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A sister in Christ wrote to me today and spoke of how the life the Spirit of
Christ has directed me to live can be viewed as a positive thing according to
the popular culture. Having no home, and few possessions, living quite often
out of a small camper van as I travel, certainly consumes less of the earth's
resources. I had never looked at things in quite this way before. I just
understood that it was the way the Father had directed me to live.

My lifestyle in recent years has been much more environmentally friendly
than earlier days. When you have less money to spend you certainly tend to be
less wasteful. I know that there are lean days coming for multitudes of people
who have been accustomed to fat times.

As I considered what this sister shared, I was reminded of some Scriptures,
including the following:

I Corinthians 7:29-31
But this I say, brethren, the time has been shortened, so that from now on
those who have wives should be as though they had none... and those who buy,
as though they did not possess; and those who use the world, as though they
did not make full use of it; for the form of this world is passing away.



I believe that if all of God's people were surrendered to the leading of the
Spirit in how they conducted their lives, that the lives of Christians would
stand out from the rest of society. When the nation was trending toward ever
larger houses, and bigger SUV's, the vast majority in the church would have
found themselves being content with far less.

I Timothy 6:6-8
Godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by
contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take
anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be
content.

The Bible is actually a very green book. Certainly there are those who have
gone to extremes in their worship of nature and hatred of mankind, and much
of the environmental movement is based upon philosophies and pseudo
science that are objectionable. A Christian would be wrong to conclude,
however, that God is not concerned with man's attitude toward the earth in
which he resides.

Sin is manifested in a spirit of rabid consumerism. The sinful nature is selfish,
and seeks to gather matter to itself. In contrast, the Spirit of Christ is that of
love, and it is giving. When the Spirit of Christ was manifested in power in the
lives of the disciples in Jerusalem, the result of the influence of the Spirit was
observed in a profound way.

Acts 4:32-35
And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all
things were common property to them... For there was not a needy person
among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and
bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they
would be distributed to each as any had need.

When the Spirit of Christ was manifested in power in the very early church,
men and women who had formerly been marked by a spirit of consumerism
were transformed. They relinquished ownership of their amassed goods and
sold much of what they had to provide for the needs of others. Downsizing was
the order of the day.

What does it say about the spiritual state of the church today when it has



followed the trend of the world towards greater accumulations of all things
material? Some time back I was struck by a story of some who were
downsizing. I found what they were doing very appealing. It had a sense of
"rightness" about it.

The story spoke of a woman who had moved into a very small home which was
built to be portable. She was parking her "home" at the house of some friends,
and her costs were in every way greatly reduced. It was her answer to a
struggling economy. Another story was of a group of college students who
traveled to a city in Mexico and were shocked at some of the sub-standard
housing, and they wanted to design something safe and clean and livable for
people who did not have much money. What they came up with was a home
built out of a recycled shipping container.

[Source: http://www.pfnc.net/]

Mankind can be content with much less than many would consider desirable
in America. As Christians, we should stand out from the society in which we

http://www.pfnc.net/


live. When others are upsizing, the Christian would certainly be manifesting a
different spirit were they to pursue downsizing. How greatly different would
the situation of the majority of Christians be at this hour had they sought the
mind of the Father in all that they do. There would be far less distress from
people who are now struggling with a collapsing economy. Debt would not be
the problem it is today, and a people who had learned the joy of giving would
find themselves well prepared spiritually for the coming days.

I recommend to you the audio message Compassion's Silver Lining, to see how
giving to the poor and needy prepares one spiritually for a day of distress.

Reducing one's carbon footprint actually contains within it a spiritual parable.
In the book The Mark of the Beast I wrote about the element Carbon. It is the
only element that has 6 electrons, 6 protons, and 6 neutrons. All living matter
is Carbon based, therefore at the lowest level God has stamped all living things
which are under the curse of sin with the number 666.

I want to share an excerpt from this book with you.

The Beast Nature

What is the beast nature that Adam and Eve submitted unto? What is it that
Adam and Eve were commanded to subdue and rule over, but which they
became slaves unto? A good place to begin studying this matter is to look at the
creature that was the instrument of Eve’s fall.

Genesis 3:1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which Yahweh
God had made.

Genesis 3:14
Yahweh God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you
more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; On your belly you
will go, and dust you will eat all the days of your life...”

The serpent is identified as a beast, and he excels all other beasts in two
distinct ways which are mentioned in these verses. The serpent was more crafty
than any other beast, and the serpent was cursed more than any other beast.
We should note that in this account we have the very first appearance of Satan,
and he appears as a serpent. That the serpent and Satan are one is revealed in



other passages.

Revelation 12:9
And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the
devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world...

Satan’s first appearance in the form of a beast reveals much about his
character. Satan is wholly given over to the beast nature. He was created as a
covering cherub, perfect in beauty and the sum of wisdom (Ezekiel 28, Isaiah
14). He was flawless in his creation until the day that iniquity was found in him.
He became corrupted due to his great beauty, and he began to worship the
creature rather than the Creator. When Satan began to worship the creature he
was given over to a beast nature. His wisdom, which was declared to be
“perfect” before his transgression, became distorted, and thus we see the
serpent described as “cunning.” The word cunning speaks of a fallen wisdom
that has been given over to the pursuit of selfish desire, no longer seeking the
will of God.

There is no greater characteristic of the beast nature than its selfishness. It
lives for self. It exists to satisfy the natural appetites that are found within its
own being. It lusts and covets and is jealous and knows nothing of dying to self
in order to live for the will and pleasure of another. While Satan was yet in
heaven he determined that he would no longer live for the will and pleasure of
God, but he thought it right that he should be equal with God and be able to
determine his own way, being self-directed and seeking self-fulfillment. An
attitude of selfishness always leads to a host of other sins such as covetousness,
jealousy, selfish ambition, pride, strife, and violence.

Much is revealed about the beast nature in the curse which God spoke to the
serpent.

Genesis 3:14
“On your belly you will go, and dust you will eat all the days of your life...”

There is great symbolism here. The words, “On your belly you shall go”
signifies that the beast nature will live for the fulfillment of the natural
appetites. What is it that the beast nature desires, and what are its appetites?
Food, sex, fame, riches, ease, pleasure, worldly goods, power and a host of
other such things. None of these things are inherently evil, but they become
evil when they are that which the creation pursues, hungers and thirsts for.



God’s will is that mankind would seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness while allowing God to choose how and when to supply
mankind’s needs. Yahshua spoke in this way:

Matthew 6:31-33
“Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or
‘What will we wear for clothing?’ For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things;
for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

What is expressed in these words is the contentedness of those who live to do
the will of the Father. Doing God’s will is the foremost priority of their lives,
and they care not for the things of this world. They do not need houses and
lands and cars and many material goods. They are not worried about the care
of their physical body, for they understand that the One who fashioned man’s
body already knows their needs and He will certainly provide according to His
great wisdom, love and power. They understand that if they give themselves to
the pursuit of the Kingdom of God that Yahweh will take care of their needs.

Those who are subject to the serpent do not know the contentedness of doing
the Father’s will. Of the serpent we read that he was cursed to eat dust all the
days of his life. The flesh of man was formed from the dust of the earth. These
words of judgment upon the serpent symbolically speak of an appetite for that
from which the flesh was formed, and for all of the sins of the flesh.

Galatians 5:19-21
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these...

The serpent was cursed to be ruled by its belly and to eat of the things of the
flesh. When a Christian gives himself to the things mentioned in the list above,
it is certain that they are allowing the beast nature to be manifested in them.
Many men, even those who name the name of Christ, are ruled by this nature.

Philippians 3:18-19
For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction,
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly



things.

Paul most likely had the serpent in mind when he penned these words, for he
speaks of the belly and a mind set on earthly things. The belly is a prominent
feature of the beast nature, and it was singularly marked out when God cursed
the serpent. The emphasis on the belly of this beast reveals that its entire life
rests upon the satisfying of its earthly appetites. The belly is also emphasized
when speaking of men who have given themselves over to be ruled by the beast
nature.

The beast nature can be summed up in one word, “selfish.” The divine nature,
in stark contrast, can be summed up in the word “selfless,” or with the word
“love,” for we are told that love “does not seek its own” (I Corinthians 13:5).

The perfect wisdom of God is unselfish and seeks the welfare of another. Thus
we see in Scripture that among the godhead there is a great selflessness. The
Father glorifies the Son, the Son lives to do the will of the Father, and the Spirit
takes the things of the Father and with them glorifies the Son (John 16). The
perfect wisdom of God is such that Yahweh would send His beloved Son to die
for mankind, and Yahshua would freely lay down His life for His friends. This
wisdom is utterly unselfish. This wisdom is meek and gentle and humble.

James 3:17
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable,
full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

The corrupted wisdom of the beast nature is not so. It is born in selfishness and
cares not about the welfare of others.

James 3:15-16
This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural,
demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and
every evil thing.

I want to share something here that is difficult to convey. The reason it is
difficult is that the saints have been so carnal for so long that they can only with
great difficulty begin to perceive the tremendous depths to which the church
has sunk. I know the majority of those reading this book will think that they are
not manifesting the beast nature in any way, that they are truly selfless and to
a great degree they are manifesting the Spirit of Christ, but we must remember



that the serpent is cunning above all beasts and that Satan’s chief weapon is
deception. Satan can convince you that you are the image of godliness when in
fact you are far from it.

I ask you to really allow the Spirit to search the depths of your being as you
read what follows. It will certainly sound radical and appear out of place in a
world ruled by the evil one. It will appear as heretical to a harlot who wants to
remain firmly seated upon the beast. It may even cause some fear to arise
within your being as you “count the cost” and consider the consequences of
what is being shared, but if you will not shrink back, and if you will allow the
Spirit to transform you so that you are no longer conformed to a fallen,
materially obsessed world, you will find the image of the divine expressed in
and through your being. You will begin to manifest that for which God created
man. You will appear as the very image and likeness of God.

Are you ready?

We read above where jealousy, and selfish ambition, and a slavery to the belly,
or the appetites of the flesh, are all characteristics of the beast nature. The
beast nature is marked by its consumption and it is never satisfied. This
consumption is evident everywhere in our society, but we really do not see it.
We have become so lost in this conspicuous consumption that it is no longer
conspicuous to us.

Saints are called to be conformed to the image of Christ, and Christ is called
“the Light of the world.” He is totally selfless and giving. He laid down His life
for the very ones who hated Him. We are told that “while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us,” and even when we were His enemies. We read in the first
chapter of Genesis that on the fourth day that lights were created in the
firmament of the heavens, and we saw how the saints correspond to these
lights. Light is selfless. Light does not consume, rather it radiates outward. It
goes forth and brings warmth and life and energy to all that it shines upon. All
saints are called to be such selfless, giving lights, radiating the life and love of
Christ in a darkened world.

It has occurred to me that even as God has given us a representation of the
saints in the heavens, so too has He given us a representation of those who are
marked by the beast nature. Much has been spoken in recent years about black
holes. Black holes are said to be areas of super dense matter that are caused by
a star collapsing in upon itself. These areas of super dense matter begin to pull



all things into themselves. They are such powerful attractors that they will not
even allow light to escape from them. They just suck in more and more matter.

Scientists cannot actually see black holes, for they give off no light. Rather they
have determined that they exist by observing the effect that occurs on matter
around them. They can observe matter being pulled powerfully to a certain
location, and light being extinguished, and by observing this activity they are
made aware of the existence and presence of black holes.

See now how perfectly these black holes typify those men and women who have
given themselves over to the beast nature. Mankind was created like the stars
to show forth the light and life of the Creator, but many have collapsed back in
upon themselves, having turned inward and begun to seek things for self.
Many, even among the saints, have failed to be content to express the light of
Christ and to live to do the will of the Father. Rather, they want things for self.
They are attracted to the matter of this world, and they crave it, being filled
with covetousness and lust and selfish ambition.

As these ones begin to work to gain the things their souls desire they cease
radiating the light of God and they become as big vacuums attracting material
things to themselves. They reason that it is only right and proper that they
should have a fair portion of the world’s goods and they begin exerting
tremendous energy to gain those things around them. They begin attracting
matter to themselves. The Bible calls this activity “serving mammon” and the
saints are warned that no man can serve both God and mammon.

Now here is the difficult part of what I desire to convey. Almost all saints are
attempting to serve both God and mammon, though they do not recognize it.
Most saints are marked by the influence of the beast nature on their lives, and
a great number are even riding upon the beast with no admission of what it is
they are doing. Though all saints have been called to give forth the light of
Christ, an alarming number of them have turned inward and have become
voracious consumers of matter. They are in peril of being cast back down to the
earth as unripe figs, of being given over wholly to the pursuit of their selfish
appetites.

One reason that the saints fail to recognize the influence of the beast nature
upon their lives, the great selfishness and covetousness that is present within
them, is that they compare themselves with one another rather than with God
Who is the true measure of what man was created to be. I would therefore like



to set Christ as the standard and reveal what His attitude was regarding
consumption and the fulfillment of natural appetites. In looking at Christ we
will see clearly what is of the beast nature and what is divine.

Immediately after Christ was baptized by John in the Jordan River, the Spirit
led Him out to the wilderness where He fasted for forty days. Another way to
say this is that Christ consumed nothing for forty days. After these forty days
we are told that Christ was hungry, but He did not yet eat. Satan then came to
tempt Yahshua and the very first temptation was related to consumption. Satan
said to Christ, “If you are hungry, turn these stones to bread.”

What Satan suggested seems very reasonable to the creature part of man. If
you have an appetite that is clamoring to be satisfied, then it seems normal to
satisfy it. After all, God created man’s body to be nourished by food, and even
Christ said “food is for the body,” but see here a remarkable manifestation of
the divine nature. Christ responded to Satan by saying, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth
of God.’”

What Christ declared was that doing the will of the Father is more important
than satisfying the natural desires of the body. The Spirit had not yet released
Christ from His fast, and God had not yet manifested how He would meet His
Son’s need for food. Yahshua was so submitted to the Father that He would not
consider doing anything of His own initiative to satisfy His need for food. He
was not worried that His Father would let Him starve to death. He knew that
if He sought the Father’s will above all else, that the Father would take care of
the necessities of life.

Christ refused to be driven by His appetites. He refused to give Himself over
to the beast’s urging to consume, even when He was hungry. He subdued and
ruled over the beast. He buffeted His body and kept it under subjection. We are
told that after Satan left Yahshua that the angels of God came and ministered
to Christ’s needs. God already knew how and when He would provide
sustenance for His Son, and the Son had such peace and confidence in the
Father’s love for Him that He was willing to wait, knowing that the Father’s will
is always the best and highest good for us.

Let us now look at another event in the life of Yahshua. During the entire span
of His ministry Yahshua never owned a house. He never had a ministry center,
and He was content to sleep wherever the Spirit led Him to sleep. Sometimes



He slept in the open fields. Sometimes He slept in the stern of a boat on a
pillow. At times He slept in a bed in someone’s house such as in the home of
Lazarus and Martha and Mary. When a man approached Yahshua and said that
he desired to be His disciple, Yahshua responded in this way:

Matthew 8:20
Yahshua said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."

I think it is significant that Yahshua contrasted His divine way of life to that of
two beasts, the foxes and the birds. Beasts demand some type of home. They
want a nest to live in, or a nice den in the earth. So too do many men and
women demand such things. They may say to God, “I will be your disciple as
long as I can have my nice home and furnishings. As long as I can have my nice
bed to sleep in at night I will follow you.” But look at the words of Christ to one
who would be His disciple. He said that He could promise no such thing, for
one who lives to do the will of God is content with whatever God decides to
provide for them. In effect Yahshua was telling this man to count the cost. If
this man had to have a home, like the beasts demand a home, then he could not
truly be Christ’s disciple, for Christ revealed that His life was focused upon
pleasing the Father, not upon pleasing self.

Am I beginning to sound heretical yet? Are you beginning to feel fear rise up
within you at what God might truly require of you if you were to surrender all
to Him? You may think, “God does not really require that I be willing to give
up all, and I see no one around me doing so,” but again let us allow Christ to be
the measure of all things. Listen to His words:

Luke 14:33
“So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own
possessions.”

These words of Christ come immediately after He spoke of counting the cost
of discipleship. Bearing the image of the divine nature comes at a great cost to
the flesh and the natural man. This is why Christ said that all who would follow
Him must take up their cross. The cross is an instrument of death, and the
beast must be slain, even the beast that thinks it only normal and necessary to
have its own private nest, or den.

We may ask, “How did the apostles and the early church understand this



matter? Did they too give up all they possessed?” I am glad you asked. Let us
look to the Scriptures to see.

Acts 4:32-35
And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all
things were common property to them... For there was not a needy person
among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and
bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they
would be distributed to each as any had need.

During the first few years after Christ’s ascension, and following Pentecost, a
remarkable work of grace was seen among the saints. They were
extraordinarily delivered from the beast nature. They manifested the divine life
to an amazing degree, and because of this they appeared as great lights in their
world. Of their reputation we read, “The people held them in high esteem”
(Acts 5:13).

I want to urge you to consider at length the Scripture above for it reveals
perhaps the most profound evidence of God’s ability to transform the lives of
men than any other testimony or miracle of the New Testament. A large
number of men and women who had formerly been enslaved to the beast
nature, and who had lived as consumers, were transformed into givers. Before
salvation it was their nature to gather material goods to themselves, and after
salvation it was their nature to be free of all ownership and all claim that
anything was their own.

Notice the scope of the words used “NOT ONE OF THEM claimed that
ANYTHING belonging to him was his own.” Hallelujah, the beast nature that
crawls on its belly and eats the dust of the earth was slain! I know of no greater
evidence of the complete transformation of the saints by the power of the Spirit
than these words. They were gloriously set free from self! No one claimed that
anything they possessed was their own. They truly began to esteem the needs
of others more highly than their own needs. They began to manifest love of the
brethren, and because of it all men recognized that they were Christ’s disciples.
They loved God and the children of God rather than material possessions.

It can be said that these early saints were so captivated with a love of Christ
and a desire to do the will of the Father that material things simply became
unimportant to them. What they had formerly held onto with great tenacity,



and guarded with great jealousy, was no longer precious to them. When the
love of Christ and the brethren came in with such power, the love of other
things died. When an immense yearning to do the will of the Father gripped
them, a desire to do the will of self was put away.

The church today does not manifest this same selfless attitude, this
contentment with whatever the Father would give them, at the time and in the
way that He chooses. Instead the church rides upon the beast as a great harlot
who has many cravings for the things of this world. She longs to be clothed in
fine garments and to be adorned with many jewels. The saints are given to a
pursuit of houses and lands and cars and furnishings and clothes and rich
foods and pleasure and entertainment, and they say “God wants me to have
these things and to spend my days collecting whatever my heart desires,
laboring for things that will perish,” for the cunning of the beast has deceived
them.

Consider the words of the apostle Paul:

Philippians 4:11-13
Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever
circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also
know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned
the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and
suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

I Timothy 6:8
If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.

Hebrews 13:5
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content
with what you have...

The mark of the divine nature is contentment, not coveting. Paul said, “Having
food and covering, with these we shall be content.” He said he was content in
whatever circumstances he was in. The bottom line is that those who bear the
divine nature are satisfied with whatever provision the Father chooses to give
them. They are not living to satisfy self. They are living to do the will of the
Father. They are not given over to the pursuit of worldly things. They are not
in debt that they might own today what they crave, but do not have the money
for. They are marked by their generosity and their selfless giving. They do not



claim that anything they possess is their own, for they have surrendered all
their possessions to God.

I must add a few remarks here for the sake of clarity, for I know that some
might misunderstand my words. I am NOT saying that in order to bear the
divine nature that all saints must embrace poverty and get rid of their houses
and lands. What I AM saying is that they must be willing to do so if it is God’s
will for them. Paul said that he knew how to be content with poverty (humble
means), but he also knew how to be content with prosperity. The heart of the
matter is just what has been stated repeatedly, the saints must be content with
allowing God the Father to choose what HIS provision is for them, and to be
at rest with HIS timing and HIS provision. They cannot demand their own way.

In this chapter I am focusing mostly upon the beast nature’s demands to have
homes and lands, etc., for this is what the majority of saints have given
themselves to pursue. There are not many who go to excess in the opposite
direction, demanding that they live in an impoverished way, treating their
bodies very strictly and denying themselves all pleasure, but this too is error.

Colossians 2:20-23
If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as
if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, "Do
not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" (which all refer to things destined to
perish with use) -- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of
men? These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in
self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but
are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

There are a small minority of saints who have erred in the opposite direction
of the majority. This minority glory in their self-abasement and severe
treatment of the body. Paul says that such things have an “appearance of
wisdom,” for it appears that they are not serving self, but God. Yet Paul reveals
where the error lies in these saints as well. He states that these are not truly
wise for their appearance of wisdom is based in “self-made religion and
self-abasement”.

These ones, whom Paul equally condemns with those who give themselves over
to the pursuit of pleasure, are missing the mark for they are still SELF directed.
They are not content to wait upon God and to receive WHATEVER He has for
them, but they will only receive poverty and self-abasement. Paul said he was



content with poverty, but also with prosperity, with hunger and with being
filled, with suffering need and with having an abundance. Those who are
conformed to the image of the divine are content with what God chooses for
them.

To be sure, most saints are erring on the side of covetousness, not
self-abasement, but both are equally sinful for both originate in self. Those who
are mature reflections of Christ have crucified the flesh and self and they live
to do the will of God. They are content with whatever He provides and they will
not stretch out their hand to satisfy their natural appetites apart from the will
of God. Neither will they refuse to receive what God would provide for them in
order to glory in their self-abasement.

Discipleship is surrender to the will of another, and this surrender of the will
is where the cost of discipleship lies. There is a high cost to discipleship, and
for this reason Yahshua urges all who would follow Him to count the cost. He
promises no man or woman houses and lands, but He would urge all to be
content with whatever the Father chooses for them. This then is a real sticking
point. Can you be content with whatever the Father chooses for you, or do you
have certain requirements, desires, wants, or demands that are
non-negotiable? Will you say to God, “I will give you a part of my life, but I
reserve a portion of it?” Remember, Christ said that no man can serve both
God and mammon.

Yes, these things are radical, and the early church was very radical, and they
shone forth as a brilliant light for a season. The beast suffered a mortal wound,
but the wound has healed and the beast has returned and has offered the
church a ride on its back.

Revelation 13:3-4
I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed.
And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped
the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the
beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?"

When Christ was crucified and rose again Satan received a mortal blow. The
early church subdued and ruled over the beast nature. They were completely
set free from a slavery to their natural appetites. They were transformed from
consumers to radiators of light and life. They knew the glorious liberty of
possessing nothing but Christ. However, the saints failed to continue subduing



and ruling over the beast nature. They began to worship the dragon, Satan, the
serpent, once more. By cunning he convinced them that they could be disciples
of Christ while allowing the beast to live. He convinced them that the beast
would even carry them to their goal and they could live harmoniously with the
beast nature.

There are many carnal interpretations of what this passage from Revelation 13
speaks. Many prophecy teachers see the beast as some political ruler who will
arise and make war against Christianity, but let me declare that the beast has
been present for the entire duration of Christianity and he has waged war with
many saints, and few have overcome him. Many are the saints who have been
defeated through great deception and cunning, as they have failed to subdue
and rule over the beast nature. They have believed that they could live for self
and for God, that they could offer God a portion of their lives while maintaining
a sizeable piece for themselves, that they might find pleasure and satisfaction
in the offerings of the world.

Are you willing to allow the Spirit to shine a light upon your life, upon your
spending habits and your accumulation of the goods of this world? Are you
willing to give up all your possessions should Christ require this of you as He
did of the rich young ruler? Would you be content with food and covering, not
even demanding that which the beasts have, your own nest, your own den?
Christ admonishes all to count the cost before declaring that they will follow
Him wherever He would lead. If you would bear the image of the divine, then
the nature of the beast must be ruled over and subdued.

Many cling tenaciously to the things of this world, to possessions that they
own, for they do not know a love of Christ and of the brethren that should
make such things appear pale in comparison. If you are not wholly captivated
by Christ, you will be captivated by lesser things. On the other hand, if your
love of Christ is pure and unadulterated, then the things of this world will be
as nothing to you. You will not covet them, or spend your life, your time, and
energy in pursuit of accumulating matter.

Christ came to set men free, and those whom the Son sets free are free indeed.
[End Excerpt]
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