed for him and asked for a
chance to get at him. This man could see the love of
God expressed toward others, but he had not yet
experienced it himself. The opportunity came.

There was some trouble outside the village. This
man was involved and it was to be a court case. The
Lord then said to Rees Howells, “Now is your
chance. Offer to settle the case for him.” So he
called at the man’s home and asked him, “Would
you be relieved if this case could be settled out of
court? If the other people are willing to accept
compensation, would you like me to pay it for
you?”

The man was speechless. “He was every inch a
man,” observed Mr. Howelss. “Mere words could
never reach him, but when he saw the love of God
like that, he was touched on a vital spot and broke
down. He confessed that he had been to blame, and
started to come to the meetings, and his love for
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one could be felt...”

Mr. Howells was earning his weekly wage at the
colliery and also had some other savings, but at this
rate he saw that his money would soon be finished.
It was then that the Spirit showed him both a com-
mandment and a promise. To the rich young man
the Savior had given a command, “Sell all that thou
hast and distribute unto the poor... and come, fol-
low Me.” And to those who did so follow He had
promised, “There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or lands, for my sake and the gospel’s,
but that he shall receive an hundredfold now in this
time.”

Rees saw that if he gave one pound, the Savior said
he was to get one hundred. Could this be true? If it
was, he would surely look forward to the day when
he would come to his extremity. But was it true?
That was what captured his imagination - not the
fact of being without money, but the possibility of it
being replaced through the promises. Could that
exchange really take place and he get an hundred-
fold?

The day came when he reached his last pound. The
Holy Spirit then told him, “Cut the ropes and take
the promises.” It was a direct call to step out on
God. But it is always easier to talk of such things
than to actually do them. It had been much easier
to give 100 pounds out of plenty than to part with
this last 1 pound and come to the end of his savings
- for the first time in fifteen years.

“Oh, how the devil pitied me and brought such ar-
guments!” he said. “He told me it would be a step
in the dark and that if there was a convention or
anything of that kind, I wouldn’t be able to go
unless I had 1 pound laid by. But the Holy Ghost
showed me that if God wanted me to go anywhere,
He would surely provide the means. The danger
was on the other side: for if a person has money, he
can go without consulting God, like Jonah, who
could afford to pay his passage to run away from
Him! The fact is, we can never really be bondser-
vants until God does control our means.”

So Rees took the plunge and learned the blessed
truth that his extremity was God’s opportunity. His
eyes were opened to the fact that he had a claim on
God for what he could not supply himself. Just as
surely as the Spirit had told him that the people of
the village had a claim on his money to meet their
needs, so now he saw that he had a claim on God’s
resources to meet his.

[Joseph’s note: People of God, do you see the truth
of what is stated here? If we willingly follow the
Lord and lay all we have at God’s disposal, He will
also lay all He has at our disposal. If He can use us
to meet the needs of others around us, then He too
will be available to meet all our needs. Truly those
who sow sparingly will reap sparingly, but those
who give all to the Father to be used according to
His will, these will find that all the resources of
heaven are opened unto them.

For the past ten years I have lived by this principle.
If God should show me that I was to give my money
to another, then I would do so. Even if I had been
saving the money for a future bill, and it would
leave me short to give it away, I have found that it
is the will of the Father that I give. In turn, when
my need is at hand, He will be the guarantor of it.

Truly there is a blessedness in operating from the
Father’s wallet. His resources are always sufficient.
But see how the church
has distorted things in
this hour. They seek to
lay claim to God’s abun-
dance, but they would
spend according to their
own soul. One must be
fully submitted to the leadership of the Spirit of
Christ, then whenever we ask anything “according
to His will” we will have our petition.]

There is a blessedness in
operating from the

Father’s wallet.

The first week his need was for 2 pounds, and he
was able to tell the Lord in his prayer that he would
not have come to Him if he had it himself.

SERIES 1.12.2
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“I was only asking the Lord to do what I would
have done if I had the money; and it was for His
work. It came, and what
joy I had in finding that I
had finished with the
limited resources of man
and had begun on the
unlimited resources of
God! The promises of
God had replaced money in the bank and became
equal to current coin to me. I no longer had to
carry my treasure with me wherever I went because
I knew where the Treasury was, and how to reach
it!”

The promises of God
had replaced money in
the bank...

Break...

Called Out From Wage Earning

It is hard to realize that throughout these three
years of intense conflict and many triumphs of the
Spirit, Rees Howells was working daily at one of
the hardest jobs a man can do - down the mine,
cutting coal. His was no sheltered, monastic life,
but a walk of the Spirit right in the world, though
never of it...

But now there came a further call, which was to
loosen him yet more from his old moorings. Rees
was out on his favorite Black Mountain, where the
silent spaces were so often the gate of heaven to
him, and the Lord spoke to him. “For seven hours a
day you are earning two shillings an hour,” He said,
“but you need not work for an earthly master any
longer. Would you like to come out and give those
seven hours a day to work for Me?”

Rees was standing on a small wooden bridge across
a little stream, and the Lord asked him, “Will you
give your word to Me that you won’t look to an-
other person to keep you? If so, put up your hand
and repeat, ‘I shall not take from a thread to a shoe
latchet from any person, unless the Lord tells me.”

Just as Abraham made that stand when he refused
the spoils of war that were justly his, lest men
should say his prosperity came from natural
sources, so God was asking His servant to take the
same stand for the rest of His life. On that bridge
he raised his hand and made a solemn vow, adding,
“I do believe You are able to keep me better than
that mining company.”

It was no mean (small) stand of faith, because Mr.
Howells had long since ceased that active ministry
in the mission and among fellow Christians which
might have led people to give to him...

The Lord then gave him a month’s holiday, which
he could spend in worshiping the Beloved of his
heart. Each day was spent on the mountain where
he never saw the face of man. They were not days
of intercession or carrying burdens, but of living
fellowship, lost in the presence of God. He often
spoke of that month as one of the most precious of
his life.

He started the month with one penny, and the Lord
did not add anything to it; so as he climbed the
mountain the first few days, the devil kept saying
each morning, “You haven’t had an answer to
prayer yet.” Then one morning, when he was pass-
ing through the iron gate, where he left houses and
fields behind, the Lord said, “The moment you shut
this gate behind you, don’t allow the devil to speak
to you again. You will not need a penny until the
day you pay your mother.” (The Lord had directed
Rees to pay his mother for the meals he was eat-

ing.)

“So I gave the devil one hit,” Rees said, “and told
him that I wasn’t going to pray a single prayer for
money until the end of the month. I never doubted
that the people I was working for would pay me on
Saturdays, so why should I doubt God? I didn’t
pray a single prayer again, but I lived to worship
my heavenly Bridegroom.”

On the last day of the month, about midday, the
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Lord told him to descend the mountain and go
home; and as soon as he arrived, his father came in
for lunch. The final test on his new call to a life of
faith had come. “The manager says he has kept
your job open, and you can take it again if you want
to,” his father informed him.

“What a foolish man! Why did he do that?” Rees
exclaimed. “But if you don’t mean to earn a living
again,” continued his father, “who is going to keep
you?” “Don’t you agree that if I am working for
God, He can keep me as that last earthly master
kept me?” asked Rees.

“But can you name one other person who lives this
life?” his father asked. “George Muller,” Rees an-
swered. “But he is dead. Must you call the dead
back to help you?” was the quick reply. “Well,”
Rees answered, “Don’t you believe the words of the
Savior, ‘Take neither purse nor scrip... the laborer
is worthy of his hire?” That quotation seemed to
convince his father, who merely added, “I was only
bringing you that message.”

While he was speaking, the postman arrived with a
letter for Rees. It was from Mr. Gosset, offering
him a position in the London City Mission, and
saying that he would have a salary of 100 pounds a
year. He added the words, “Those who preach the
gospel should live of the gospel,” and underlined
them. Rees could see his father’s countenance
changing. He was plainly thinking, “How fortunate
he is; everything turns out in his favor.” “You see
that?” he said to Rees. “Those who preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel!” “Certainly,” Rees an-
swered, “and those who preach faith should live by
faith!” The victory was won, his father broke out
laughing, and within half an hour the Lord sent the
deliverance he needed. It was a good beginning to
forty years of praying and abundantly proving the
Lord’s prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread.”

Break...

Some time later Rees Howells was married and was

directed to go to Africa as a missionary. Following
is where the narrative picks up.

Standing in the Queue

About a week before they sailed, they received
money from the mission to pay their expenses to
London, but they needed some things for their out-
fitting, and once again the rule was applied - first
need, first claim.

“There is always a tendency to keep money, so as to
get out of God’s testings,” said Mr. Howells, “and
we tried our best to do it this time! Anyway, we had
to spend the money, and all the people of the place
thought we were well supplied. So we were, up to
that week, and we thought money would be sure to
come the day before we were to leave for London;
but the last post came and no money, and our train
was leaving before the post the next morning...”

“We felt sure it would come on the station plat-
form, but no, the time came for the train to leave.
What were we to do?
There was only one thing
possible. We still had ten
shillings, and we must go
as far as we could with it;
then our extremity would
be God’s opportunity. We
had to change trains at
Llanelly Station, about twenty miles from our
home, and wait there a couple hours; so without
letting anyone know, we only booked as far as
that.”

Our extremity would
be God’s opportunity.

“There were many people at our home station
wishing us all the good things, but what we needed
was money to go to London! Many also came as far
as Llanelly, singing all the way. The thought that
came to me was, ‘I'd sing better if I had the
money!”

SERIES 1.12.2
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“We went out to breakfast with some friends at Lla-
nelly, and then walked back to the station still not
delivered; and now the time for the train had come.
The Spirit spoke to me and said, ‘If you had money,
what would you do?’ ‘Take my place in the queue at
the booking office,’ I said. ‘Well, are you not
preaching that My promises are equal to current
coin? You had better take your place in the queue.’
So there was nothing I could do except obey.”

“There were about a dozen people before me. There
they were passing by the booking office one by one.
The devil kept telling me,
‘Now you only have a few
people in front of you,
and when your turn
comes, you will have to
walk through. You have
preached about Moses
with the Red Sea in front and the Egyptians be-
hind, but now you are the one who is shut in.” ‘Yes,
shut in,” I answered, ‘but like Moses, I'll be glori-
ously led out!”

The Lord had held them

back until we had been
tested.

“When there were only two people before me, a
man stepped out of the crowd and said, ‘T'm sorry I
can’t wait any longer, but I must open my shop.” He
said good-bye and put thirty shillings in my hand!
It was most glorious, and only a foretaste of what
the Lord would do in Africa, if we would obey. After
I had the tickets, the people who came with us to
the train began to give gifts to us, but the Lord had
held them back until we had been tested. We were
singing all the way to London!”

On their arrival, Mr. Head asked them to breakfast
the nest morning. He then told them he had 50
pounds for them, but he didn’t post it. “Thank God
you didn’t,” said Mr. Howells, adding to himself, “I
wouldn’t have been without the test in the queue
for anything.”

They had all their outfit except three things: a
watch, a fountain pen, and a raincoat each. They
had never mentioned these things to anyone, but at
breakfast Mr. Head asked, “What kind of watches

have you?” and told them that his son, Alfred,
wanted to give them a watch each. He then asked,
“Have you prepared for the rainy seasons in Africa?
Have you got good raincoats?” When they said they
hadn’t, he told them to go and get one each, and
wrote down an address on a card, saying that they
were to get them at his expense. After writing the
address, he asked, “Have you seen this kind of
fountain pen?” “No,” they replied. “You must take
one each with you,” he said. The three things they
had named to the Lord, he named to them!

Mr Head asked them to come to breakfast the fol-
lowing morning again and take prayers. He sug-
gested that Mr. Howells should tell the servants a
little of his experiences of faith. “You used to live a
life of faith some time ago, didn’t you?” he asked.
“Yes, and quite recently too,” answered Mr.
Howells, and told them about standing in the
queue. Mr. Head could hardly breathe, waiting to
hear how they got out of it. “I have never heard
anything like it,” he exclaimed. But Mr. Howells
told them he hadn’t finished yet, and that what had
happened at Corrie Lodge the previous day in that
very room was better still, and he told them the
story of the watches, raincoats, and fountain pens.
“I prefer this to 1,000 pounds,” said Mr. Head, “to
know that the Lord can guide me like this in my
giving.”

So they left England July 10, 1915, after a glorious
victory, knowing that the One who had called them
into this life was able to deliver in all circum-
stances.

Note: There is much more that is excellent in the
book Rees Howells - Intercessor, by Norman
Grubb. I highly recommend it to all.
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Living Epistles - Part Five
Joseph Herrin (08-22-09)

The following is a remarkable excerpt from the
testimony of Boris Sorokovsky. Boris’ family was
from the Ukraine, from the area around Kiev. He
shares how God led the Christians in the Ukraine
to flee their homes before the Communists began
a severe persecution in 1933 that resulted in the
deaths of six million Ukrainians. Those who
heeded the voice of the Spirit were delivered.

This testimony is very appropriate for this hour in
America, for the Spirit is once more speaking to
His people, and those who hear and obey will be
delivered, while those who do not listen, and do
not obey will suffer those things that the Spirit is
testifying are coming swiftly. What follows is writ-
ten by Boris Sorokovsky.
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EVENTS IN RUSSIA

The revolution took place in Russia in 1917 and
Russia was in for 70 years of great darkness, of
atheism and the authorities fighting against God.
So the Lord, in His mercy and His providence, de-
cided to send help to Russia and put up a standard
there and bring the Light of the Gospel into Rus-
sia.

The Lord sent one man from the U.S.A., filled with
the Holy Ghost. He sent him to Russia. He was a
Russian man, and he came into Russia and started
to preach the apostolic message; the message of
salvation; the message of sanctification; the mes-
sage of holiness; the message of dying unto sin;
the message of repentance; and the message of
also entering into the blessing of the Lord - into

SERIES 1.12.2

Page 7



Living Epistles

the outpouring of the Holy Ghost and the miracles
of God's power which are able to be performed
when God's people seek His Face.

Russian people were very simple people at that
time. The majority of
them were farmers.

The Lord was proving  There was hardly any

Himself a Mighty God, education. The message
. preached was believed
a Living God... and so a revival broke

out in Russia. It spread
like a wildfire through many villages, many towns.

Within the first seven or eight years from 1923,
when God sent that man into Russia, revival took
over the whole of the Ukraine and all of Russia; as
far as the Ural mountains which are the moun-
tains running north and south, dividing the Rus-
sian mainland from Siberia.

So the Lord was doing mighty things and He was
establishing a church there; a living church which
was going away from the orthodox church. The
orthodox church, as you may be aware, worships
idols and icons, crosses and all those types of
things.

There were many people, thousands and thou-
sands of people, coming to the Lord through the
simple message and the power of the Holy Ghost
like in the days of the apostles...

My mother was a living witness of the revival that
took place. She was in it herself and she's still alive
and she's still in Canada with us. She related many
mighty things that the Lord did for His glory in
Russia. Saving hundreds and hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Russia.

The Lord would pick out men by the Holy Ghost.
He would tell them to fast and pray. The Lord
would tell them the name of a village, the name of

a street, and the name of a person where they
should go. The Lord knew who was prepared in
that village. The brethren would go there and find
the man in the house. He was ready and prepared
by the Lord to receive the message. They would
start singing. They would start preaching the mes-
sage and before you knew it, the whole village
gathered by the prompting of the Holy Ghost.

They were not eloquent people. They were not
people with mighty speech. They were just simple
farmers carrying the message and the power of the
Holy Ghost, like the simple fishermen in the days
of Christ. They were preaching the Gospel, not in
their own might, but in the might of the Holy
Ghost.

The whole village would gather and before you
knew it, most of the village had come to the Lord.
They'd be drinking vodka. They'd be worshipping
idols and then they'd become repentant. Then
they become empowered of the Holy Ghost and
miracles would begin to take place all over.

My mother was relating to me that all the miracles
that happened in the days of the apostles and
throughout the Old Testament, were repeated in
Russia. People saw mighty wonders of God includ-
ing the resurrection of the dead. The Lord was
proving Himself a Mighty God, a Living God, even
today in this last generation, a generation of unbe-
lievers, a generation of darkness. So this was a di-
rect working of the Lord in Russia.

My mother was sharing that while the revival
spread right through the land, the people were
really blessed. At that time they did not have many
Bibles, because there was no printing press to take
care of the needs of the Word of the Lord in Rus-
sia. Some Bibles were brought in from the west,
from France and from England. There were some
Bibles printed in England in the 18th century - but
those Bibles were very few and far between.
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The Lord taught them by the Holy Ghost, by direct
revelation, by visions, by angels, and by the word
of prophecy. The Lord taught them without Bibles
the principles of holy living, and separation from
the world. The Lord taught them the command-
ment of washing the saints feet so that the Rus-
sian revival church practiced the washing of feet.
The ladies covered their heads. The Lord taught
them that it is the sign, the visible sign of head-
ship in the house, and for the angels that sign
must be.

Many other things the Lord taught specifically by
the Holy Ghost because people didn't have Bibles.
Then, of course, when the brethren had the oppor-
tunity to check with a Bible, it was right in the
Word. The work of the Holy Spirit was one be-
cause the Word and the Spirit is one and it cannot
work otherwise. If anybody claims revelation, but
it is not there in the Word of God; if they are con-
trary to it, then we should check and beware...

About 1928, the Lord had started to speak
throughout all those home groups throughout
Russia about the things to come in the future. The
Lord said by the Holy Ghost, "My children there
will be a great starvation coming to this land. And
after that there will be a great bloodshed and
much suffering in this country. My children, who-
soever will believe my voice and obey Me, I'll lead
you out into another country and I want to deliver
you and save you from the great sufferings which
are coming upon this land."

That was the voice of the Lord coming independ-
ently throughout the whole Russian area. Many,
many people have heard the same message about
the days to come. That message came through and
of course at that time people were still living very
freely, even though it was during communist re-
gime.

It took communists about 16 years to get in power
and in strength. From 1917 to about 1933, they left
the people very untouched and there was freedom

and relative freedom of movement and preaching
of the Gospel. There was not much persecution at
that time. They really clamped down from '33 and
on. Then it was a ruthless time of persecution and
trouble for Russia. Before that time there was
relative freedom for the Gospel there. People lived
very freely. They had their own houses. They had
their own cattle. Mostly they were farmers so they
had their own farms. They were quite well off. But
there was a cost!

The Lord was speaking that He wanted to deliver
them from future suffering. So the Lord saved, set
a condition, "whosoever believeth My voice and
obeys Me, I'll lead them out."

It's not enough to be saved. It's not enough to be,
empowered by the Holy Ghost. It's not enough to
have miracles. That's all
nice and well and it's in
the Scriptures and it
must be part of the
church's life. Yes! It's for
the New Testament be-
lievers. There will come
a time when people have
to pay the cost of obedience. Forsaking all for the
sake of fulfilling the Lord's will and leave what-
ever, and go wherever the Lord will lead.

My children there will
be a great starvation

coming to this land.

Out of those thousands and thousands of Chris-
tians who were used by God in Russia to proclaim
the Gospel and to spread the message of the Liv-
ing God, just a few hundred believed.

The Lord said to them, "My children pray and
seek my face and I'll direct you."

Eventually around 1930, probably by 1931, the
Lord's message came, "My people, time to move
out." First of all the Lord will always speak in ad-
vance. As you read the Word of God, just like in
the Old Testament, you read it in New that the

SERIES 1.12.2
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Lord will always warn His people in advance. He
will tell them of the things to come, because Christ
promised...

Around 1931, there was a call of God, "My people,
get ready to move out." There were only a few
hundred people who were praying and seeking the
Lord. "Lord, when do
you want us to lead out."

"My children, just Y
and I'll tell you when to go: tey
to move.” were praying and fasting

because when the Lord
warns you there is time
to seek the Lord's face. If He warns you of future
things to come, of any danger, then that's the time
to really fast and pray and seek the will of the Lord
for His further instruction.

So they were praying and the Lord said, "My chil-
dren now this is the next city where you need to
go." Being farmers in Russia with horse and bug-
gies, there were no cars or trucks at that time.
Russia, even now, is still very backward in way of
machinery on the farms.

Anyhow, at that time it was just horse and buggies
and there was one central railroad through Russia.
The Lord spoke to these farmers who had never
traveled more than a hundred kilometers in their
lifetime, only to next village, on horse and buggy.

To these farmers the Lord said that He will move
them out into another country. That was in central
Ukraine, in the area of Kiev, and a little bit south.
The Lord told some groups from that area, who
were praying and fasting, to move to the next city
south. When they came to that city, the Lord told
them to move on to another city. He would give
the name of the city. He was moving them from
city to city, telling them names and addresses like
in the days of old. We read that in Old Testament,
and we read that in New.

How did the Lord direct those three men to look
for Peter? How did they know where to go? They
were told the location. They were told the name of
a person, where to look for him, and they came
right to that house. How did they know? Only by
God's direct intervention and by God's direct reve-
lation.

That's the kind of God we believe and that's the
kind of God that was working in Russia and in
China and He's still alive and well in Canada and
America. If anybody is willing to believe the Word
of God and have that Living faith because Christ
said, "Have faith in God" (Mark 11:22). The Rus-
sian Bible says "Have faith of God..."

Anyhow, the people were moving from town to
town, by direct instructions from the Lord, telling
them where they should go. Like in the days of
old, they knew the place to go. Eventually they
came to the border of China and there was a test.

If you will remember, in the days of Israel as they
were being led out from Egypt, the Lord told them
when to start out and move. The Lord told them
where to stop. They camped and stayed until the
Lord told them to move.

So then a time came for this group of about two or
three hundred families who were moving south.
They came to the border of Russia and China.
There was a stopping place by the border of Rus-
sia and China and the people were praying all the
time.

Every day they were in prayer and saying, "Lord,
what's next?" "Lord what do we have to do now?"

And the Lord said, "My children, just wait and be
patient and I'll tell you when to move."

In the meantime they had to feed their children.
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They had left their cattle. They had left their
horses. They had left their land. Everything was
left behind.

This was a small group from the whole of Russia;
those who decided to pay the price of obedience
and leave everything behind. Now wasn't this re-
quired of the apostles? Leave everything and fol-
low me." Compare Luke 14:33.

Now is that not the price that Christ requires of
Christians even today? If anyone will not forsake
of all what he has, he is not worthy to be my disci-
ple." Luke 14:33 Wouldn't that commandment ap-
ply to us all even in this modern generation of the
twentieth century?

Well, they left everything, and here they had to
feed children and these Russian families were
with many children. So what did they have to do?

They went searching for work here and there.
They went into the orchards. They dug channels
for irrigation and different things. Doing anything
possible and everything trying to get a piece of
bread.

There was a problem of accommodation. There
has always been a problem of accommodation in
Russia, even now. They had to live someplace. So
what did they do? They went a little outside the
town and dug little caves into the sides of the
mountain. The whole group lived in those caves
for quite a length of time, praying and seeking the
face of the Lord. "Lord what is next?" That was
their dwelling place.

I wonder how many bedrooms they had? Did they
have a flushing toilet? - I'm not sure, I didn't ask
my mother! Now, did they have running water in
the caves when they dug them? Did they have a
separate bed and privacy and a locked door? I'm
not sure what they had there, but each family lived

in a cave, in a hole in the mountain. But praise
God, that was a group which was willing to follow
the Lord at any cost.

Early in the morning, 5 o'clock in the morning,
one brother would come and he'd start to sing a
psalm. The Russian people sing lots of psalms.
They have been put to a tune. He started out with
his big voice to sing a song, a psalm, and then eve-
rybody woke up, washed their faces and came out.
They start worshiping the Lord right there on the
grass. Right in front of their own caves and prais-
ing God and ascending their prayers to the Lord
and seeking for His guidance, for His direction
and for His protection.

Before long, the murmuring started in the camp.
Following the Lord is not all carpets and roses. If
we read the Bible sincerely, check how the men of
old lived. Take a look at

how the prophets Elijah,  This was a small group

Isaiah, Micah, lived. .

’ - R 5
What  Tuxu did they from the whole of Russia
have? Did they live a thosewho decided to pay

luxurious life? Did they
live a comfortable life?
Did they live a rich life? Consider how many bed-
rooms Elijah had for his own accommodation, or
any of the prophets of old? What about the apos-
tles?

the price of obedience...

These people were seeking the face of the Lord but
still the murmurings started in the camp. They
said, "We left our cattle, and we left our milk cows
there. There's no milk for children here. Lord
what do we do?"

And the people started to complain and murmur.
Wives started to complain to their husbands.
"Now what? What is this? We are stuck here.
There is no going ahead. We don't hear any more
instructions from God and Lord told us He would
deliver us into a new country. Here we are, still in
Russia and we are in such poverty Lord."
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People started to complain and then quite a few of
them decided to go back to their lands. It was
1931, 1932. Everything was peaceful, there was
plenty, and so they said, "we will go back. This
must not have been of the Lord." Even though the
Lord had moved them supernaturally from city to
city. They never had maps to move. There were no
geographical maps in those days! So how would
they have known what city to go to next, but they
were brought to the border of another country!
They knew it was of the Lord.

Another uprising started and they began to mur-
mur and complain and quite a big group decided
to go back to their cattle,
to their farming, their
milk cows, the warm
houses, and to a degree
of comfort, even though
their houses couldn't
compare to America or
Canada today. But still, it was relatively comfort-
able.

Following the Lord and
His direction is not
always carpet and

roses.

So they were longing, in a sense, after the Egyp-
tian days, like in days of Israelites. Did they not
say, "let's get rid of Moses, let us put ourselves in
new leaders, and let's go back to Egypt. We had
things there differently, we had onion, we had gar-
lic there, we had good things there and now here
we will die in the wilderness." Numbers 14:1-4
Paraphrased.

Isn't that the same spirit of unbelief, and the same
spirit of murmuring that can be among people of
God today? That was the case here.

Following the Lord and His direction and His
guidance is not always carpet and roses.

Then during one of the prayers the Lord said, "My
children, just be patient and humble yourselves
and pray. I'm going to lead you to another coun-
try, and I'm going to save you from great trouble

and great suffering. Just trust me. But if anybody
returns, their children will be taken away from
them, and their husbands will go to Siberia," The
Lord said that right there on the border of China.
"Also some of the mothers will eat the flesh of
their babies if you return."

In spite of that warning the majority returned.
There were only about forty families left by the
border; faithful to stay, to pray and fast and trust
the Lord. Of course they were not starving. Yes!
They had a piece of bread, but it was not very
comfortable to live in the cave. It wasn't very com-
fortable to depend from day to day upon the Lord,
because they had no secure jobs like you have. So,
there was no security at all. The only security was
in the Lord. They decided to trust, but the rest re-
turned to Russia.

Later on, about a year and half (two years) 1933
came with a big crush on Russia. It was the year of
the taking away of old properties, confiscating all
belongings, houses, land, horse-carts, horses. Eve-
rything went to the government. The food was
taken away from the farmers in order to force
them onto the collective farms, in order to bring
them into the collective government farms. Those
who did not want to go, died by way of starvation.
Their families did as well. The husbands were
taken to Siberia as enemies of the people. So in
1933, 6 million Ukrainians alone died by artificial
starvation. Among them were quite a few Chris-
tians.

The Word of the Lord was fulfilled and came to
pass right to the dot. All those Christian brethren
who returned in 1933 were taken to Siberia like
God said. Their children were taken away from
them and went to the government schools.

When the starvation was happening, some rela-
tives who came to China later on, told them that
some of the mothers, being believers, ate the flesh
of their babies in the Ukraine because of their dis-
obedience.
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So they may say, "How can a God of grace be such
a cruel God?" It has nothing to do with cruelty of
God. It was sheer disobedience. Just read about
the Israelites in Bible. Now, were they not com-
manded to obey the Lord? Were they not com-
manded to follow the Lord's commandments and
be a holy nation; an obedient nation? But the Lord
said, "If you will not, then my blessing will be
taken away from you." Don't we read in the Bible
that the Israelite mothers, the people of the God,
the holy nation, the separate people which God
elected unto Himself, ate their children? Yes! They
ate them. That was nothing to do with God intend-
ing or wanting them to eat their Babies. No! It was
the spirit of unbelief. It was the work of the enemy
which troubled the people of God. They were not
watching and praying enough to stand in the faith
and obediently trust in the Lord.

All that came to pass. There was great trouble and
many thousands and thousands of brethren went
to Siberia. There was great, great trouble from
1933 on in Russia.

In the meantime, a couple of months after the
other group went back to Russia, the little group
that was left by the border heard the voice of the
Lord say, "My children, get ready to move into an-
other country."

So when they were fasting and praying, the Lord
divided those forty families into four groups. He
named the heads of the families. He said, "My son,
you and you and you." The Lord, by the Holy
Spirit, named the heads of the families that He
divided into groups. "You will be leaving on such
and such day at midnight. I'll lead you out into
another country."

And so, the Lord, in His divine providence, took
them across the border into China. It was only a
miracle of God. Only He could lead them across,
because they had never traveled that far in their
lifetime. They never had guides because they
could not reveal their intent. At that time there

was already much surveillance in the villages, so
they were being watched.

They said, "Lord, we have the government here
too in this village where we live; in this city.
They're watching us. How can we move, Lord?"
And Lord said, "My children, don't worry. I'll lead
you out." The Lord told them to leave at midnight.

They were praying from evening right to midnight.
When midnight came,
they were in prayer seek-
ing the Lord saying, "If
you told us, help us, and
lead us out." My mother
related this to me. For
that particular group, at
midnight, the Lord raised a great storm. It was
such a great storm. There was a very big wind with
a big commotion and noise. Even the dogs on the
streets didn't bark. Everybody went into hiding. It
was a big storm.

The Lord, in His divine
providence, took them

across the border into
China.

Then the Lord said, "My children, it's time to
move out." They left in the darkness of the night;
at midnight. There was no KGB watching the
streets or walking in surveillance. There was no-
body on the streets. The streets were empty.

They left from the outskirts of that town, and they
went quietly into the darkness. The Lord was lead-
ing them through the night. Because it was very
close to the border, they soon came to the border.
The Lord led them through by the wild paths in
the bush.

The Lord was telling them to turn right, turn left,
but they didn't know where to go, except that the
Lord supernaturally led them. Turning them left
and turning them right, group by group, they all
went into China.
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Yes! But also in spite of God working; in spite of
God's miracles; in spite of the Presence of the
Lord, there was always an element of man's flesh
entering in, trying to disobey and do its own will.

Other groups went through safely without a coin-
cidence. My mother related this about one group.
They were being led by the Lord. He was instruct-
ing them and the moon was shining, but it was
still quite dark. The path they were on was quite
wide, and worn. They were on the passage that the
Lord had directed them
to. All of a sudden the
Lord said them, "Turn to
the right my children".
This was just a little path
going into the bush to
the right, so they
stopped there. A couple of the brethren said,
"Well, why should we go to the right? This is a
very big path, and it's very easy to walk for our
children. We have children. We have our kettles
here with water. If we go through the bush we'll be
scratching ourselves and we will be doing this and
that. It'll be very hard to walk for us and mothers
with their children." And so they started reason-
ing. They said, "No, let's go straight." After that, of
course, there was no more voice of the Lord. So
they went straight. Do you think they disobeyed?
They just walked straight!

"Never, never disobey
the commandments of
the Lord...”

Anyway, they were the ones that were to lead. Not
very long after this they came into a wet area and
they came into a very big swamp. Those two
brethren who had taken over the leadership, and
had rejected the leadership of the Lord, the divine
leadership of the Lord, happened to fall into the
swamp. As they started sinking in the mud, they
cried, "Lord help us." People had to take off their
shirts and quickly make a rope and throw it to
them so that they could save them from certain
death. That's what it means to disobey the Lord;
when you want to do things your own way, and
not the Lord's way.

When they came to the shore, they were all soak-

ing wet. The people started to weep and cry bit-
terly. "Lord forgive us. We disobeyed Your voice,
Lord. We wanted to go on the easier path. Lord
forgive us, Lord." They were repenting and pray-
ing for a couple of hours and there was no voice of
God. Eventually, as they were really broken down
and really crying before the Lord, the Lord spoke
to them in a very stern rebuke.

He told them, "Never, never disobey the com-
mandments of the Lord when He wants to lead
you to safety." So the Lord forgave them and the
Lord told them to go back to the point that they
had to turn. This time they had to turn left. When
they turned left at that little, wild path, it led
around that big swamp and they went all around
that big area. They went around in a circle, but
they were all on a dry ground. When they came to
the other side, there were animals coming to drink
at that swamp.

Once again they were on a big road. The Lord
knew to lead them around the swamp, but the
people wanted to go straight. So that's just an in-
stance of how it is with the Lord when people want
to disobey His word.

Finally they came to China, and of course there
were many miracles on the way as they were being
led. I will just relate a few of them and proceed on.

Each group was led on a different path and in dif-
ferent ways. One group, as it crossed into China,
came into a little wilderness area which was com-
pletely desolate with just sand and nothing else. It
was a literal wilderness with sand and no growth
and no vegetation. They came to that wilderness
and they had to walk through.

The Lord said, "Just walk through. Go straight."
So they were walking with children on foot. The
children were crying. The heat of the sun was
burning, and the water in their kettles ran out.
They were walking for quite a long time. They
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were crying, "Lord, we are exhausted. We are
thirsty, Lord. Our children are crying. Lord, what
we are to do?" The brethren called the group to
prayer. They knelt down as the Lord had taught
them to.

Our people were taught to pray kneeling down or
standing. Never sitting up or lying down. That is
to show that God is a Mighty God, King of kings.
He's worthy of us bowing down.

They bowed down before the Lord and they
started to cry, "Lord, what do we do, Lord? We'll
die in this wilderness, Lord, if You do not help us."
Then the Lord told them, through the Holy Ghost,
"My children, go so many steps to the right and
dig."

So they obeyed the Lord. The brethren obeyed the
Lord. They went to the right as Lord directed, so
many steps, and they started digging. They didn't
hardly dig any, about a foot or so as my mother
related, and the water came gushing out. They
were praising the Lord and they were drinking
and then they laid back on the sand, and they
drank again. Everybody quenched their thirst.
They filled their teapots, and they were glorifying
and praising the Lord's Name, that He is even able
to supply water in the wilderness where there was
no water. So, only the Lord knew where the water
was.

So praise be to His name because the Living God,
the God of the prophets of the days of old, the God
of the apostles is the same still Living God today,
in this twentieth century.

All those groups came safely into China and the
Lord led them into the same little town where they
started to gather again. They were praising God
there and then slowly they established themselves.

The land was very rich in China. They came into a

mountain area which was an isolated area. There
wasn't much population there, but it had very rich
soil, so they started to farm and the Lord blessed
them mightily.

Quite soon they built very simple houses - mostly
mud houses with dirt floor, earthen walls and with
some poles for the roof, covered with straw. These
were very simple dwellings. But in those dwellings
the people gathered for prayers daily. They were
mighty prayers. Our people believed in prayers.
Prayer was the secret of the apostolic success. As I
read in my old fashioned Russian Bible the apos-
tles were in the Word and prayer daily...

My wife and I were born in China. We grew up
there. When the time came that I came to the Lord
in China I was at those prayer meetings. Those
were mighty prayers when the young people
would gather with older
brethren, with grand-
mothers and grandfa-
thers in a room, in a
simple hut. Heaven
came down and the Holy
Spirit came down and
talked to the young people, to rebuke them, com-
fort them, and reveal secrets of the heart. The
Lord would bless and miracles would take place in
those prayer times, because God loves the praises
of His people and their prayers.

He is even able to
supply water in the

wilderness...

We experienced revival in China because the Lord
started to send this simple group of forty families.
He started to send them into different villages.
There were quite a few Slavic villages, because
many Russians and Ukrainians had run away
from Russia just before the revolution and the big
wars of 1914 and 1915...

There were many other movements of the Lord.
He moved His people from Russia, but I'll just
share one, just one incidence and we'll go on to
the Word of God and so we can conclude and
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share a message.

There was one brother who was living across the
Ural mountains, probably about 1500 kilometers
away from Kiev, which is central Ukraine. His vil-
lage was towards the east. He went ministering to
the people there in his village. This man was a
man of prayer. The Lord was with him and the
Lord was teaching him.

The time was coming that there would be a great
crush coming on Russia with confiscation, killing
and shooting, and finally, exile in Siberia. There
were different rumors that there'll eventually be a
control on Russia.

So this brother was praying to the Lord, "You
know what these people are talking about here.
There are rumors that we'll be persecuted and
killed in Russia. So Lord,
help us, and protect us.
Lord save us." On one of
the nights while he was
praying, the Lord said to
him, (his name was Ivan
which means John in
English) "My son Ivan, I'll lead you into the coun-
try of China." In our language China is Kitai. And
the Lord said to him, "Get ready for the journey."
Then the Lord gave him a night to leave. "On such
and such a night at dusk, you are going to leave
this village." And Lord told him what to do.

The Lord said, "Leave
your house. Leave

your cattle.”

He was a quite well off brother, because he had
eight cows and two pure-bred horses. To have
eight cows in Russia, in those days, made quite a
good farm, because you would have chickens and
different things. That was quite a good farming
operation.

The Lord said, "Leave your house. Leave your cat-
tle. Leave your pure-bred horses. Leave every-
thing. Put your milk cow onto the horse cart. Har-
ness her and put her onto the horse cart. Take a

couple of bags of millet grain and some other food
and leave this village at dusk, in the darkness.
Leave on such and such a road." The Lord told
him to take a side road out of the village, and the
Lord gave him the name of the next village where
he should go.

So this brother was puzzled, as he had good trans-
portation and his horses were good. But because
he was a man of prayer and man of obedience, he
decided to obey the Lord. And so, when the night
came, he harnessed his cow. The Lord even told
him the name of the cow - such and such name of
the cow. He harnessed his cow to the horse-cart.
He put the lights in the house. He fed his cattle.
Fed his horses. Then he put his children and wife
on the horse-cart and was quietly leaving the vil-
lage.

As they were passing through the village, the peo-
ple of the village saw someone traveling at dusk.
They were saying, "Oh no! We have another gypsy
coming to our village." Gypsies were traveling
through all of Russia. They were stealing. They
were doing witchcraft. They were doing all kinds
of things, and begging. That's how they lived in
Russia. They never worked in Russia. There were
many, many gypsies traveling through Russia for
many centuries. So the people thought that gyp-
sies were traveling on the cow. It was a common
sight that they traveled on the cow.

Now why was this? Why did the Lord do this? Be-
cause at that time there was very strict control.
People could not move in and out of the villages
because Russia was already gathering control on
all the people. What did they do in Russia; this
lowly prepared population? Each neighbor was
told to spy on his next door neighbor and report
what that neighbor says, what that neighbor does
and where that neighbor goes. So each neighbor
spies on the other and reports to the government,
to the KGB, without knowing that the next door
neighbor was also spying on them! They did that
in secrecy and were offered some reward.
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People were doing that so movement was checked
very closely. So if this brother would have gone on
horses, it would have been of immediate notice
that he was leaving the village. Nobody was al-
lowed to move from town or from village without
permission from the authorities.

We experienced that same thing in China in the
communist game. You had to have four stamps on
a piece of paper, the reasons for where you go and
for how long you go, before you can leave town,
for only 10 kilometers out, sometimes. It was the
same type of control in China that we experienced,
so we know what we are talking about. It was the
same condition in Russia.

So then, this brother left quietly. He was taken for
a gypsy. The Lord sent him on a side road. Then
what happened at midnight on the same night?

Right after midnight the KGB came to take this
brother to Siberia because he was proclaimed as
an enemy of the people. He was a rich man sup-
posedly, and so his property would have been con-
fiscated that night, and he would have been taken
to Siberia and gotten rid of, because they killed
many people and some they needed for labor.
These they took to Siberia.

Many rich people were just simply shot - taken
outside of the village and shot with a machine gun
or whatever. They killed many millions of people
in Russia, from 1933 on.

So anyhow, this brother left, and when they came
to pick him up, there was no man and no family.
Just disappeared! They didn't know what to do.
Now what happened? The horses were there. Eve-
rything was there. Lights on in the house, but no
man, and no family. They were amazed! So they
waited for morning. They saw tracks leaving the
gate and they saw the direction in which he left.
They harnessed his horses and they made a big
chase along that main road. Of course they were

chasing for a long time, but with no result, be-
cause the Lord had sent him on a side road.

That man was traveling to the village which the
Lord sent him to. The Lord promised that man
that He will take him to

Kitai, which is China. He had to totally
But of course he hardly

had any education. He depend upon the
had no beautiful road Lord

maps like people here

have. He had no signs of

so many kilometers to such and such a town. He
had nothing! So he had to totally depend upon the
Lord. All he knew was the name of the next vil-
lage. He was praying all the time. They prayed at
night as it was summer time.

They were traveling on the cow. They pastured the
cow, and they milked the cow. They used the milk
to make porridge from the millet and feed the
children. They praised God. If they traveled on
horses, they couldn't have milked horses. But they
milked the cow.

So the Lord uses the simple, the uneducated, the
most unwise of this world to confound the wise
and the prudent. The Lord put the KGB to shame
by simply letting this man out to security and
safety in China on the cow.

When he came to that next village, which wasn't
very far, he prayed with his family. "Lord, Lord is
this Kitai?" The Lord says, "My son Ivan, this is
not Kitai yet. I'll take you to Kitai"

The Lord tells him the next village, and he just
moved on. The Lord tells him the next address
and so on. Then he has to ask people, "Where is it
that village? Where is the road?" He has no map.
Russia had no maps in those days, so he would ask
people, "Where is that village?" and they'd point
him to the road and so he happened to be moving
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south without knowing where he went.

Like Abraham, did he know the address? Did
Abraham know where he went? My Bible says
Abraham left his country and he didn't know
where he went.

So, this brother was just traveling on and before
he knew it, it was the end of summer. It took him
all summer to travel from the middle of Russia to
the border of China. And here is a disappoint-
ment.

He came close to the border, by the direction of
the Lord. The Russian border, at that time, was
already heavily guarded
by German shepherd
dogs and constant
checking of the guard on
horses. So it was already
the iron curtain at that
time. It was really con-
trolled because the KGB did not want their people
to leave. It was very strictly checked.

A big fire broke out and
then the wind was

starting to blow.

When they saw this strange sight, a man with a
family traveling in direction of China, naturally it
was a very suspicious sight. So they caught him.
They confiscated his cow. They took his cart away
and they made him a prisoner.

They caught some other people also who were ap-
pearing very suspicious to them. They made them
cut dry grass along the border for hay for their
horses. So this brother was weeping at prayer at
night. "Lord what is this? You told me you will
lead me to safety Lord. You'll lead me to Kitai and
here I am. I lost my house, Lord. I lost everything
there. I left as you told me, Lord. Here now I lost
my cow, Lord. I lost my horse-cart. I have nothing
left Lord! What is going on?"

And Lord was comforting him saying, "My son,

cheer up and don't worry, I'll take you yet to Kitai.
Just trust me. I'll take you to Kitai yet."

He was a prisoner! So they put this family and the
families right by the border in the tents as a tem-
porary dwelling place and the men were made to
work with scythes, cutting the dry hay. He was
working and he was praying. His personal relative
told me this story in details. I forgot most of it.

Then one day, all of a sudden, fire breaks out on
the grass site. A big fire broke out and then the
wind was starting to blow. The dry hay started to
burn very quickly. It moved towards the tents but
it was quite a little distance yet. The border guards
started to panic and they started to run for their
life giving different orders and stuff.

The people dropped their scythes and they ran to
their tents for their families. They wanted to run
for safety and the wind was increasing with force.
It was moving very fast on them and the fire was
coming at them. The grass was burning and every-
body started to run for their life with their chil-
dren.

So this brother grabbed his wife and children and
they were running away from the fire. As they
were running they were crying, "Lord, what is
this?" They just ran and ran. Eventually they were
exhausted. They ran for a long time for safety.
When they had run far enough away from the fire,
they came to safety. They were totally exhausted
and lost their strength to run.

They fell down on the grass and they started to
weep and this man was on his knees and going,
"Lord, here is my family running and we, Lord,
are in such a desperate need Lord. What is this
Lord? What is this happening to me? Lord, where
am I?" And Lord said to him, "My son, this is Ki-
tai!" He came to China. So the Lord deported him
from prison into China by a fire.
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This man and his wife started to praise the Lord.
They rejoiced and thanked the Lord and the Lord
then told them where to go. So they went and they
found that group which had already arrived.
Those four groups that came to the very same
town. They joined it and praised the Lord for His
guidance and protection.

So these simple people who believed and trusted
the Lord and His leadership never saw the starva-
tion in the Ukraine. They never saw the persecu-
tion and the trials. They never saw their children
being taken away. They never saw Siberia and all
those things which happened to Russia.

It was a drastic, terrible time in Russia from 1933
on. Many millions of people died. The Lord saved
them from the great war and the second world war
which took twenty million people from Russia and
the Ukraine. That's a big number. Six million died
in the Ukraine from starvation in 1933.

Whatever the Lord promised them, everything
came to pass. He delivered them from their coun-
try, from starvation and from those troubles which
the Lord promised, even from the war.

[End Excerpt]

The complete testimony of Boris Sorokovsky can
be found at the following link:

http://www.heart4god.ws/id474.htm

Whatever the Lord
promised them,

everything came to pass.
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PARABLES PRECEPT— What’s in a Name?

Hoak

The story of Noah building an
ark in the days of the great flood
is well known. When the earth
had become filled with violence
and sin, God determined to re-
move the sin from before His
eyes by destroying all living
things. However, he preserved
alive one family, and a number
of all types of animals, which
entered the ark with Noah.

When Noah was born, his father

Lamech prophesied the follow-
ing.

Genesis 5:29

Now he called his name Noah,
saying, "This one shall give us
rest from our work and from
the toil of owr hands arising
from the ground which Yahweh
has cursed."

How are we to understand this
prophecy? How did Noah, whose
name means “rest,” bring rest to
sinful man?

I have highlighted two words
that stand out in the prophecy
above. God has spoken much of
“rest” in the Bible and what it
represents. He has done this
most clearly through the image
of Sabbath rest. Paul reveals to

the church what this rest sym-
bolizes spiritually.

Hebrews 4:10

For the one who has entered His
rest has himself also rested from
his works, as God did from His.

Sinful men were doing their own
sinful works in Noah’s day.
Noah, however, was a righteous
man, perfect in his generation.
He lived to do the will of God.
He was at rest while all other
men were striving in sin.

Noah’s righteousness enabled
God to spare one family from
His judgment. In this way God
was able to bring sinful man to
an end of their sinful works by
means of a great judgment.
Noah brought rest.



