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Psalms 11:3
If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?

Laying a firm foundation for understanding
the beginnings of creation.
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In this edition of Parables Bookshelf we continue with the Bemkndations
Chapter 16 explores the significance of ancient Babel as the root of all idola-
try and false religion. Many common aspects of religious practice and human
endeavor such as tower building have spread from Babel across the world.

Scripture Memory

3- Isaiah 13:19 Parables Newsletter
.2 And Babylon, the beauty of 1 Series 1.16.13
kingdoms, the glory of the 1 Foundations

Chaldeans' pride, will be as
when God overthrew Sodom
and Gomorrah.

1 Chapter 16

I will open my mouth in a parable, I will utter dark sayings of old... We will not conceal them.

Psalms 78



Foundations

Nimrod, Babel, and its Tower continues to this day. Not only is this city named in
the first book of the Old Testament, but it appears
in the last book of the New Testament as well.

Babylon is the first city to be named in the Bible. It
is associated with rebellion against God, which is
why Yahweh confused the language of men there
and scattered them throughout the earth. Babylon
' has al ways stood as a synm
Tower of Babel Stele From Time of Nebuchad-  in the same way Zion stands as a symbol of Yah-
nezzar wehodés kingdom. I n Genesi s
of Babel, but now at the end of this age we are ob-
serving Babylon come to a fulness of maturity. Her
As we continue to look at the ancient foundations abominations, and rebellion against God, are more
of human history one mé n evidence today t hane naett
of doing so?0 It i S n o tForthis reason, it is of value for us to turn our at- a
child to question the value of their history lessons.t ent i on t o Babel, mands f
They may see little practical benefit for their daily aright the history of that infamous place.
life. How will the study of history help them to get
a good paying job, find a spouse, acquire the hous
of their dreams, or help them to deal with the issue There is a connection between the zodiac we have
of everyday life? been studying and ancient Babel. It was at Babel
that the stellar prophecy of Yahweh was distorted
into an idolatrous religion. At Babel the holy was
Such disregard for the value of historical studies made profane. Now the entire world is filled with
should not be found among Christians. A brief mo- the spiritual corruption whose inception was at Ba-
ment of contemplation will reveal that the Bible is bel. Many ignorant men and women, not under-
itself a historical book. The most recent of its writ- standing the true history of man and his interactions
ings are two millennia old. The oldest of its writ-  with Yahweh, have imagined vain things. Some
ings are between 3,000,000 years old. The Bible assert that there are religions older than that set
provides an account of forthinthe Bible which recognizes Yahweh as the a |
ings with mankind, beginning with the first parents Creator of all things. These religions ultimately
of the human race. Yahweh evidently thoughtit  trace back to Babel, revealing that they are merely
i mportant that we have corruptions,and a departure from, the true faith of ma |
history, one that is told from His perspective. The Adam and his descendants. Those who account the
Holy Spirit inspired men of old to record each de- mystery religions of Babylon as of greater antiquity
tail in the Bible for our benefit, that we might walk than Judaism or Christianity base their claims upon

in wisdom and understanding. a misapprehension of history.
You may ask, fAHow wil | Whenlwasinmy earlytwenties | attended a local B a -
bel aid me as a di sci plcollegein myhome state of Georgia. Duringmy h e

swer is found in recognizing that Babel, or Babylor first year of classes | was required to take a psy-
as it became known, has never ceased to exist. It chology course. The man teaching the course was
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an atheist and many of his lectures attempted to  Despite the apparent overreach and misstatement of
prove to students that Christianity had borrowed it my professor, a valid point is raised in his argu-
major beliefs and teachings from earlier religions, ments. Many of the teachings, customs, and sym-
particularly Mithraism. The professor claimed that bols of Christianity are found in pagan religions
many of the beliefs of Christianity had been preser that predate the Christian era. One of the reasons
for centuries in earlier religions. Among the things for this is that Christianity as it is practiced today
this professor suggested Christianity borrowed has borrowed many customs, symbols, and beliefs
from earlier pagan religions was the teaching of a from paganism. The church has departed from true
divine Trinity, the use of the cross as a religious  apostolic Christianity as set forth in the New Testa-
symbol, the idea of a blood sacrifice, and even the ment of the Bible. Many Christians have never
teaching of the virgin birth. taken the time to examine current church practice
and doctrines to differentiate between that which is
founded upon the teaching of Yahshua and His
The professor was wrong in suggesting that New apostles and that which results from the practice of
Testament Christianity had culled its ideas from syncretism (the act of embracing, and seeking to

earlier pagan religions, a matter | pointed outto  reconcile, pagan doctrines, customs, and symbols
him in a carefully researched and documented let- with Christianity).

ter. He never once mentioned the New Testament
writerds frequent quot ¢ ame |
Rather than acknowledge the very evident fact tha Examples of syncretism are the observance of the
Christianityés roots | ¢birthof Christon December 2%t the time ofthe o f
patriarchs and prophets, he argued for a pagan  Winter Solstice; the observance of Easter, the very
origination. It is easily demonstrated that every ma name of the holiday being the same as the goddess

jor tenet of the New Testament is foreshadowed  of fertility otherwise known as Eostre, Ishtar, Ash-

and prophesied in the Old Testament. Moses wroti toreth and Astarte; the observance of Lent; the

the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible, = adoption of Sunday as the Christian Sabbath; the

1,500 years B.C.. This date for the first writings of practice of placing obelisks (steeples) on church

the Old Testament exceed that of the most ancient houses, and many other such departures from the

date postulated for the origin of Mithraism. Conse- teaching of Christ and His apostles.

guently, it is absurd to reject a Hebraic origin of —
Christianity in favor of a Mithraic one.

claims. He was apparently parroting the arguments ‘ \
he had heard from other sources, but had spent litf == == -

time seeking to establish the veracity of the argu- Obelisks

ments he was setting forth. An Internet search on

the words AMi thraism ar pr o-
vide links to many websites that are promulgating

similar views to those set forth by my professor

thirty years ago. One will find an equal number of

Christian apologetics websites that are refuting the

claims that Christianity borrowed its teachings

from Mithraism.

My college professor lacked carefulness in his i
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Church Steeples

When all of these things are shown to predate
Christianity by centuries, and are plainly demon-
strated to be artifacts of pagan religion, the believe
who has not separated the faith of the original disc
ples from the apostate forms of Christianity presen
today is left with the troubling conclusion that
Christianity has borrowed heavily from the very
pagan religions it
most revered holidays are based upon the astro-
nomical observations of Babylonian sun worship,
the first occurring at the time of the Winter Solstice
(Christmas), and the latter occurring at the time of
the Spring Equinox (Easter). Astonishingly, the
church has even preserved the name of the pagan
goddess of fertility in the observance of its Spring
celebration. The name Easter is a form of the Ger-
manic Eostre, the Babylonian Ishtar, the Aramean
Astarte, and the Canaanite Ashtoreth who is name
as one of the false deities worshiped by pagan cul-
tures in the Old Testament, and which the Israelite
so often embraced at the displeasure of Yahweh.

| Kings 11:5

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians...

Christians may protest that Easter actually has its

origin in the Hebrew Passover, but the fact of the
matter is that this Christian high holy day is an un-
righteous merging of the holy and the profane. Bas-
kets of grass and bonnets of flowers, colored eggs,
and Easter bunnies are all symbols of fertility that
are traceable back to the pagan worship of the
Babylonian goddess of fertility, the Queen of
Heaven. Arising early t
serviceo on fiEastero
origin. The New Testament reveals no practice of

Christ, His apostles, or the early disciples observing

holidays at the Winter Solstice and Spring Equinox,
but pagan religions have done so from ancient
times. The date of the Jewish Passover is deter-
mined in an entirely different manner from that of

Easter, and it has distinct rites and symbols that are

not present in Easter traditions.

Though the Bible does not state plainly when
Christ was born, clues in the gospels point to an
Autumn birth that likely occurred during the Feast
of Tabernacles. Early Christians in Rome began
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C 0 N Ccelebrating the birth of the Son of God in Decemt W 0

ber to appease current practice among sun worship-

ers of holding a great celebration at the time of the
Winter solstice. The Romans worshiped the sun

under the name Sol | nvi
sun. o In | ate December
Solis I nvicti, a holi da
day of the unconquered

Sol Invictus Stele, circa 15200 A.D.

Note the sun rays circling the head of Sol Invictus.
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