
This issue of Parables 
Bookshelf continues the 
book Laying Down the 
Law. 

 

The Deficiency of 
the Law 

It offends some who 
revere the Law to see 
it described as defi-
cient. Yet this is the 
testimony of the 
Scriptures. The Law 
was a shadow. Shad-
ows lack substance. 
The Law could make 
nothing perfect. The 
Law could not impart 
divine life. The Law 
could not perma-
nently take away sins 
through it sacrifices 
and offerings. The 
Law could make no 
man righteous. The 

Law could point to 
the perfect work of 
Christ through its 
types and shadows of 
the Tabernacle, the 
offerings, feast days, 
and washings, but it 
was not the very sub-
stance and realiza-
tion of these things. 
Christ in every way 
has surpassed the 
Law and brought His 
people to something 
better. 

 

Hebrews 10:1 

For the law, having a 
shadow of the good 
things to come, and 
not the very image of 
the things, can never 
with these same sac-
rifices, which they 

offer continually year 
by year, make those 
who approach per-
fect. 

 

Hebrews 7:18-19 

For on the one hand 
there is an annulling 
of the former com-
mandment because 
of its weakness and 
unprofitableness, for 
the law made nothing 
perfect; on the other 
hand, there is the 
bringing in of a better 
hope, through which 
we draw near to God. 

 

Acts 13:39-40 

By Him everyone 
who believes is justi-
fied from all things 
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Scripture Memory 

John 1:17 

For the law was given 
through Moses, but grace 
and truth came through    
Jesus Christ.  



from which you could not be justified by the law of 
Moses. 

 

Romans 8:3 

For what the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God did by sending His own 
Son... 

 

Galatians 4:9-10 

But now after you have known God, or rather are 
known by God, how is it that you turn again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire 
again to be in bondage? You observe days and 
months and seasons and years. 

 

Hebrews 8:7-8 

 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then 
no place would have been sought for a second. Be-
cause finding fault with them, He says: "Behold, 
the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant...” 

 

Hebrews 9:9-10 

It was symbolic for the present time in which both 
gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make 
him who performed the service perfect in regard to 
the conscience - concerned only with foods and 
drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances 
imposed until the time of reformation. 

 

What is the accumulated message of all these pas-
sages? It is that the Law was a weak and deficient 
work instituted until that which is perfect should 
come. 

 

Let us look at the specific deficiencies of the Law. 
Many who are espousing the continuance of the 
Law today like to divide the Law into various parts 
that they might declare that one part has ended, 
while another part continues. Although this dis-
tinction is never made by the apostles when they 
speak of the Law, I think it may be of benefit to ad-

dress the Law by its various parts in order to dem-
onstrate that whether one is speaking of the cere-
monial Law, the Laws of sacrifices and offerings, or 
the moral Law, all are weak and deficient. All have 
been supplanted by something far superior. 

 

Consider again the Father’s wider plan for man-
kind as we begin this examination. Yahweh desires 
sons in His own image, who are partakers of His 
own nature. When the Law was given, mankind 
lacked this inner spiri-
tual life. It would be an-
other 1500 years until a 
Savior would come who 
would accomplish the 
will of Yahweh. Sin 
would be atoned for. The 
certificate of debt con-
sisting of decrees against us would be nailed to the 
cross of Christ. The way would be opened for union 
with the Father. The Spirit would be given to in-
dwell mankind. Men would receive a new spirit and 
a new heart. Until that time arrived, it seemed good 
to the Father to provide man a testimony of the 
things that lay ahead, and a means to show man-
kind their sinful condition and need of a Savior. 

 

Galatians 3:24-25 

Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us 
to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
tutor. 

 

In the ceremonial parts of the Law, including Feast 
days and Sabbaths, washings and offerings, the 
manifold plan of God for the reformation of man 
was revealed. In the sacrifices of the Law we see the 
principle of atonement, of the soul of one creature 
serving as a substitute for the life of another. The 
Scriptures declare, “The soul that sins must die,” 
but Yahweh permitted another soul to die in our 
place. Bulls, goats and other animals were a type 
and shadow of that perfect sacrifice to be realized 
in Christ. In the moral Law we see a shadow of the 
righteousness, justice, holiness, and will of Yah-
weh. Yet it too is imperfect, and something much 
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fuller is to be found in Christ. 

 

The Ceremonial Law and Offerings 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to 
food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day - things which are a shadow 
of what is to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ. 

 

Most Christians perceive that the ceremonial parts 
of the Law served as shadows of things to come. 
For example, Yahweh delivered through Moses in-
structions for the children of Israel to annually ob-
serve three major feasts, which in their several 
parts break down to seven individual events. The 
first of these feasts is Passover. 

 

The first Passover was observed just prior to Is-
rael’s departure from slavery in Egypt. For a period 
of five days each family was to take a spotless lamb 
into their homes (from the 10th to the 14th of the 
first month). On the 14th day of the month they 
were all to slay the lamb, and place some of the 
blood on the doorposts and lintel of their homes. 
They were commanded to roast and eat the lamb, 
leaving nothing over until the next day. There were 
other associated rituals such as removing all leaven 
from the home for a period of seven days leading 
up to the night of Passover, eating the lamb with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and standing 
dressed and fully ready with staff in hand to depart 
(Exodus 12). Every detail is symbolic, and points to 
some work fulfilled in Christ. 

 

When Christ was born of a virgin, lived among 
mankind, and completed the work the Father gave 
Him to do, the substance of Passover was realized. 
For a period of time all Israel had the Lamb of God 
to dwell among them. They beheld His form and 
observed Him to be spotless and without blemish. 
Pilate examined Him and testified, “I find no fault 
in Him.” 

On the Passover the Jews crucified the Son of God, 
and spoke the words, “Let His blood be upon us 
and upon our children.” It was a bitter experience 
as the Bread of Life was broken. Yet those who re-
ceive His sacrifice in faith as an atonement for sin 
are passed over by death. They are invited to eat 
the Lamb of God, for His flesh is true meat, and 
His blood is true drink. These words are Spirit and 
they are life, indicating that we are to receive every 
part of Christ, not just that which is attractive to 
the appetites of man. We are to receive Him into 
our being. We are then to be ready to immediately 
depart from a worldly life of slavery to sin and fol-
low Yahweh as He leads us through wilderness ex-
periences on the way to the land of our inheritance. 

 

There may be some groups who profess to be 
Christian who slay a lamb every Passover and eat it 
with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. (Most who 
observe Passover buy their lamb at the grocery 
store.) Some may even 
take some of the blood 
and put it on their door-
ways. However, such re-
enactments of the 
shadow of Christ’s aton-
ing work are no longer 
required. The substance 
has surpassed the shadow contained in the Law. 
Yahweh will no longer have regard for the blood of 
a lamb, for He has accepted the perfect offering of 
the blood of His Son. The blood is never to be of-
fered again. 

 

Hebrews 10:1-9 

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with these same sacrifices, which they offer 
continually year by year, make those who approach 
perfect.... For it is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and goats could take away sins. Therefore, 
when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice 
and offering You did not desire, but a body 
You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. 
Then I said, 'Behold, I have come - in the vol-
ume of the book it is written of Me - to do 
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Your will, O God.'" Previously saying, 
"Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, 
and offerings for sin You did not desire, 
nor had pleasure in them"(which are offered 
according to the law), then He said, "Behold, I 
have come to do Your will, O God." He takes 
away the first that He may establish the 
second. 

 

There are a number of ways in which to understand 
these words, “He takes away the first that He may 

establish the second.” 
Certainly they imply that 
the offering of Christ has 
replaced the sacrifices 
and offerings of the Law. 
On another level these 
words reveal the desire of 

the Father that was accomplished through Christ. 
Yahweh has desired obedience from man, and not 
sacrifice. 

 

I Samuel 15:22 

So Samuel said: “Has Yahweh as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of Yahweh? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.” 

 

Look at the repetition of the words of Christ in the 
above passage from Hebrews. “Behold, I have 
come... to do Your will, O God.” This is what Christ 
accomplished for the Father. Before man received 
the indwelling Spirit of Christ they could not attain 
to the righteousness of God. The will might be pre-
sent, but the power to accomplish it was not. The 
result was disobedience followed by sacrifices and 
offerings for sin. Christ came to bring an end to 
sacrifices, and to establish obedience in the lives of 
God’s people. He takes away the first that He 
may establish the second. 

 

Yahweh was never satisfied by the offerings and 
sacrifices of men. He permitted them UNTIL the 
one perfect sacrifice should be offered on behalf of 
men, and obedience established in those who had 

received a new nature. 

 

Amos 5:21-24 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I do not savor 
your sacred assemblies. Though you offer Me burnt 
offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept 
them, nor will I regard your fattened peace offer-
ings. Take away from Me the noise of your songs, 
for I will not hear the melody of your stringed in-
struments. But let justice run down like water, and 
righteousness like a mighty stream. 

 

Yahweh has always desired righteousness and obe-
dience. Sacrifices and festivals are not an accept-
able substitute for these. Christ takes away one to 
establish the other. 

 

I receive correspondence from people who tell me 
with great excitement that the Temple in Jerusa-
lem is about to be rebuilt, the priesthood and San-
hedrin restored, and sacrifices once more offered. 
It is folly to believe any of these things are being 
accomplished by the will of Yahweh. He abolished 
these things when He sent His Son. The shadows 
have been replaced with the substance found in 
Christ. 

 

If some are inclined to continue to commemorate 
Feast Days, and Sabbaths, I do not condemn them. 
It is error, however, to declare that such things are 
required of Yahweh for Christians today. They are 
not. This the apostle Paul made clear in the passage 
already cited. 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to 
food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day - things which are a shadow 
of what is to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ. 

 

If I have entered into the substance of the will of 
the Father, then none are able to accuse me as a 
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transgressor. The truth is that a great many are 
keeping the shadows of these things, but they have 
yet to enter into the substance. These are the ones 
who will incur condemnation. 

 

Many are the saints who observe the Sabbath day 
by ceasing from physical labor, yet they have not 
entered into the spiritual substance that this 
shadow pointed to. Paul defines Sabbath rest in the 
following manner: 

 

Hebrews 4:10 

For he who has entered His rest has himself also 
ceased from his works as God did from His. 

 

The substance of Sabbath rest is entered when a 
man ceases from works that arise from his own 
soul and begins to live a life submitted to the Spirit 
of God. It is that which Christ declared of Himself 
when He stated, “I never do anything of My own 
initiative. I only do the will of the Father.” 

 

You may observe Sabbath days, but if your life is 
still under the direction of your own soul, you have 
not entered into Sabbath rest and you are not yet 
pleasing to the Father. Christ came that men might 
enter into the fulness of the desire of Yahweh for 
them. The shadow had men ceasing from their la-
bors one day a week. The substance directs and 
empowers men to cease from their self-directed 
labors every day that they might live to do the will 
of the Father. 

 

(To gain a fuller understanding of the substance of 
Sabbath rest, I recommend to you the book Sab-
bath.) 

 

http://www.heart4god.ws/id214.htm 

 

Some have written to me over the years concerning 
the Scripture in Zechariah that speaks of the Feast 
of Tabernacles being continued during the millen-
nial rule of Christ. 

Zechariah 14:16-17 

And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left 
of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 
shall go up from year to year to worship the King, 
Yahweh of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Taberna-
cles. And it shall be that whichever of the families 
of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to wor-
ship the King, Yahweh of hosts, on them there will 
be no rain. 

 

A principle is found throughout the New Testa-
ment revealing that when the substance has come, 
the shadow is done away. The earth has seen the 
fulfillment of the first 
two major feasts of Yah-
weh, Passover and Pente-
cost. Tabernacles is yet to 
be fulfilled. Christ ful-
filled Passover when He 
was crucified as the 
Lamb of God. Pentecost 
was fulfilled fifty days later when the Holy Spirit 
was given to the body of Christ. Tabernacles has 
not yet been fulfilled. Therefore, it is the only feast 
mentioned in this passage from Zechariah. 

 

Tabernacles symbolizes God and man dwelling to-
gether in fulness. At this time we have been sealed 
with the Spirit of promise, but we have not yet re-
ceived the Spirit without measure. 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our in-
heritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

 

Just prior to the Millennial reign of Christ a group 
of firstfruit sons will be resurrected to glory. These 
will rule and reign with Christ for the thousand 
years. These will be the first to experience the sub-
stance of Tabernacles. 
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Revelation 20:5-6 

This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such 
the second death has no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
Him a thousand years. 

 

All those who were passed over, being judged as 
unready, having failed to have come to maturity at 
this first harvest of men, will have to await the 
thousand years end before the next resurrection. 

 

Revelation 20:5 

But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished. 

 

Those who rule with Christ during this period will 
have experienced Tabernacles, while those nations 

they rule over have not. 
To ever keep in mind the 
will of Yahweh for the 
nations, they will be re-
quired to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles annually. 
The nations are not re-
quired to observe Pass-

over and Pentecost, for these have already been 
fulfilled in Messiah. 

 

In the next chapter we will examine the deficiency 
of the moral Law delivered to Moses. 

 

The Moral Law - A Shadow of Things to 
Come 

 

Many have set forth the argument that the ceremo-
nial Law, and the Law of offerings and sacrifices, 
have been set aside for those who are in Christ, but 
the moral Law still holds sway over the life of an 
individual. They teach that the moral Law still is to 
serve as the believer’s code of conduct and a guide 
for righteous living. That the apostles and church 
fathers had the moral portions of the Law in mind 

when they declared the Christian to have died to 
the Law is evident in the Scriptures, and will be re-
vealed to all who will rightly divide the word of 
God. Consider the following passage from Paul’s 
writings. 

 

Romans 7:6-7 

But now we have been released from the Law, hav-
ing died to that by which we were bound, so that 
we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness 
of the letter. What shall we say then? Is the Law 
sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not 
have come to know sin except through the Law; for 
I would not have known about coveting if the Law 
had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET." 

 

To those who argue that Paul was merely setting 
aside the Talmudic additions to the Law, let them 
consider Paul’s arguments in this chapter of Ro-
mans. Where do we find the command “You shall 
not covet”? It is in the Law of Moses, in that very 
pronounced subset which is referred to as the ten 
commandments. 

 

Exodus 20:17 

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you 
shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male 
servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his 
donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 

 

People of God, the command to not covet most cer-
tainly belongs to that division of the Law that some 
have described as the moral Law. What does Paul 
say in regard to it? “But now we have been released 
from the Law, having died to that by which we were 
bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit 
and not in oldness of the letter.” 

 

A number of things are to be observed in this state-
ment. The Spirit has supplanted the role of the 
Law. The Spirit of Christ is that which is far fuller, 
more substantial, powerful, and capable than the 
Law delivered to Moses. The Spirit not only is able 
to reveal to the sons of God the will of the Father 
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IN ALL THINGS, but it is able to impart the divine 
life needed to obey. 

 

A second thing to observe in these words is that we 
are to continue to serve Yahweh. Being freed from 
the Law we are to enter into a fuller service to God. 
This service is not to continue under “the oldness 
of the letter.” Paul testifies that we have died to 
that manner of living. Rather, this service is in the 
newness of the Spirit. 

 

Galatians 5:18 

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the Law. 

 

In sharing with the saints of God over the course of 
many years that those who are in Christ are no 
longer under the Law, including the moral Law, 
many emotional arguments have been raised. One 
of the common arguments is to ask, “So, do you 
believe it is now okay to commit murder, or to 
commit adultery, or to steal?” Others will ask, “So, 
what part of the moral Law do you want to vio-
late?” 

 

People of God, such arguments have failed to com-
prehend that which the scriptures are teaching. 
They are not promoting lawlessness. They are de-
claring that there is a far more excellent way to dis-
cern the mind and will of Yahweh than through the 
Law. The Law was weak, and it contained only a 
shadow of the will of God. The Spirit is able to re-
veal the will of God in fulness. 

 

I do not desire to walk lawlessly. I desire to know 
the will of the Father and to do it. The Law cannot 
disclose the Father’s will with the same precision 
and fulness as that of the indwelling Spirit of 
Christ. Remember, Moses brought men under the 
rule of Yahweh by establishing the covenant of 
Law. Christ brings men under the rule of the Fa-
ther to a far surpassing degree. His life establishes 
the pattern to be lived by all those who are born of 
His seed. 

Yahshua was not guided by the Law. He was guided 
by the Spirit and He perfectly fulfilled the will and 
pleasure of the Father. From the moment the Spirit 
descended upon Him at the Jordan in the form of a 
dove, we read of Christ’s life being directed by the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

Mark 1:9-13 

It came to pass in those days that Yahshua came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan. And immediately, coming up from 
the water, He saw the heavens parting and the 
Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. Immedi-
ately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. And 
He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted 
by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the an-
gels ministered to Him. 

 

It was the Father’s will for His Son to begin His 
earthly ministry by fasting for forty days, dwelling 
in the wilderness, and being tempted of the devil. 
Christ did not arrive at this knowledge of the will of 
His Father through the Law. Christ revealed the 
pattern of His life in the following words: 

 

John 5:19-20 

Therefore Yahshua answered and was saying to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees 
the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, 
these things the Son also does in like manner. For 
the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things 
that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show 
Him greater works than these, so that you will mar-
vel.” 

 

How is it that the Father disclosed what He was 
doing to the Son? It was through the Spirit. 

 

I Corinthians 2:11-13 

For who among men knows the thoughts of a man 
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even 
so the thoughts of God no one knows except the 
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Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 
we may know the things freely given to us by God, 
which things we also speak, not in words taught by 
human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

 

I want to share with you here one of the most tragic 
consequences of looking to the Law as a guide for 

righteous living. Because 
the Law contains only a 
shadow of the will of the 
Father, and not the full 
substance of His will, 
those who are guided by 
the Law will fail to dis-

cover and walk in all that the Father has appointed 
for their lives. Those areas of the Father’s will they 
are most likely to fail to enter into are one’s in 
which the saint would experience suffering and 
persecution. 

 

Let us look to Christ once more as a pattern. It was 
the Spirit that directed Yahshua to heal on the Sab-
bath day. Although the Law did not strictly forbid 
healing on the Sabbath, neither did it say that one 
must heal on the Sabbath if an opportunity pre-
sented itself. Yahshua understood that if He healed 
on the Sabbath, the Jewish religious leaders would 
condemn Him and eventually seek to take His life. 
If He were guided by the Law He might have rea-
soned, “I can wait until the Sabbath is over to heal 
the people. They will still be healed, and I will 
avoid condemnation and persecution.” 

 

This however, is not how Christ formed His deci-
sions. He was careful to do whatever He saw the 
Father doing, and He saw the Father healing cer-
tain people on the Sabbath day. If Yahshua was to 
accomplish all the Father’s will, He had to be sub-
mitted to do all that the Spirit revealed to Him. Ob-
serve how this topic of persecution ties into the 
passage we read previously. 

 

 

John 5:16-19 

For this reason the Jews were persecuting 
Yahshua, because He was doing these things on the 
Sabbath. But He answered them, "My Father is 
working until now, and I Myself am working." For 
this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill Him, because He not only was break-
ing the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own 
Father, making Himself equal with God. Therefore 
Yahshua answered and was saying to them, "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Him-
self, unless it is something He sees the Father do-
ing; for whatever the Father does, these things the 
Son also does in like manner.” 

 

Yahshua saw the Father healing on the Sabbath. 
Therefore, He healed on the Sabbath. This submis-
sion to the leading of the Spirit resulted in Christ’s 
persecution. If Yahshua were directed by Law He 
could easily have waited and healed on the next day 
and avoided persecution. Many Christians today 
who are directed by the Law, or look to some Chris-
tian moral code as their source of direction in life, 
are continually making similar decisions. They 
avoid persecution and suffering by living by a code 
of conduct. They are freed from a life directed by 
the Spirit. The Christian’s mind becomes that 
which directs them, choosing the best manner to 
apply the Law to their circumstances. 

 

People of God, let me state to you plainly, in order 
to be conformed to the image of Christ you must 
live by the Spirit. The Spirit will ALWAYS lead the 
sons and daughters of Yahweh to experiences 
where those around them will condemn them, 
scorn them, and persecute them. The Spirit will 
ALWAYS direct the saints to an afflicted path that 
leads to life, and few there are who find it. 

 

I know of no greater deceit today among the people 
of God than that which clings to the Law with pas-
sionate arguments of wanting to do the Father’s 
will. Embracing the Law provides an excuse to 
avoid suffering while maintaining an appearance of 
righteousness. It sunders the Christian from sub-
mission to the Spirit of Christ with the result being 
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that the disciple’s cross is avoided. 

 

This is the reason that Satan works so tirelessly to 
sow confusion among the body of Christ in relation 
to the role of the Law. Satan knows that the Law 
makes nothing perfect, but life in the Spirit brings 
forth mature sons and daughters. Satan does not 
want to see Christ fully formed in men, so he leads 
them away from the one path that can produce 
saints who have attained to the fulness of the stat-
ure of Christ. 

 

If one walks by the Spirit they must go wherever 
the Spirit leads them to go, and do whatever the 
Spirit directs them to do. The same Spirit that led 
Yahshua to heal on the Sabbath and to confront the 
sin and corruption of the Jewish religious system, 
will lead disciples today to works and words that 
will result in their persecution. 

 

Galatians 6:12 

As many as desire to make a good showing in the 
flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, 
only that they may not suffer persecution for the 
cross of Christ. 

 

Do you perceive what Paul is stating here? The Law 
allows men and women to make a good showing in 
the flesh while avoiding the persecution of the 
cross. Let me give you an example to illustrate this. 

 

The Law tells a man that he is to give the firstfruits 
of his increase to Yahweh. He is free to do with the 
remainder whatever his soul desires as long as he 
does not violate the righteousness found in the 
Law. This is a shadow of the will of God, but not 
the full substance. The substance is realized in 
Christ. 

 

Luke 14:33 

"So then, none of you can be My disciple who does 
not give up all his own possessions.” 

 

Christ brings in the fulness of the Father’s will for 
mankind. Everything that a man possesses is to 
be surrendered to the Father to be used as He di-
rects. Those who live by a Law of righteousness 
make a good showing in the flesh by giving to the 
Father a tithe of their increase. Those who walk by 
the Spirit must surrender to the Father EVERY-
THING. 

 

Luke 14:33 

 ‘So, then, every one of you who doth not take leave 
of all that he himself hath, is not able to be my dis-
ciple.’ 

[Young’s Literal Translation] 

 

There was a rich young ruler who kept the Law of 
Moses. He was outwardly 
of a very godly character. 
To borrow Paul’s de-
scription, he made a 
good showing in the 
flesh. I do not doubt the 
sincerity of this man. I do 
not believe he was a 
hypocrite, or a play actor. He wanted to be found 
approved by the God of Israel. This young ruler 
came to Messiah and asked the following: 

 

Matthew 19:16 

"Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I 
may have eternal life?" 

 

Yahshua answered him by citing a number of the 
ten commandments. The young ruler assured 
Yahshua that he had kept all these things. He then 
said, “What more do I lack.” 

 

Observe closely the response of Christ. He does not 
tell the young ruler that he is perfect for having 
kept the commandments, for the Law makes noth-
ing perfect. Instead, Christ replies: 
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Matthew 19:21 

"If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me." 

 

This encounter with the rich young ruler is re-
corded in three of the gospels. Mark presents these 
last words of Christ to the ruler in this manner. 

 

Mark 10:21 

Then Yahshua, looking at him, loved him, and said 
to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell 
whatever you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up 
the cross, and follow Me." 

 

In each telling of this encounter, the writer reveals 
that Christ told the young man who had kept the 
Law that he still was lacking. Christ said, “IF YOU 
WANT TO BE PERFECT” there is something fur-

ther you must do. The 
word translated as 
“perfect” here is the 
Greek word “teleios.” It 
means, “perfect, entire, 
lacking in nothing.” To 
become “teleios” Christ 

told the young man that he must go beyond the 
Law, and “take up the cross and follow Me.” 

 

How does one follow Christ? They receive the 
Spirit of Christ and surrender to be guided by it in 
all things in the same way that Yahshua did. The 
Spirit will lead all men to a cross. Those who are 
guided by the Law are able to make a good showing 
in the flesh while avoiding the cross. 

 

Those of you who read this writing, I declare to you 
that if you cling to the Law as your guide for living, 
you will be able to make a good showing in the 
flesh. Men will applaud you for your righteous ap-
pearance, but you will fall short of becoming 
“perfect, entire and lacking in nothing.” If you sur-
render to be led of the Spirit in all things, you too 

may be required to sell all that you have, and dis-
tribute it to the poor.” 

 

Men will not applaud you for this. Family members 
will tell you that you are misguided. Religious peo-
ple, and lovers of money, will tell you that you need 
to hold onto your possessions that the world might 
see that obedience to God results in prosperity. Yet, 
Christ, speaking through the inspiration of the 
Spirit of His Father revealed this to be the will of 
God for this young man. If he would be perfect, he 
must go beyond the Law to a life fully surrendered 
to the Spirit. 

 

Christ declares that this is a cost that ALL disciples 
must accept. Everything you possess must be 
yielded to the Spirit to be used as He directs. 

 

Consider now why the Law is so attractive to men 
and women today. Embracing the Law delivers 
them from suffering while permitting them to 
make a good showing in the flesh. 

 

Those who are concerned that my teaching in this 
series will lead to lawlessness, now know the truth. 
It is an adherence to the Law that leads one away 
from full submission to the will of God and pre-
vents men from coming to spiritual maturity. 

 

I ask you to consider this matter in your own life. Is 
it not easier for you to give Yahweh a tithe of your 
increase than to submit all you possess to Him for 
His disposal? Does it not strike fear into your heart 
to consider what a full surrender to the Spirit in 
this realm might result in? 

 

If you have embraced the Law as your guide, you 
can console yourself with the thought that you have 
done well in giving to God a tithe. You can avoid 
asking God if He would have you to give every-
thing. If this is your experience, the Law has sev-
ered you from the Spirit of Christ. The Law has 
usurped the role of the Spirit as Yahweh’s voice to 
disclose His full and perfect will to you. 
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Galatians 5:4 

You have been severed from Christ, you who are 
seeking to be justified by law... 

 

Is not the fear of suffering a powerful motivator? 
Many, not discerning the dynamics of the attrac-
tion of the Law to the soul of man are finding 
themselves staunchly defending the Law’s continu-
ance. They declare that they are defending right-
eousness and fighting on behalf of Yahweh, but in 
truth they are falling short of entering into a full 
submission to His will. The consequences in their 
lives will be tragic. They will fall short of attaining 
the full stature of Christ. Perfection is not found in 
the Law. 

 

Be Ye Perfect 

 

If you did not read the previous post in this series, I 
encourage you to not permit the opportunity to 
pass you by. Go back and read it carefully, for there 
is contained in it such profound truth regarding the 
tragic consequences of seeking to be guided by 
Law, that all Christians are advised to consider 
carefully what is written. To return to the previous 
post click here: 

 

http://parablesblog.blogspot.com/2011/01/laying-
down-law-moral-law-shadow-of.html 

 

The Law of Moses does not contain the full sub-
stance of the mind, character, and will of the Fa-
ther. These things are comprehended only by the 
Spirit. 

 

I Corinthians 2:10-12 

For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God. .. Now we have received... the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might know the things 
that have been freely given to us by God. 

 

The Law was given by God to His people UNTIL 

that which is perfect should come. The Law was an 
interim measure that fulfilled the purposes of God. 
The Law revealed to men their lack of spiritual life. 
It showed men their need 
of a Savior. Through its 
types and shadows it 
pointed to the redemp-
tive work of Christ. The 
Law was not the redemp-
tive work itself. It was 
not a means to attain 
righteousness, and it did not fully disclose the will 
of the Father. The Law could not make men per-
fect. 

 

Hebrews 7:18-19 

For on the one hand there is an annulling of the 
former commandment because of its weakness and 
unprofitableness, for the law made nothing perfect; 
on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a bet-
ter hope, through which we draw near to God. 

 

In the previous chapter I gave an example of one 
area of the Old Testament Law, revealing it to be a 
shadow of life in Christ. This area was tithing. The 
Law required that men give to Yahweh a tithe of all 
their increase. In Christ, men are brought to give to 
Yahweh EVERYTHING. 

 

Luke 14:33 

 ‘So, then, every one of you who doth not take leave 
of all that he himself hath, is not able to be my dis-
ciple.’ 

[Young’s Literal Translation] 

 

I Corinthians 6:19-20 

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? For you have 
been bought with a price... 
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Romans 14:7-9 

For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to 
himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we 
die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live 
or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died 
and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 

 

Christ’s life, death and resurrection accomplished 
the desire of the Father. Through Christ, Yahweh 
obtained for Himself a people who would fully be-
come His possession. This possession is not in part, 
as under the Law of Moses, but in whole. A man 
could be partaker of the Mosaic Covenant and give 
to God a tithe, but no man can be Christ’s disciple 
apart from giving up all he possesses. 

 

Consider this pattern of shadow and substance in 
another Law, that of 
Sabbath rest. The Law 
of Moses required all of 
God’s people to rest one 
day of the week, and to 
perform no laborious 
work in it. The sub-

stance that the Christian is called to walk in is far 
more substantial. The substance of Sabbath rest is 
realized as a man ceases entirely from all works 
that arise from his soul. 

 

Hebrews 4:10-11 

For he who has entered His rest has himself also 
ceased from his works as God did from His. Let us 
therefore be diligent to enter that rest... 

 

This Sabbath rest was first revealed to the world 
through the life of Yahshua. No man prior to Christ 
ever walked in the substance of Sabbath rest. 
Yahshua demonstrated true Sabbath rest in the fol-
lowing words: 

 

John 5:30 

"I can do NOTHING on My own initiative. 

As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, be-
cause I do not seek My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me.” 

 

John 8:28-29 

So Yahshua said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am He, and I do NOTH-
ING on My own initiative, but I speak these 
things as the Father instructed Me. And He who 
sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I 
ALWAYS do the things that are pleasing to 
Him." 

 

Christ had entered so fully into the will of His Fa-
ther that there was no action in His life that was 
initiated from within His own soul. He did not even 
speak a word of His own initiative. He only spoke 
those things the Father commanded Him to speak. 

 

People of God, this is the difference between the 
shadow of the Law and the substance found in 
Christ. The Law truly made nothing perfect, but in 
Christ perfection is attained. 

 

There are many believers today who have written 
to me to declare how very zealous they are for ob-
serving the shadow of the Sabbath as found in the 
Law. My heart is burdened for them, knowing that 
as long as they focus on shadows they will never 
attain to the perfect will of God. Indeed, keeping 
the shadow affords them a sense of self-
righteousness as they measure themselves against 
what was commanded by Moses. Their self-
satisfaction keeps them from any serious consid-
eration that there is anything more Yahweh would 
require of them. They fall far short of giving to Yah-
weh their entire lives, seven days a week, while tes-
tifying that they are pleasing to Him as they ob-
serve the shadows found in the Old Covenant. Most 
who are Sabbath Keepers have not comprehended 
that the Laws pertaining to Sabbath were given to 
lead men to the substance that is found in Christ. 
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Colossians 2:16-18 

So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or re-
garding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 
which are a shadow of things to come, but 
the substance is of Christ.  

 

The Father desires that men and women enter into 
that fulness of rest found in the life of Messiah. He 
wants His people to come to an end of all works 
that arise from their own souls. Yahweh wants His 
people to be able to declare with Christ, “I never 
(Not on Sabbath only) do anything of My own ini-
tiative. I always do the will of the Father.” Only this 
constitutes perfection. Only this rises to the fulness 
of the stature of Christ. 

 

To understand the substance of Sabbath rest to 
which the shadows of the Old Testament point, I 
recommend the book Sabbath that can be found 
here: 

 

http://www.heart4god.ws/id214.htm 

 

The Scriptures testify that God is at work in the 
saints to conform them to the image of Christ. We 
are to live as He lived. Yahshua’s testimony is to 
become our testimony. The apostle Paul compre-
hended this, and stated it plainly. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me... 

 

Yahshua testified that the Law did not bring men to 
perfection. He stated that men must go beyond the 
Law to attain to the righteousness of His Father. 
We have observed this already in the tithe and in 
regard to Sabbath rest. Let us look now at some 
other Laws. 

 

 

 

Matthew 5:21-22 

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
'You shall not murder, and whoever murders will 
be in danger of the judgment.' But I say to you that 
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever 
says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the 
council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in 
danger of hell fire.” 

 

The command to not commit murder is found in 
the ten commandments. Has a man attained to the 
righteousness of God if he refrains from murdering 
another? Absolutely not. Yahweh judges the heart. 
Do you harbor unforgiveness, or secret hatred, or 
envy, or jealousy, toward a brother? If so, you have 
violated the righteousness of God. 

 

Psalms 51:6, 10 

Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in 
the hidden part You will make me to know wis-
dom... Create in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
new a steadfast spirit within me. 

 

Christ demonstrated a harmony between the out-
ward action and the in-
ner heart condition. He 
was truly the Lamb 
without spot or blem-
ish. He was and is alto-
gether beautiful and 
without defect. His 
heart is pure. He desires that our inner life be per-
fect and that it accord with our outward actions. 
After revealing that the righteousness of God goes 
beyond the letter of the Law in its prohibition 
against murder, Christ passes on to other Laws. 

 

Matthew 5:27-28 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
'You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you 
that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

Page 13 

Parables Bookshelf 

Yahshua testified that 

the Law did not bring 

men to perfection. 



Matthew 5:31-32 

“Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces 
his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 
But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for 
any reason except sexual immorality causes her to 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman 
who is divorced commits adultery.” 

 

Matthew 5:38-42 

“You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.' But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants 
to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have 
your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go 
one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks 
you, and from him who wants to borrow from you 
do not turn away.” 

 

Matthew 5:43-45 

“You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, 
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven... THERE-
FORE YOU SHALL BE PERFECT, JUST AS 
YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT.” 

 

Observe how Christ goes beyond the shadow of the 
Law in every instance. He reveals that the right-
eousness of God is much fuller, richer, and sub-
stantial. What is extremely revelatory is how 
Yahshua closes this subject. He declares that we 
are to be PERFECT as our heavenly Father is PER-
FECT. 

 

In these words Yahshua reveals that keeping the 
letter of the Law will not make any man perfect. 
Man must go beyond the shadow of God’s right-
eousness contained in the Law, and enter into the 
fulness to be realized as we become partakers of 
the divine nature. 

 

You who want to be under the Law, do you not per-
ceive that the Law is an imperfect revelation of 
our heavenly Father? If it is the Law which guides 
you, you will fall short of attaining to the perfection 
found only in Christ. 

 

Not only is the Law weak and deficient in revealing 
the righteousness of God, it is also inadequate to 
reveal the WILL of God for His people. The Law 
speaks in generalities, but the Spirit guides men 
with great specificity. The Law could not reveal to 
Christ that the Father 
would have Him begin 
His ministry by fasting 
for forty days in the wil-
derness, but the Spirit 
was quite adequate to do 
so. The Law could not 
disclose to Yahshua the twelve men who were to be 
His closest disciples, yet the Father had in mind 
specific individuals. 

 

John 17:6-7 

 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom 
You have given Me out of the world. They were 
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word.” 

 

Christ did not choose men of His own initiative to 
be His disciples. He looked to the Father to know 
who were the ones the Father had selected. Yahweh 
is the source and originator of all things. Christ’s 
head is God (I Corinthians 11). Yahshua was always 
careful to do that which He saw His Father doing. 

 

The Law is inadequate as a guide to reveal to the 
saints the will of Yahweh. The Law was given as an 
imperfect, yet necessary, guide to men until the 
Spirit of God should be given to indwell them. 
Since that time all those who are “in Christ” have 
been called to be led of the Spirit to discover the 
will of the Father for them. 
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Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God. 

 

Galatians 5:18 

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the law. 

 

Galatians 5:25 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

Those Christians who have adopted the Law, or 
some moral code specific to their church or de-
nomination, as their guide for living will fail to look 
to the Spirit to guide their steps. The reality of life 
among the majority of Christians today is that they 
are guided by the moral code they have adopted. It 
is an exceptional event for them to be guided by the 
Spirit. Consequently, the body of Christ remains 
immature, fleshly, and nothing is brought to per-
fection. 

 

Surrendering to be led of the Spirit is a frightening 
prospect to the soul of man. The Law permits men 
to maintain a degree of control over their lives. 
They may give to God a tithe of their time and 
money, but the rest is at their own disposal. Not so 
for those who walk after the pattern of Christ. They 
must go wherever the Spirit leads and do whatever 
the Spirit commands. Their lives are not their own. 
There will certainly be many experiences the Spirit 
leads them to that their soul would not have cho-
sen. 

 

In Gethsemane Christ stated, “My soul is crushed 
as unto death.” It was the Spirit, not the Law, that 
directed Yahshua to Gethsemane and the cross of 
Calvary. All who surrender to be led of the Spirit 
will be led to a cross. It is the ONLY pathway to the 
perfection Yahweh desires for His sons. Christ was 
perfected through suffering, and so too must we be 
perfected. This is why Christ told the rich young 
ruler, “If you would be perfect, take up your cross 

and follow Me.” 

 

As Christ was led of the Spirit, so too must be His 
disciples. As He took up His cross at the direction 
of the Spirit of God, so too must we. Clinging to the 
Law, men are able to make a good showing in the 
flesh while avoiding the suffering of the cross. This 
may seem like a good bargain in this age, but in the 
age to come there will be weeping, wailing and 
gnashing of teeth among all who have fallen short 
of the perfect will of the Father. 

 

From Children of Israel to Sons of God 

 

The dealings of God with mankind are progressive. 
Even as the divine day begins in darkness and pro-
gresses to light, so too do 
we find that Yahweh’s 
revelation of Himself to 
man is with an ever in-
creasing brightness. Yah-
weh has given us many 
things in the natural 
creation to provide in-
sight into His dealings with mankind. One pattern 
we see is found in the progression of a human be-
ing from a baby, to a child, unto sonship, culminat-
ing eventually in the maturity of fatherhood. 

 

I want to explore with you at this time the evidence 
given in Scripture that the Law of Moses entrusted 
to the Levitical Priesthood was for men and women 
who were in their spiritual childhood. When Christ 
sent forth the Spirit to indwell mankind, the desire 
of God to bring a people past childhood into son-
ship was realized. Let us begin by examining the 
following Scriptures. 

 

Galatians 4:3-5 

Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements of the world. But 
when the fulness of the time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the Law, 
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that we might receive the adoption as sons. 

 

These words of the apostle Paul reveal that there 
was a time appointed by God described as “the ful-

ness of time.” This date 
set by the Father’s own 
counsel marked a pro-
found change in Yah-
weh’s dealings with man-
kind. Those who were 
formerly “children” were 

“under the Law.” At the appointed time these chil-
dren under the Law were “redeemed.” 

 

The Greek word translated as “redeem” in the pas-
sage above is exagorazo. 

 

Strong’s Concordance defines it in the following 
manner: 

 

exagorazo; to buy up, i.e. ransom; figuratively, to 
rescue from loss... 

 

The root of this word is the Greek exago. It is de-
fined as, “to lead forth.” The people of God, in their 
spiritual childhood, were kept under the Law until 
a time when Christ should lead them forth into the 
maturity of sons. 

 

Galatians 4:1-3, 3:23-25 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, 
does not differ at all from a slave, though he is 
master of all, but is under guardians and stewards 
until the time appointed by the father... Before 
faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, 
kept for the faith which would afterward be re-
vealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us 
to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 
after faith has come, we are no longer under a tu-
tor. 

 

The message of the apostle is made plain in these 
words. The Law acted as a guardian and tutor for 

spiritual children. The children of God were under 
the guard and stewardship of the Law “until the 
time appointed by the Father.” This steward 
brought us to Christ, “but after faith has come, we 
are no longer under a tutor.” Christ came to 
exagorazo (redeem us, lead us out) from the Law 
that we might go on to maturity and receive the 
adoption as sons. 

 

In the previous chapters we looked at numerous 
declarations in the Scriptures stating that the Law 
made nothing perfect. 

 

Hebrews 7:18-19 

For on the one hand there is an annulling of the 
former commandment because of its weakness and 
unprofitableness, for the law made nothing per-
fect... 

 

The word “perfect” is a translation of the Greek 
word teleios. One understanding of this word is 
“mature.” The Law made nothing mature. The Law 
could not bring men and women past spiritual 
childhood. The Levitical Priesthood was focused 
upon the Law of Moses. As such, the Levitical 
Priesthood was one of imperfection dealing with 
those who were spiritually immature. 

 

Hebrews 7:11-12 

Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical 
priesthood (for under it the people received the 
Law), what further need was there that another 
priest should rise according to the order of Mel-
chizedek, and not be called according to the order 
of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of ne-
cessity there is also a change of the law. 

 

What is revealed in the words “if perfection were 
through the Levitical priesthood”? Paul is declaring 
that perfection (maturity) was not to be found in 
the Levitical priesthood “for under it the people 
received the Law. The Law made nothing perfect 
(mature). 
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There is a very consistent testimony in all of these 
Scriptures we have been looking at. The Law ful-
filled a very important part of Yahweh’s plan for 
mankind. It had a narrowly defined purpose, and 
was limited in scope, both in its capabilities and 
duration. Over and over we read that it was given 
UNTIL some specific time appointed by the Father; 
until the time of reformation; until faith should 
come; until the seed should be born, etc.. 

 

In Christ the people of God are led out from the 
Law to enter into life in the Spirit. They are led out 
of childhood into a time of formation as sons that 
they might receive the adoption. The Law, and the 
Levitical Priesthood, had taken mankind as far as 
possible. It had guarded them while they were chil-
dren. A new covenant and a new priesthood was 
required to take them on to spiritual maturity. The 
Levitical Priesthood was replaced with a new 
priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. Yahshua 
is the High Priest of this new order. He is the initia-
tor of a new covenant of the Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 7:14-19 

For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of 
which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning 
priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the 
likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest 
who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly 
commandment, but according to the power of an 
endless life. For He testifies: "You are a priest for-
ever according to the order of Melchizedek." For on 
the one hand there is an annulling of the former 
commandment because of its weakness and un-
profitableness, for the law made nothing perfect; 
on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a bet-
ter hope, through which we draw near to God. 

 

People of God, can you understand that the pride 
of man, and the carnal nature, respond negatively 
to a change of priesthood? The natural descendants 
of Abraham were the sole stewards of the Old 
Covenant. Consider the passions and desires resi-
dent in the soul of man that would resist ever hav-
ing this order changed. The Levites did not want to 
lose their unique role and call. Neither did the Jew-

ish people, for they all considered themselves to be 
a holy people. A change of priesthood would alter 
their PLACE in this world. 

 

John 11:47-48 

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a 
council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man 
works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, 
everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will 
come and take away both our PLACE and nation." 

 

It is a great failing of man that he is more con-
cerned with his place in this world than he is intent 
upon seeing the will of Yahweh accomplished. Al-
though the Levitical Priesthood could not take men 
beyond spiritual childhood, they did not want to 
relinquish their role when God determined to raise 
up a new priesthood to take men on to maturity. 

 

Many Christians are committing the same error 
today. They refuse to let go of the Old Covenant, 
even when they are shown clearly that it can make 
no man perfect. Why is this occurring? 

 

Many men are able to make a good showing in the 
flesh by proclaiming a continuance of the Law, but 
they fall short of the standard of those who would 
be priests according to a 
Melchizedek priesthood. 
They are not walking as 
Christ walked. They have 
not counted the cost of 
being Yahshua’s disciples 
and accepted it. They are 
willing to give God a tithe of their time and time, 
but not their entire lives. Wanting to be esteemed 
as spiritually mature, they are unwilling to enter 
the kingdom of God as children. 

 

The result is that the church continues to walk after 
the pattern of a Levitical Priesthood. Priests and 
parishioners, ministers and members, are all spiri-
tual children. The body of Christ is composed of the 
immature and ruled over by spiritual children. 
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Isaiah 3:12 

Childish leaders oppress my people, and women 
rule over them. O my people, your leaders mislead 
you; they send you down the wrong road. 

[New Living Translation] 

 

Is it not revealing that the Law of Moses was deliv-
ered to “the CHILDREN of Israel”? The phrase 
“children of Israel” occurs more than 630 times in 
Scripture. Only in Christ are we able to move past 
spiritual childhood and on toward maturity as 
sons. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-15 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as proph-
ets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a ma-
ture man, to the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a 
result, we are no longer to be children..., we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 
head, even Christ. 

 

Consider what is expressed in the following words 
of the apostle Paul: 

 

Galatians 4:1-7 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, 
does not differ at all from a slave, though he is 
master of all, but is under guardians and stewards 
until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, 
when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world. But when the fullness of the 
time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" Therefore you 
are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ. 

When we were spiritual children the Law was our 
guardian and tutor. We were heirs at that time, but 
treated no different than a slave. Not having the 
spirit and character of our Father formed in us, we 
were under an external master that told us what to 
do, and what not to do. 

 

When the time arrived, Yahweh sent forth His Son 
that He might become the firstborn among many 
brethren. Christ has sent forth His Spirit into our 
hearts that we might walk with God as sons. We 
have been redeemed from under the Law that we 
might walk in newness of the Spirit. 

 

Romans 7:4-6 

Therefore, my brethren, you also have become 
dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you 
may be married to another - to Him who was raised 
from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God... 
Now we have been delivered from the law, having 
died to what we were held by, so that we should 
serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the 
oldness of the letter. 

 

We were delivered (redeemed, led out) from the 
Law. We have been joined to Christ by His Spirit 
which was sent to indwell us. We are now to serve 
in newness of the Spirit, for it alone can lead us to 
maturity in Christ. 

 

It offends the religious mind to suggest that those 
who are in Christ are no longer under the Law. 
Why is this so? Partly because many who were 
making a good showing under the Law must admit 
that under the Law they 
are no more than spiri-
tual children. A focus on 
the Law cannot bring any 
to perfection (maturity). 
Even the best who are 
under the guardianship 
of the Law have not pro-
gressed past childhood. It is galling to the natural 
man to admit that we are yet babes when those 
around us have considered us mature spiritual 
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men. 

 

To lay aside the Law as the measure of their spiri-
tuality, many men and women will lose their 
PLACE in the same way that the Jewish religious 
leaders feared. Service as Levitical Priests focused 
upon the Law does not qualify men for service as 
priests of a new order. 

 

What a very difficult task it is to lead people out of 
the old order and into the new. Only the humble 
will be able to make the transition. Those who are 
unwilling to release the honor they have attained as 
“law-keepers” and “Torah Observers” will not be 
able to enter the new order. 

 

Consider the experience encountered by those who 
pass from one level of school to another in the pub-
lic school systems of America. One might attain a 
place of respect, popularity and honor in elemen-
tary school, but passing on to Middle School they 
have to begin all over. Similarly those passing from 
Middle School to High School fall from the top of 
the ranks to the entry levels. One can be a BMOC 
(Big Man on Campus) in their senior year of High 
School, but passing on to the university level they 
find that they are once more considered an 
“underclassman,” a “pleb.” 

 

How hard it is for those who have embraced the 
Law to depart from it to begin anew. Having mas-
tered the roles of childhood, they are reluctant to 
pass on to higher things where they must begin at 
the lowest levels once more. The way to advance-
ment with Christ is always the path of humility. 
The more humble a man or woman is, the further 
they will advance in the kingdom of God. 

 

Oh the depths of the wisdom of God. He has so de-
signed things that a man must manifest His char-
acter to make any advancement. Knowledge alone 
will not suffice. A good showing in the flesh is not 
enough. We must ever sink lower to be exalted. We 
must admit we are children in order to pass on to 
maturity. 
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There are two possible ways to un-
derstand this verse. The first is to 
interpret it as Noah having taken 
fourteen of every clean animal 
(seven males with their females), 
and that he took four of every un-
clean animal (two males with their 
females.) A point in favor of this 
view is that seven is an odd number, 
indicating that it referred only to 
the males and that females had to 
be taken with them. 

 

The second way to understand this 
passage is that Noah took a total of 
seven of every clean animal, and a 
total of two of every animal that is 
unclean. In this case, the two un-
clean would have to be a male and a 
female. The seven clean animals 
would be three mated pairs and one 
additional male. 

 

How many of each type of animal 
did Noah take on the ark? If you 
have been taught that the answer is 
two, you may be surprised to learn 
that the Bible reveals something 
different. 

 

Genesis 7:2 

You shall take with you seven each 
of every clean animal, a male and 
his female; two each of animals that 
are unclean, a male and his female. 

Why is this latter explanation plau-
sible? It is due to what Noah did 
after the flood was over. 

 

Genesis 8:20 

Then Noah built an altar to the 
Lord, and took of every clean ani-
mal and of every clean bird, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 

Noah sacrificed one of every clean 
animal after the flood.  Males were 
the most common offering. This 
would leave three mated pairs of 
every clean animal to repopulate 
the  earth. 

 

Since God anticipated this sacrifice, 
He could have instructed Noah to 
take an extra male of every clean 
animal for an offering. 
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